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In particular support the diversion of HGVs from A418 Bierton onto ELR/SLR. 
 

 
I walk everyday from Castlemead Estate to Brookmead School. 
There is very often road blocks caused by very large lorries trying to get through on Marsworth Rd 
made worse at school  drop of times. 
The High Street Ivinghoe is very narrow and does not lend well to large lorries passing through 
 

 
Good proposal which will hopefully improve the lives of those who live in the area or those (like me) 
who like to visit to enjoy the environment. 
 

 
Many occasions of near misses, heavy braking and grid lock along Station Road in Cheddington - 
have pictures of damaged cars from HGV unable to navigate through the parked cars. 
 

 
This scheme would be hugely beneficial. We recently moved to a property in ******* on Station 
Road and there is a lot of unnecessary HGV traffic along what is quite a narrow road. On a separate 
note there is also a lot of issues with people speeding on this road upon leaving Ivinghoe village. 
 

 
Infrastructure, current road surface quality, canal bridges, primary school, narrow high street, village 
green play area. All reasons to limit HGVs through Cheddington 
 

 
By implementing a freight zone and diverting freight over specified weights, these vehicles will be 
transfer their route onto the B440 which will increase traffic through the area and specifically cause 
congestion at the church on the hill where villages will have increased difficult exiting Edlesborough 
when turning right towards Leighton buzzard. In addition there is already an issue with hgv’s 
negotiating the bend at the church on the hill usually resulting in straddling the carriage way and 
blocking traffic moving in the opposite direction, these hgv’s also show little to no consideration to 
other road users at this point in the route.  I therefore oppose this proposal on the grounds that this 
will just move the problem elsewhere. 
 

 
Keep the village high street safe and free of heavy goods vehicles speedy through 
 
 

 
The amount of lorries using Cheddington as a cut through is ridiculous. The sherr number and speed 
they fly through the village is dangerous.  It's a matter of when, not if there's a serious accident. 
 
 

 



Far too many HGVs in the villages, hope this works to reduce traffic. 
 

 
For safety reasons it’s imperative that we stop fast and heavy vehicles travelling at speed past the 
school in our village 
 
 

 
Cheddington has one road running through it and the speed and volume of large lorries is quite 
concerning, especially with a school on the high street. 
Also having only lived here 6 months I can see the road damage increasing and a lack of footpaths in 
some areas makes it dangerous to walk in the area dilute to above. 
 

 
The current roads and existing canal bridges cannot support vehicles of this weight and size.   
With villages growing ever lager due to increased housing, the roads are already under strain. 
Roads are constantly closed for repairs which last for a minimal amount of time, meaning the traffic 
is constantly rerouted causing more wear to the existing roads. 
 

 
 
Rerouting via Edlesborough is not appropriate- the roads are too narrow for hgvs. There is already 
an issue at the church junction with high street 
 
 

 
The narrow roads and lack of footpath for my children going to/from school makes this Freight zone 
order important! 
 
 

 
I have lived in Cheddington for 38years and it is becoming unbearable due to the large amount of 
lorries traveling sometimes at speed through the village. 
 
 

 
 
The road through eddlesborough has too much freight already, considering how narrow it gets by 
the church 
 
 

 
Our villages and roads are unsuitable for such heavy traffic,  particularly when there are very narrow 
paths for people to walk along ......lorries get way to close to pedestrians and is an accident waiting 
to happen 
 Does someone have to die before anything is done about this ? 
 

 
The heavy vehicles currently going along my road is significant with only the ones from the area, so it 
is good for the vehicles passing through to be directed along larger less residential roads. 



This is a great opportunity to prevent further damage to the country lane type roads in 
Pitstone/Ivinghoe which are completely unsuitable for HGVs merely cutting through our village. 
Huge lorries drive past the school at speed, completely unacceptable. 
 
 

 
The roads that serve these villages are not built to take these large lorries. They are not wide enough 
and I have seen two enormous vehicles trying to pass each other and they end up carving up the 
already narrow verges. 
Outside our village we have a low railway bridge and it is almost a daily occurrence to see these 
large lorries who are unable to pass under the low bridge having to back up about a mile on a twisty 
narrow road.  Especially lorries with foreign. Umber plates who are blindly following sat nav 
instructions without understanding the road signs. 
 

 
As I live in Northall I am concerned that the traffic of lorries will increase as it is just outside the 
zone. TheB440 is not suitable for the traffic as it is, and we need the B440 to be included in the 
zoning which it is not currently. The large lorries coming through the small village roads are 
exceptionally dangerous. In just a couple of days I’ve had to swerve off the road (Station Road 
Cheddington) as they are so large you are unable to get two vehicles passed each other. The lorry 
drivers are not paying due care and attention so should not be allowed to continue driving on small 
village roads. 
 

 
Less large traffic will benefit many. Less disturbance, safer roads, safer pedestrians, safer children, 
less road damage. 
 

 
I think it’s a great idea, the roads are narrow with many very old buildings. Our building is 17th 
century and shudders when lorry’s pass. 
 

 
I hope the scheme can go ahead. I have serious concerns about the HGVs that travel along the 
Marsworth road during school run hours. Often at excessive speed for their size and the restricted 
traffic flow at that time. Many children so close to large vehicles is a recipe for disaster. Also the 
reduction in noise, fumes and road damage would be advantageous. Many thanks 
 
 

 
I have experienced dangerous driving by very large HGVs over on my side of the road, on narrow 
village roads in Cheddington, twice this week. Literally forced to stop and pray that a collision didn’t 
occur. Very aggressive driving by whoever was at the wheel. It is surely only a matter of time before 
there is a very nasty incident. 
 
 

 
Hopefully will reduce volume of heavy freight traveling along a totally unsuitable road. 
We will still have large number of such vehicles travelling to/from the long marston  airfield 
indutsrial estate. 
 



Huge amounts of articulated lorries and heavy good vehicles regulary travel through the zone, 
presenting risk to school children, road users and pedestrians. The roads are and were never 
designed for the level of traffic that uses the roads through the villages.  Large amounts of damage 
are caused by these vehicles, to the road surface, infrastructure and bridges.  I have witnessed 
excessive speed and distrespect from these vehicle drivers as they are often driven by timed 
deliveries and need to deliver products to building sites around the Chedington area 
 

 
End this Scourge of heavy lorries etc and reduce risks to young and old and improve the 
environment. 
 

 
The road through Edlesborough past the Church (Leighton Road) is not suited to large vehicles, 
especially HGVs. The School buses that leave the village from there in the morning have enough of a 
challenge getting out sometimes. A little down the hill from Edlesborough Church the road narrows 
on the bend - too narrow for two HGV sized vehicles to easily pass, and the pavement that runs 
alongside the road is also very narrow.  
 
In my opinion, the road at that point in not suitable for any increase in HGV traffic. 
 

 
It would be ideal to implement this freight zone to make the crossing to Brookmead school safer for 
children. 
 

 
The volume of heavy goods traffic has increased dramatically over recent years. It is not suitable for 
them to thunder through our rural villages. The safety of residents and especially our children is 
being seriously put at risk and the roads are suffering also. Some of the houses are even 
experiencing structural damage. 
 

 
The number of heavy lorries using Cheddington as a short cut has increased significantly. They 
damage the roads and the adjoining houses and pose a significant danger to pedestrians including 
school children. The school and play area border the High Street. 

 

 
I walk daily from Pitstone to Ivinghoe to use the post office and so am aware on a daily basis the 
number of huge lorries that pass through both Ivinghoe and Pitstone, namely past the primary 
school, the children's play park, the post office and the village pharmacy, all of which are busy social 
areas involving families. 
 
They often travel at speed, are totally unsuitable on the small narrow roads and the sharp bends 
coming into and leaving the villages. Lorries turning onto Ivinghoe high street from the B road from 
Milton Keynes have to pull onto the opposite side of the road to make the bend. 
 
I have long feared a terrible accident would happen, especially at school leaving time. Let's hope this 
consultation removes these total menaces from the local roads and keep families safe for many 
generations to come. 

 

 



The lorries in Cheddington should not access the Persimmon building site. Own Barkham Close. 

 

 
Large vehicles speed past our house on Cheddington High St on a daily basis. They are clearly 
breaking the speed limit and pose a risk to pedestrians, parked vehicles on the High St (our car has 
been damaged) and children entering and exiting the school. Anything that can provide an 
alternative route for these inappropriate vehicles is of huge benefit to the village. 

 

 
Freight heavy goods vehicles drive extremely fast and dangerously through the village. It’s only a 
matter of time sadly for a very serious accident. The school is close by and public playing fields. 
This action is long overdue, freight must be stopped from dangerous driving through Cheddington. 

 
 

 
Too many large trucks coming through village as short cut 

 

 
The freight zone map appears to show a route for lorries going three sides of a square rather than a 
short route. My first thought was that the freight zone makes lorries go three times the distance and 
is therefore bad for the environment. 
 
Maybe an example of route may show that this is not the case, and lorries can go on the A5 towards 
Milton Keynes, for example, from Dunstable? (Hope I’m right in my understanding!). 
I’m all for keeping lorries to main roads where possible, and keeping them off small country roads 
that aren’t made for huge juggernauts. 

 

 
Speeding hgvs 

 

 
We have a constant heavy stream of trucks and large lorries speeding through Cheddington which 
pose a danger to children, parked cars and roads in our village. 

 

 
Stopping massive lorries driving through the middle of Cheddington will create a safer place for our 
children, prevent houses from shaking and allow those living on the High St from being woken up at 
4 am. 
 

 
Too much heavy traffic diverted through our village on unsuitable roads 
 
 

 
Would like width restrictions to prevent any hgvs coming through, the ground shakes everytime a 
lorry passes the end of Vicarage Lane. 
 

 



I live directly on Leighton Road and the increase in large freight traffic is causing damage to my 
property. The vibration is casing cracks in the render and is steadily getting worse. I will in due 
course be approaching Buckinghamshire Coucil for recompense, as this is a direct result of the 
unsuitability of Leighton road for the current traffic policy. 
  
I have already lodged a grave concern with the council about the safety or pedestrians and other 
road users, due to the issue with the narrow point on the B440 directly by the war Memorial at 
Edlesborough Church.  
 
Frequently HGV’s passing each other mount the pavement on both sides, and there have been a 
number of near misses as this point with both cars and pedestrians as it is also a blind bend.  
 
This is also where a busy public footpath ends by the church, with many walkers and villagers 
crossing at that point with absolutely no safety measures in place. 
 
The speed camera by the church has not worked in the ten years I have lived here, so regular users 
of the road travel well in excess of the 30 miles an hour speed limit, HGV’s in particular. This only 
serves to make both the vibration and safety issues considerably worse. 
 
I would emplore the council to at least come and seriously assess this particular point on the 
Leighton road at church end, as i believe  the increased freight traffic will inevitably cause a very 
serious accident. 
 

 
Haulage lorries, car transporters, Arla transport, skip lorries , container lorries etc have no need to 
come through Cheddington. They pass a primary school, two play areas as well as  travelling through 
a narrow road already lined with cars - causing even more of a hazard at school start and finishing 
times and when Secondary pupils are disembarking from School buses. Utter chaos!! 
Houses near the road shake as the heavy goods traffic  rumbles through. 
 

 
We need to stop the HGVs travelling through. 
 

 
Residents of Northall already endure speeders and heavy traffic on the B440 causing pollution and 
damage to property., The houses shake with the vibrations caused by traffic. The road is too narrow 
for HGV’s  especially on the hill at Edlesborough. It is already both unpleasant and dangerous to walk 
along the pavement between Northall and Edlesborough. HGV’s along thus stretch of road will make 
it worse. 
 

 
Far too many vehicles coming down narrow roads making driving extremely dangerous at times. 
 
 

 
Please stop the HGVs 
 

 
If more heavy lorries are to come through wing as a result of this, the road needs to be upgraded to 
reduce the noise and vibrations. The properties in wing are really suffering already with the 
increased number of large vehicles. 



The freight plan is seemingly addressing Bucks village residents’ concerns about the detrimental 
impact on their quality of life  resulting from high levels of freight driving past their doors.  
 
As another resident of a Bucks village, I strongly oppose not including the B440 in Northall and 
Edelsborough within the no-freight-zone; if the concerns and quality of life of these resident is 
sufficiently important to redirect traffic, why isn’t mine, and my families’? 
 
The B440 is obviously the alternative route for HGV traffic avoiding much of the proposed no-freight-
zone; whilst it is not to be designated the new freight route, any amount of common sense, and 
trying a satnav, makes it abundantly clear that the redirection of vehicles will be along the B440, and 
not other routes as have been suggested by the desktop exercise. Our experience of the Ivinghoe 
bridge repairs strongly supports this. 
 
For clarity, I am utterly unconvinced by the statistics that have been published forecasting the 
impact on the B440, with a reasonable and considered expectation, from common expense and my 
experience of living on the road and the noticeable uptick in HGV when other works are going 
on/routes unavailable.   
 
I also understand that not including the B440 is tied up in a political play between Bucks and Central 
Beds councils, and find it absolutely unacceptable that the Council to which I contribute a large 
proportion of my salary every month won’t fight for me in the way it will fight for other residents. 
 
Conceptually I am in favour of protecting our villages from HGV traffic which is simply passing 
through; however I am strongly not in favour of protecting some villages at the expense of others. 
 

 
Traffic levels and housing are already increasing at an astronomical rate in this area around Leighton 
buzzard and houghton regis.  Please no diversion to this area 
 

 
There is continued damage to the ancient road bridge over the canal on our road (station road) 
There are few pedestrian pavements on our road into Ivinghoe from Great Gap and narrow roads, 
when two HGV,s pass there is no room for pedestrians or cyclists. 
Speed limits 30mph are ignored by both cars and lorries. 
It is only a matter of time before there is a death on this road! 
 

 
Our roads are not suitable for large freight Lorries.  We have constant fractured water pipes because 
of the vibrations and with a school on the main road it is an accident waiting to happen. 
 

 
It is not unusual for large lorries to mount the pavement in high Street in Cheddington & anything 
that will help with reducing number is hugely welcomed 
 

 
All heavy lorries including any size skips from the airfield should be given a route to follow and this 
should be policed. Any through  traffic breaking this freight zone should be fined . 
 

 



The road around Edlesborough church is far too narrow for this type of traffic.  It always causes a 
problem when lorries travel through there now.  If this traffic increases it will be extremely 
dangerous to other drivers and also a threat to pedestrians 
 

 
Funnelling HGV traffic through Northall along the B440 is unacceptable. Northall already has HGV 
traffic which is too much for the tiny village. Especially over the area towards Edlesborough by the 
church which is too thin for HGVs to travel through with on coming traffic.  
 
The path by that part is also so thin already that pushing a pram along there is dangerous at the best 
of times. With a significant amount more of HGV traffic it would make walking from Northall to the 
local amenities in Edlesborough impossible with a pram. Including the local schools. 
 

 
As the owner of a Grade II listed property on the High Steet/Mentmore Road I have first hand 
experience of the environmental damage being done to these vulnerable buildings by the increased 
number of ever larger HGV’s that are clearly using the village as a cut through/rat run - what other 
logical reason can there be for a double car transporter, a P&O Ferrymasters container lorry and an 
industrial crane to be going through Cheddington village as I have witnessed over the past few 
weeks alone? Aside from the safety issues which are blindingly obvious given that these vehicles are 
travelling along narrow village roads past a village school, these roads were never built or designed 
to accommodate the size/weight of such vehicles and the damage being done to road surfaces, 
footpaths, verges etc is substantial 
 

 
I am in favour of the Order and think it would increase safety to Ivinghoe 
 

 
Very happy for unnecessary heavy goods vehicles to be diverted and would also welcome a discreet 
and unannounced traffic study into HGV movement to and from the Cheddington airfield industrial 
site. Our house literally shakes with every passing HGV and the number and size of passing trucks 
during the working week certainly feels excessive (above the permitted number), not to mention the 
high speeds they move at within a 30mph zone. 
 

 
My worries have been about canal bridges which were not built with these huge lorries in mind, and 
that narrow roads through the villages not being appropriate for the size of vehicle 
This seems to have addressed the problem 
 

 
So pleased this is moving forward - it is so needed. 
 

 
Having read and responded to the intitial consultation in 2020 I am very keen for this to go ahead 
without any further delay.  Of course we need freight vehicles to support local businesses, large and 
small, but using these poorly suited roads for those just on their way to somewhere else (often 
prompted to do so by inappropriate sat-nav use, I suspect) is making the villages unsafe and 
unhealthy for pedestrian, cycle, and horse-back use.  It is critical that the alternative through routes 
are clearly marked. 
 



We live in the main road through Cheddington and the roads are not wide enough or suitable for 
heavy goods vehicles. 
 

 
Roads are too narrow.  
Roads are dangerously pot-holed 
Bridges are too weak.  
Bends can be quite tight. 
Road (and hence the hgv) can be almost up to the property wall in some areas.   
Noise pollution in a rural area.  
Children playing.  
Pets and wild animals crossing 
 
 

 
The impact on the condition of all of the roads within the zone as they are already in a very poor 
state and even dangerous in some places and the heavy trucks seem to make them deteriorate even 
faster.Also some but not all of the trucks have a disregard for the speed limits and restrictions 
already in place . 
 

 
heavy traffic through pitstone  is Ridiculous 
 

 
The overall concept is correct and welcomed, however there is one very large flaw in the proposal.  
This flaw relates to the impact of the ‘Old Airfield Industrial Estate’ on the Cheddington to Long 
Marston Road. 
 
The proposal  bans large heavy through traffic which is excellent, but the vast majority of heavy 
traffic movements in the area are to and from this industrial estate.  Therefore under the current 
proposals, where movements to properties and businesses within the zone are allowed, there 
appears to be the prospect of very limited reduction in heavy traffic movements in the proposed 
zone.    It is therefore essential to restrict heavy traffic  movements to and from this industrial 
estate, otherwise the traffic regulation order will have minimal effect. 
The damage to roads, roadsides and road furniture is currently self evident and due in a very large 
part to the traffic created by this industrial estate. 
 
This is an opportunity to rectify an anomalous  problem with the industrial estate. 
 

 
Station Road was a quiet and safe road when we moved in 20 years ago 
Now it's dangerous, busy, and dirty from all the HGVs. The road was not built to take this kind of 
traffic. Our cottage shakes all day every day 
 

 
The lorries that currently drive through the high street often are going faster than the speed limit. 
Their weight makes the houses shake. The roads are not built fir this type of traffic. The safety of 
pedestrians also concerns me as they mount pavements if they can’t get past parked cars. The local 
school at drop off & pick up times also creates a risk of accidents. 
 

 



The number of enormous HGVs passing through Ivinghoe is increasing steadily.  
The 488 was not built to accommodate vehicles of this size. They cause damage to the roads and 
verges; they set up a severe level of vibration in houses bordering the B488 and they cause 
unacceptable levels of pollution and noise. 
Many of these vehicles pay no heed to the speed limit.  
The quality of life in all the villages through which these vehicles pass has become severely adversely 
affected. 
It is now a matter of urgency that HGVs are directed via more appropriate routes. 
 

 
Traffic will always find the shortest route. The majority (if not all) of the traffic currently using the 
northern  
stretch of the B488 will simply divert to the A4146, B440 and the B489 to reach the A4146,  
B440, B489, B488 and A41 toThe distances between the points using the A418 route and the  
B440 route are shown in the following table: 
A418 Route B440 Route 
Between Points A & B 13.5 miles 12.8 miles 
Between Points A & C 19.1 miles 8.4 miles 
It is accepted that there is little difference between the two alternatives However, it is estimated 
that at least half would  
use the B440 route and probably more  
It therefore follows that the introduction of the freight zone would simply transfer somewhere 
between  
60% and 80% of the HGVs currently passing through the entire zone onto the B440. Whilst this 
would  
clearly benefit the B488 which is unsuitable as an HGV route, transferring that traffic onto the 
equally  
unsuitable B440 through the villages of Edlesborough, Northall and Billington is not an acceptable 
solution  
to the problem. Consideration needs to be given to including the B440 in the proposed freight zone. 
 
As a resident and who lives at the top of Edlesborough- it is totally unacceptable for HGV s to pass 
along the narrow top.of the 4146 by the church.  This will cause accidents, traffic issues and 
disturbance. The road is not suitable. 
 

 
The heavy lorries thunder past my house and literally shake it .And if you meet one at the traffic 
calming in Horton they will not give way to you.A real menace in villages. 
 

 
There are too many HGV going through the villages.  The roads are in bad enough condition with 
lorries. The road through Mentmore to Wing is terrible. The road from Cheddington to Long 
Marston,  the sides of the road are dropping away from the middle thanks to the HGV going to the 
new houses and industrial site. 
 

 
I think this is a brilliant idea, on the school run there are too many large HGV passing by and it 
creates an unnecessary risk to the families and children, plus causes traffic chaos at an already busy 
time. 
My only concerns is how is it actually going to be policed? The police already have huge amount of 
work on their plates. Prehaps an ANPR system could be considered. 



 
It is vital to reduce the amount of freight traffic in the area as the roads and villages are not designed 
to carry such traffic. This is currently putting pedestrians in danger and causing unnecessary noise 
and pollution. 
 

 
Hoping that this will mean a reduction of lorries in Long Marston as we are surrounded by 
Buckinghamshire rather than encouraging more! A shame that it is not a joint paper and 
consultation between Buckinghamshire and Hertfordshire. 
 

 
Many people in Ivinghoe, have worked for years and years to minimise the impact of HGV through 
traffic on the village infrastructure, personal safety and overall well-being of it's residents.  The 
impact has been considerable and year on year the villages, roads have become more and more 
degraded, the noise pollution has increased and pedestrian safety has become more uncertain.  It is 
clear that the overnight parking facilities provided by Ivinghoe Turf on the B488 has encouraged HGV 
traffic into the area and it is completely inappropriately situated and repeated attempts to deal with 
this situation have not resulted in any kind of improvement. 
 

 
We have noticed an increase of HGVs coming through the villages roads and going over weak bridges 
over railway lines, Cheddington station bridge to name a few, I would like to see this local road use 
stopped 
 

 
The paths around this area is already very narrow and the road simmally so if two HGVs are passing 
each other it's very scary to be a pedestrian in the villages already without directing more traffic this 
way 
 

 
I live directly on the road and have done so for the last 10 years and have witnessed many accidents 
on this road of not only cars going to fast but also large lorries driving over the speed limit and 
having to mount the pavement to get past each other.   
 
There are many children that live on this road that have to walk down the very narrow pavement 
that is unsuitable and non existent just past the church  to get to school.  It’s so worrying as a parent 
and every morning and afternoon I hold onto my 4 year old for dear life.  Changing this route will 
only encourage more Lorries to this narrow village road and I honestly feel you will have a fatal 
accident on your conscience should the route go ahead. 
 
Our house physically shakes when lorries go 
past our house, and this has already caused damage with the existing traffic flow. 
 
The is a major footpath by the church and no 
safe crossing for pedestrians  
 
The speed camera doesn’t work and only captures traffic coming up the hill when it does, therefore 
every vehicle speeds through this area. 
 
I’m begging you to rethink this decision. 
 



Will make the road safer when young children are cross to nursery and school. 
 

 
The road already struggles to cope with large vehicles and isn’t wide enough. The pavement isn’t 
wide enough for a Pram/wheelchair/mobility scooter and is already dangerous when trying to cross 
so I cannot see how this will help 
 

 
The use of village roads within the zone by HGVs is inappropriate. 
 
 

 
Traffic through Horton makes the road dangerous to walk along and it is inappropriate for such large 
lorries to use this route. 
 

 
The road through Horton is inappropriate for the large lorries that use it given how close they pass 
houses at the width restriction. It  is dangerous to walk along it as there is no footpath and this limits 
some older folk from being able to visit neighbours. Added to the size of the lorries that use it, speed 
is also an issue. Living in a grade two listed building also raises concerns about the effect these 
vehicles may be having on the overall stability of the property. 
 

 
This is a welcome measure as roads within the TRO are unsuitable for heavy freight traffic because 
they are often narrow, twisting and pass through residential villages with a lot of onstreet parking. I 
have witnessed heavy freight mounting pavements in Cheddington High Street which poses a threat 
to pedestrians.  
At one stage freight was passing through residential villages during the middle of the night causing 
residents to wake. We have experienced this in Cheddington. 
Additionally heavy freight traffic causes vibration to houses with the possibility of longer term 
structural damage. 
 

 
We are concerned about the impact of the freight zone on traffic coming through Edlesborough. 
Traffic passing at the church on the hill is already quite tight and dangerous and, with an increase in 
larger vehicles coming into the village to avoid the freight zone, this problem would be amplified. 
Many of the houses along this stretch of road are homes belonging to young children and the 
increase in this sort of traffic will put their safety at risk as the footpath running along this stretch of 
road is also very narrow. Additionally, the environmental impact of increased pollution on their 
health is also a concern. 
 

 
We have a large house but can physically feel vibrations when large lorries pass through Horton and 
are concerned about the impact that this is having on our property. 
 

 
I believe that an additional 60% of large trucks on the Leighton Road particularly on the stretch of 
road near the Church on the Hill Edlesborough, would be dangerous.  
 
I object to this plan. 



Traffic will use the b road through Edlesborough instead. It has only recently become a B road and I 
remember how unpleasant it was before, constant heavy lorries and lots of cars. The pavement by 
the church, to Northall, is too narrow to walk along. Even now one has to check there is no traffic 
before venturing along it for fear of being hit by a lorry. Many people cross over to the church, dog 
walkers, ramblers in groups, as well as people visiting the church and graveyard. At the very least 
there will need to be zebra crossings, by the church and also where the footpath to Northall crosses 
the road.  The junction from the main road to Cock Lane into pebblemoor will be even mohair raising 
than it is now. 
 

 
Yes, but I can only predict a huge increase in HGV traffic passing through Edlesborough as a way to 
bypass the zone. The road by Edlesborough church is very narrow and you can always see HGV tyre 
marks on the grass verges. 
 

 
The roads around and through these villages are too narrow for the size of lorries using them. On 
most of the roads, there is no pavement between the villages and you have to walk on the road. This 
is dangerous enough without the huge lorries on them.  Also, there are a lot of old buildings which 
shake when the lorries go past. 
 

 
The safety of roads and footpaths in our village is severely compromised by the excessive number of 
HGVs travelling through. We have 2 young children and it has been very sad to see an increase in 
these very large lorries using village roads when we ate trying to walk next to them.  We would like 
to see an alternative route for vehicles with no local destination, using existing major roads which 
are more appropriate. 
 

 
To whom it may concern, 
 
 I would ask that the B440 (Leighton Road) in Northall is also included in the freight free zone. Our 
property literally shakes when an HGV passes. The idea that the freight would increase as the zone 
pushes freight out is horrific. I’m concerned that our property will simply not survive the continuous 
rattle and shake off more trucks.  
 
Your consideration in including the B440 to within the zone would be hugely appreciated. The Road 
simply isn’t suitable for such traffic.  
 

 
The freight zone change will increase the traffic through the village of Edlesborough... the pathways 
alongside this road are extremely narrow.... l walk this route daily and often have to step far aside 
due to the wing mirrors of the lorries nearly wiping me out... it’s a dangerous route as it is with 
increased traffic it will only add to the risk ... public should be encouraged to walk not being stopped 
by added danger due to freight traffic. 
 

 
Major concern for the Canal Bridges. Frequently damaged by HGV traffic. Frequency of HGV traffic 
through villages on roads not designed for them. 
 

 



I am concerned that this proposal will shift the problem to our village as lorries will use the road past 
Edlesborough Church, which already has traffic/parking issues. 
 

 
We have lived in Ivinghoe for 48 years, so have suffered the depredations of heavy goods vehicle 
traffic for many years.  
 
I am strongly in favour of the making of the TRO. If properly policed, it will make our main village 
roads safer for pedestrians - including the many children attending Brookmead primary school; it will 
make the roads safer for cyclists, of whom I am one (of many); it will reduce the appalling damage to 
road surfaces -which, if they were properly maintained, would cost Buckinghamshire County Council, 
and consequently us Council Tax payers, a great deal of money; and it would surely reduce damage 
to the many old houses and other buildings, which contribute to the attraction and spirit of the 
place, and which adjoin the main roads. Ancient villages should not host HGVs. 
 

 
Ivinghoe High Street is a an accident waiting to happen when 2 or more lorries attempt to pass in 
opposite directions, so anything to reduce this is a must! 
 
 

 
Who will police this as we have means to do so 
 

 
Leighton Road is bad enough already on terms of congestion, traffic and noise. Even more lorries will 
make this road dangerous, especially where it narrows close to the church. Pedestrians are already 
at risk due to narrow paths. Lorries are wide and need space which leighton road doesn't have 
 

 
I worry about the state of our roads, and they will only get worse if the heavy traffic continues. This 
sound like a wonderful solution. 
 

 
We have lived in Ivinghoe for 23 years. Our home fronts the B489 in Station Road and it is a very 
different place to when we moved here. At it’s worst the noise was unbearable, despite growing a 
huge conifer hedge in an effort to lessen the noise. Sometimes, when a particularly large vehicle has 
passed through, our house shook. This was made worse by the fact that despite the 30mph limit 
they would rattle through way above this limit, particularly in late evening and early morning. The 
situation was improved by the reduction in weight but a further reduction to 7.5 tonne would be 
marvellous for the village and particularly for our very vulnerable Brownlow Bridge which has 
suffered badly and was not built to withstand this onslaught. Some action to control the speed in 
general would be very welcome. 
 

 
The lorries that travel through our small village have a huge impact on the quality of life for those of 
us who live here. They seem to move very fast and are so large that they make the houses shake and 
the windows rattle - a lot of properties in the village are very close to the roadside.  
The junction at the top of Station Road is always busy and the lorries trying to turn that tight corner 
make it extremely difficult to cross at that three way junction. This is of particular concern because 
all of the children from the village who go to secondary school need to cross the road there in order 
to get their school buses. 



 The pavement is also very narrow by the Kings Head and along the High Street, which makes it 
dangerous to walk along there, especially with children. 
 

 
The are around Cheddington is totally unsuitable for large trucks, having narrow roads and tight 
bends. 
 

 
Too many extra large lorries coming through the village and too fast!ll 
 

 
There has been an increase in HGV traffic over the last ten years I have lived in Horton. Horton 
straddles the B488, which is a 'B' road unsuitable for modern articulated vehicles. There are two 
right angle sharp bends in Horton that these vehicles find difficult to navigate without encroaching 
on the oncoming carriageway. When opposing HGVs meet at the eastern bend, considerable 
negotiation is required to pass involving requests for following traffic to back up so one HGV at least 
can back up and allow the other HGV to proceed. We get traffic volumes of 9000 to 10,000 per day 
through Horton such that any blockage can escalate to a tailback right through the village. 
The B488 is also too narrow for wide modern HGVs. The road edge erosion evident on either side 
from Leighton Buzzard to Ivinghoe is an indication that opposing traffic must push the boundaries of 
the road. Edge erosion has its own cost in that the County must repair edge line potholes as each 
winter takes its toll and runoff undercuts the tarmac. 
Rural villages do not want 50 tonne behemoths passing through with their attendant noise and 
vibration. Rural villages have developed from a medieval planning attitude with the houses right on 
the roadside and any garden space behind the house. Many older houses in the village have cracks 
caused by vibration from HGV traffic. 
 

 
you will simply be diverting all the HGV vehicles to a equally unsuitable roadway (Leighton Road)!  
This toad has sections where lorries can not pass and paths are not safe for us as families to walk 
along as they are so narrow.  This is unacceptable that you are forcing traffic through our village to 
preserve another 
 

 
Dear sir/madam , I have lived in edlesborough for * years on the Leighton Road just past ***** and 
before northall! 
We purchased an old wreck of a property and have over the last * years renovated it to our taste!  
We have noticed an increase in HGV s over the last two years mainly by the amount of noise they 
make but also by the huge air movement they cause! 
We put up a wooden fence and trees to try to negate the problems and the noise is a little better, 
but we have had to repair our fence twice already due to it flexing back and forth as the HGV s 
thunder past! 
I also believe that soon we are going to see a bad accident with fatalities on the church hill part of 
Leighton road . 
The road most certainly isn’t wide enough for normal traffic let alone HGVs ! 
The pavement is extremely narrow so you take your life in your hands if an HGV  thunders past 
whilst walking! Parents and children have to use this route to walk to the local school it is Extremely 
Dangerous! 
I feel this area freight zone is badly researched and will increase our noise and air pollution! 
My wife and I certainly do NOT support this plan and would urge you to rethink this route for a safer 
and less populated area. 



The roads in this proposal are unsuitable for freight vehicles. They are too narrow for these large 
vehicles to travel safely on. There are narrow bends in the road making it impossible for traffic to 
move safety.  
 
 The narrow and low pavements make it unsafe for pedestrians (some of who are children walking to 
school), the curb edges along a large parts of this route are very low and these vehicles often mount 
the curb without even realising, making it extremely unsafe. 
 

 
There will be a massive  increase in the amount of heavy freight traffic through Edlesborough and 
Dagnall . The B440 is not a suitable road for this type of traffic as it is too narrow in places and runs 
through small villages. . The tiny cottages with virtually no pavement run along the span up to 
Edlesborough from Leighton  Buzzard on both sides of the road, it is already dangerous to walk along 
there or try to cross the road. The excessive noise and vibration from lorries hurtling along at great 
speeds during the day and the night will cause considerable noise and damage to properties and the 
Church on the Hill 
 

 
Happy to support a plan that keeps the lorries away from our village High St where the school is 
located as it is a great concern for children walking along/crossing this road.  In addition, at peak 
school times it generates chaos when huge articulated lorries are trying to navigate other parked 
cars and the school crossing patrol. 
 

 
I am concerned that if the current proposal is implemented, there will be a significant increase in 
HGV traffic along the B440 through Edlesborough and Northall. My road is directly off the B440 and 
is already a very hazardous turning. More HGVs will lead to more driver frustration, more 
inadvisable/illegal overtaking and more accidents.  
 
The switch from 30mph to 60 as you leave Edlesborough heading towards Hemel gives a licence to 
speed up quickly, meaning that the junction with Pebblemoor (opposite Ivinghoe Way) is also 
hazardous. The reduction to 40mph comes too close to the brow of the hill, too close to Pine Road 
and is basically ignored by most drivers who do not slow down until much nearer to the Travellers 
Rest roundabout. Adding more freight traffic will just compound this. 
 
Similarly in Northall, there is already frequent overtaking of anyone sticking to the 30mph limit, 
because it is a straight stretch. Anyone caught behind an HGV in either direction will now be even 
more tempted to overtake in the village.  
 
The proposal should not go ahead, but if it does, lower speed limits should be in force from the 
Travellers Rest to beyond Northall and must be given some clout via cameras, signage and patrols. 
 

 
Schemes of this nature always end up with unintended consequences. There seems little doubt that 
this proposal will simply move HGVs onto similarly unsuitable country roads. 
Further, it appears to have only 3 sides - being open to one side. This seems very confusing and hard 
to monitor or police. 
 
This scheme should be entitled 'an illustration of nimbyism'. As such it should be rejected. 
This is my view regardless of whether Edlesborough lies within or outside the scheme. 
 



Living in Leighton Road is already a nightmare with regards to speeding traffic, particularly the 
amount of HGV's whose mirrors almost wipe you out each time you try to use the pavement through 
Northall, the B440 must be included in the freight regulation plan, you cannot just shift the HGV 
traffic from Ivinghoe on to Edlesborough, Northall and Billington. 
 

 
The zone would simply redirect traffic onto Leighton Road, which is already congested, dangerous 
and totally ruins any chance of village life. If the zone included Leighton Road I would be in favour 
 

 
There are so many HGVs using our village as a shortcut and it is very unsafe for local children. 
 

 
The top of the hill by the church in Edlesborough is far too narrow to facilitate HGV’s anyway let 
alone increasing the traffic. It is very dangerous when passing; add in a cyclist and you could have 
yourselves a serious accident.  
 
In addition, the footpaths running along the road is very narrow, ending abruptly several times, 
forcing you to cross the road repeatedly.  
 
This is also right next to a school, not idea for children walking home! 
 

 
The proposed solution would merely transfer almost all HGV traffic onto the B440 instead. As a 
driver, a keen cyclist and also somebody who regularly walks along the B440, this would cause me 
major concerns due to pollution but, in particular, safety. The Edlesborough High Street junction in 
particular is already an extremely dangerous turning and the addition of further, heavier traffic can 
only increase this risk. Furthermore, this would render cycling perilous along the entire road, 
especially as there is often insufficient room for larger vehicles to overtake in places. Not all of the 
road by Northall is sufficiently footpathed either, so that currently to go from one footpath to 
another one must riskily walk along the road's curb - HGVs would make this more dangerous still. 
Frankly, this proposal appears to do nothing more than offload the problems of one community onto 
another without providing any real solutions which is completely unacceptable. 
 

 
Restricting traffic through your proposed areas will result in traffic diverting through Northall & 
Edlesborough via the B440. The B440 is already busy and totally unsuitable for heavy traffic. It is 
dangerous pulling out of our drives onto the B440 and your proposal will make it far worse. It is also 
dangerous walking along the pavements and verges of the B44o Leighton Road. HGV's  come 
dangerously close to pedestrians. Your proposed restrictions would end up causing loss of life along 
the B440 unless you put in place the same restrictions on traffic on the B440 through Northall and 
Edlesborough. Your current proposal just moves the problem to another unsuitable locale. 
 

 
Is there a 7.5 ton limit on the B488 at Great Gap, Ivinghoe? 
 

 
I live in Buckinghamshire. The B440 runs right outside my house and is already busy with huge lorries 
day and night.  
 
Closing the B489 and B488 to heavy traffic - as proposed - will force even more lorries on to the 



B440 as it saves between 8 and 13 miles over using the main trunk roads. 
 
Please include the B440 into the proposed restricted roads in the Freight Zone. 
 

 
As a resident living just off the main road between Leighton Buzzard and Ivinghoe we are keen to see 
the volume of heavy traffic reduced. Ivinghoe is a conservation area and it is inappropriate to have 
large lorries using the smaller roads through the village when they can use alternative routes. 
 

 
I have lived on Station Road for 30 years now, and the level and size of HGVs using the road has 
increased beyond words.  I can hear them approaching from about 5.00 am and then you almost 
brace myself for the impact that they will have on the house.   Cracks appear constantly and it's 
actually dangerous walking down the road at times as they are so large and if there are two coming 
from opposite directions, they sometimes have to mount the pavement. 
 

 
As the ************ of Cheddington Combined School I have considerable concerns as to the 
volume of heavy lorries which pass through the village directly adjacent to the school.  The numbers 
have increased substantially since the restrictions on Browlow Bridge were implemented. As cars 
have to park on the High Street the resulting congestion poses particular dangers to the children, 
especially at the start and end of the school day.  The noise and associated vibrations of large lorries 
outside make it difficult for the children to concentrate and hear as the windows have to be open at 
all times (particularly at present). 
Despite recommended routes in the past, lorries use the village roads as a 'rat run'/following SAT 
NAVs which do not respect recommendations. 
The road network to the south of the village, including the small canal bridge at Cook's Wharf, is not 
suitable for large lorries as turning towards Pitstone is almost impossible, and turning towards 
Marsworth is dangerous as traffic leaving Pitstone cannot see lorries pulling slowly out of the 
junction until they are over the bridge. 
 

 
I full support the proposed Freight Zone Traffic Regulation Order.  
 
I realise the need to balance the requirements of local business, farms etc with other residents, but 
the use of many of our local roads as well-established rat-runs by HGVs wishing to cut between the 
A4146/A505 and A41 corridors is well known and feels entirely inappropriate given the often narrow 
and twisting nature of these local roads, plus the frequent lack of safe pavements for pedestrians 
etc.  
 
Our house (in *******, Ivinghoe) faces directly onto the B489 (Station Rd) and literally vibrates 
when HGVs come past. The number of such trucks is noticeable, but also the number which appear 
to be driven with reckless lack of consideration to the narrow nature of the road, poor sight-
lines/concealed entrances in many places, and the safety of local residents, including a number of 
young children walking to and from Brookmead Primary School.   
 
We also find our driveway being regularly used as an unofficial passing place when HGVs queue to 
cross the small bridge over the Whistle Brook, directly adjacent to our property, which creates 
additional safety and air quality hazards.  
 
Together with large HGVs, there is also a noticeable issue around 'mid-size' dump trucks/skip lorries, 



often being driven at excessive speed within our 30mph zone. In the interests of road safety, air 
quality etc, I would ask that planners consider the inclusion of these 'mid-size' lorries within the 
Freight Zone proposals. 
 
Many thanks for the opportunity to share my personal thoughts, I remain strongly in favour of the 
proposed Freight Zone and would be happy to contribute to any further consultations etc around 
these plans.   
 
(As an aside, I struggle to understand why the recent and lengthy closure/repairs to Brownlow 
Bridge  on the B489 didn't see the permanent imposition of a weight limit to this ancient structure, 
which would surely have dovetailed with these longer-term freight zone proposals as a further 
deterrent to passing HGVs? ) 
 

 
I live in Cheddington and work at Cheddington School on the High Street.  
The village is already blighted with lorries using the High Street as a through route. At the times 
when the children are arriving at and leaving the school the situation is dangerous as the road is 
relatively narrow and parked cars block the view. Sometimes large vehicles have to attempt to 
reverse to let others through, causing a real danger to over 200 children. 
In addition the routes into the village and out are not suitable for lorries - the junction with the 
Marsworth Road is blind to traffic coming from Pitstone, the canal bridge turning to Pitstone is 
unsuitable for lorries and the Station Road route involves the railway bridge which is already sinking 
on its foundations despite having been repaired several times. 
Please consider this when looking at regulating traffic in the area as otherwise a solution for one 
village becomes a real issue for another. Many thanks. 
 

 
The restriction of large vehicles in the villages is essential for all residents, cyclists, horse riders and 
walkers 
 

 
It is obvious that the B488 is not suitable for the heavy traffic it currently takes.  A great deal of 
public money has been spent carrying out repairs that last only a few weeks.  It seems this will carry 
on and money will be further wasted if the very heavy traffic is not limited.  It is a shame that the 
weight limit cannot be further reduced for through traffic. 
 

 
As well as the danger the huge lorries cause when having to swing out so wide to get around The 
Kings Head corner and squeezing through the narrow high street, you can see the damage the 
weight of the lorries have done to the roads with the potholes. 
 

 
The roads are already in need of calming measures and repairs. The additional heavy weight traffic 
will add to both of these issues. 
 

 
Country roads and villages are not suitable for heavy freight traffic. My main concerns are safety, 
damage to already poorly maintained road surfaces and pollution. 
 

 



There should be more restrictions on number of heavy goods vehicles  using Leighton Road and 
Eaton Bray Road in Northall...neither roads are suitable for the traffic as is, let alone more!...both 
roads are 30mph yet most vehicles ignore these speed limits...also the narrow section of Leighton 
Road on Edlesborough Hill is already very dangerous- there is a very reduced width pathway on one 
side of the road and no pathway on the other side and if there are 2x  large vehicles coming over the 
brow of the hill in opposite directions at the same time then frequently one has to stop to allow the 
other to pass - if walking this situation  is particularly scary!...if anything there should be traffic 
reducing give way restrictions added here on Leighton Road! 
 

 
I support the banning of heavy freight vehicles in rural areas and villages for the following reasons : 
1. Personal safety of residents in  
      rural areas 
2. The damage done to already  
      poorly maintained and damaged  
      road surfaces 
3. Pollution 
 

 
The freight strategy is extremely important for rural communities as the roadways are simply not set 
up to support the high levels of HGV movements we now see. The country roads are used as a 
means to “cut” out congested routes but with little thought to the communities affected. 
 

 
The large lorries going along the road already make walking along the road dangerous. The hill by 
The church on the hill Edlesborough can be terrifying. When walking up the footpath when there are 
two lorries passing, often leads to one of the lorries mounting the pavement as there is not enough 
road to enable them to pass. I have been forced into the pavement when driving to enable a lorry to 
pass. 
 
This road cannot take any more lorries.  
 
I have been hit by a lorry who hit the rear of my car. The police took the driver to court for 
dangerous driving. We have had several major accidents in the village with one young family having 
to be cut out by the fire brigade.  
 
I believe if this traffic regulation order is put in place lives will be lost on this road. The road has been 
downgraded to a B road. 
 
 

 
The roads inside the zone are too small for heavy lorries and this is an appropriate and sensible 
response to the issue. 
 

 
There is an increasing number of HGV freight vehicles short cutting through these routes and are 
now at an unsafe and unacceptable level. 
 
 

 



Moving the freight traffic from B488 to the B440 does not solve the issues. It’s just moving it. We live 
on Leighton Road in Northall and the house rumbles when heavy vehicles travel. The road is narrow 
at the Edlesborough and Billington points. It’s dangerous for us to walk along the road (dog walking 
and walking kids to school). The vehicles we have experienced do not abide to the 30mph and they 
often cross the road/saddling both lanes. The road is often covered in pot holes because of the 
amount of traffic already travelling down it, which makes it also dangerous for cyclists. 
With the bypass built, shouldn’t the traffic be reduced? But why isn’t this the case?  
Very concerned for all the residents living along B440. 
 
 

 
 
Restricting large vehicles through these small villages and on country lanes is so important! 
 

 
With one son at Brookmead school, Ivinghoe, and another who will attend next year we are very 
keen to try and reduce the traffic (HGV especially) who run through the village at drop off and pick 
up. They obviously pass very close to the sometimes narrow paths along the ‘main’ route and cause 
incredible traffic congestion; often causing other vehicles to mount the curbs to pass. 
 

 
Too much traffic through the village. 
 

 
The large lorries driving through such a small village with narrow roads is becoming a danger to all 
types of road users. I have witnessed many incidents that could put people lives at risk. 
 

 
Ensure that this does not push HGVs into Pitstone 
 

 
We have lived in Ivinghoe for nearly 40 years and some sort of control over the freight traffic 
through our village is long overdue.  In our 500 year old Grade II listed property we have cracks in 
our walls that have been to a large extent caused by the vibration of passing juggernauts & the 
introduction of a speed bump outside only made this worse. It is a frequent occurence that vehicles 
have to mount the pavements, especially when two over-sized vehicles meet in the middle of the 
High Street - this is constant danger to pedestrians - and this is entirely avoidable when a perfectly 
good alternative route is available via the B488 (Upper Icknield Way) that doesn't pass through any 
villages. There is a similar problem with huge lorries that approach the village via Station Road (many 
I suspect coming from the JR Smith Transport depot on the B488 near Leighton Buzzard and having 
to cross the weak & crumbling canal bridge by The Brownlow) - these find it very hard to turn either 
left or right at the junction with High Street by the Kings Head,  again having to make dangerous 
manoeuvres. The road surface at this junction is in terrible condition caused largely by the weight of 
vehicles passing through. Add to all this the obvious dangers in allowing these massive vehicles to 
pass by Brookmead School which gets especially busy with traffic anyway at drop-off & pick-up 
times. 
Please do something positive to curb this blight on our environment - it has been necessary for many 
years and can't come soon enough. 
 

 



I feel the villages are seeing so much more HGV traffic in theatre few years even the paths and roads 
are being destroyed not to mention the dangerous situations down by brookmead school at 
collection time. Some of these HGV drivers do not slow down and I fear a child will be hit one day. 
 

 
Bullet points as follows: 
Wear and tear of road and roadside - corners are cut, verges broken down, multiple canal bridges 
not suitable for larger longer vehicles to use. 
Example being - ripping up/erosion up of tarmac by longer vehicles dragging rather than steering 
round corners at Station Road junction by Kings Head in Ivinghoe is constant and the resulting road 
surface endangers other road users including bicycles and motorcycles 
Many corners too tight for longer vehicles forcing them into oncoming traffic 
Pollution of larger vehicles in small lanes and small villages  
Villages not overly equipped with off street parking and oversize vehicles passing at (even if legal) 
speed through them leaves little room for error and a heightened sense of danger to pedestrians 
and other road users   
Existing trunk roads are more than adequate for large vehicles to bypass the proposed area. 
 

 
The road we live on (******* Road, B489) is narrow in places, and large lorries frequently cause 
congestion, especially around school dropoff/pickup times. Our children have to cross this road for 
their school journey, and the congestion often makes this a very dangerous undertaking. 
 
Our 100+ year old house is approx. 4m from the highway and shakes with some of the heavy traffic 
passing. The road is not built and is not suitable for goods vehicles. 
 
The road surface is particularly affected by heavy traffic, especially the junction of B489 and B488 at 
the Kings Head. 
 

 
During school drop offs and pick ups the road outside Brookmead sch is already over congested- 
having large lorries also trying to pass through makes it virtually impossible for cars to get pass and 
can lead to long delays before any road movement..  It is also unsafe for parents with small children 
with the congestion and larger vehicles passing through 
 

 
I work at Brookmead School and am appalled at the amount of heavy lorries that come through the 
villages causing havoc at dropping off and picking up time. Many cars have been clipped by others 
trying to give way to these vehicles. Local roads just aren’t wide enough to accommodate such karge 
vehicles. 
 

 
We currently live on Station Road in Cheddington and the sheer number of HGVs coming down the 
road is ridiculous throughout the day and beginning at 5am and not stopping until late at night. 
 
Additionally the HGVs cause our whole house to shake and we have started to notice cracks forming 
in the ceiling and wall where previously there were none. Our house is over 150 yrs old and so not 
structurally built to cope with the vibrations caused by the passing HGVs. 
 
There are also a lot of children in the village and the speed that some of these vehicles are passing 
through at could have catastrophic consequences. 



The pavements along the Leighton Road are so narrow that it just wouldn’t be safe to have lorries 
hurtling through our village again. Children waiting for their school buses would have their lives put 
at risk. 
 

 
Many HGV drivers are not cautious when driving through our villages. We have young children who 
play in the parks and walk to and from school on the narrow pathways.  
The speed that they use when approaching this junction is awful and very scary. 
 

 
I am submitting again as I previously said no rather than yes. 
 
My reasons still stand on the previous submitted form. 
 

 
My road is opposite the T junction in Ivinghoe, where a lot of these HGVs are swinging out to get 
round the corner. It is highly dangerous, the road surface is destroyed, and in some cases it causes 
traffic jams also. The speed bumps further up the road on the way out of the village are also 
destroyed as a result, which is damaging tires on all vehicles going over them and making the road 
surface even worse. I have 3 children - *, *  and * - and as a result of there being no pedestrian 
crossing on the high street it is always a risk crossing the road. With huge HGVs around this is made 
worse, or by frustrated car/van drivers then flooring it once the lorry has turned off. I FULLY 
SUPPORT this TRO and it has taken too long to get to this point, but am glad it is now being 
considered and should most definitely be implemented. 
 

 
I live in a an old house build in the 1800’s house which is situated very close to the  road and the 
continuous passing of HGV through the village at all hours of the day and night at excessive speeds is 
damaging the structural integrity of the house. 
The excessive speed at which these HGV pass through these villages is so dangerous especially with 
members of the public using the highways to access the village amenities, there will be a serious 
accident if nothing changes. 
 

 
The village is too small for the large vehicles that try to get down Marsworth are particularly esp as 
there is a primary school on the road 
 

 
This is a small village with a school and a lot of lorries use this route through to Dunstable/  Luton.  
I think that they cause a lot of congestion. 
 

 
There are far too many large hgv's passing through the villages often not at the regulated speed 
posing an ever increasing risk to an ever increasing population. There are alternative routes as 
shown and these are those that should be used at all times by these vehicles unless delivering within 
the zone. I fully support this. 
 

 
The roads are narrow and used already for local parking by locals. The additional unnecessary 
congestion and issues that these large vehicles cause is not needed. Residents who live on the roads 



have their homes shook and the pollution is vile. There is no need for our villages to be misused in 
this way. 
 

 
Westfield Road, Pitstone.  
This is currently a private road owned by Taylor Wimpey, but currently going through the adoption 
process. Only taken 20 years to date. This is a wide road connecting the B488 at the quarry 
roundabout to the B489 Marsworth Road between the Pitstone roundabout and the railway bridge. 
Currently the plan does not show any 7.5T signage at the quarry end. Without this signage it is a 
potential loophole in the plan whereby HGV’s could enter the restricted zone and pass through to 
the far end without ever passing a sign. It could be that as a private road Bucks may not have any 
jurisdiction over this road and would therefore need a sign at the Marsworth Road end of Westfield 
Road, with advance warning signs on the 3 approach roads at the quarry end. The road itself is very 
wide, is 30mph as it passes the industrial area and housing estate and national speed limit within the 
country area. This road would be a tempting alternative for HGV’s passing through and needs the 
loophole closing. 
 
Drayton Beauchamp Road 
This is a very narrow road that passes through Drayton Beauchamp village. The northern end of the 
road is wholly within the 7.5T zone, but the southern end is not. There is a blue sign at the southern 
of the road to say it is unsuitable for HGV traffic, but that is advisory only, the map does not show 
7.5T signage at the southern end. 
 

 
Please consider the age and heritage of the buildings in Ivinghoe which are constantly rattled by 
HGVs hurtling through the village.  There is no need to use this village as a short cut when there are 
plenty of bigger roads and other routes. 
 
 

 
Unless the B440, also known as Leighton Road, is included in the proposed Freight Zone it will 
dramatically increase the how dangerous the road is as lots of lorries will once again start using it 
since it is a very obvious cut through to Leighton Buzzard.  
 
The B440 was recently downgraded from the A4146 to lower the usage of lorries, and while some 
lorries do ignore this the overall number of lorries has reduced. If this Freight Zone is implemented 
as currently suggested all of this work will be undone and the road will be more dangerous than 
ever. 
 
As this is a remote area school children are picked up and dropped off by coaches twice a day, 
usually on the opposite side of the road to their houses, and the road is already dangerous enough 
without increasing the number of lorries travelling on it. 
 
Much of the B440 is a 30 mph zone, however this is often ignored as there is no traffic management 
or speed cameras. So lorries travel down this 30mph road at 50 mph plus usually, and this is hugely 
unsafe for everyone. 
 
There are often crashes on the road that require a road closure due to their severeness, usually once 
every few months, however in bad weather it is far more frequently there was once 5 crashes in one 
morning along the road. These usually involve a fire engine cutting people out of their cars and 
people being carried away in ambulances. While this is a disgrace that nothing has been done about 



it, the number of crashes did reduce slightly when the number or lorries went down. So lorries 
choosing the shorter route will vastly increase the danger of the B440. 
 
There is also a hill on the B440 outside Edlesborough Church that is not suitable for HGV traffic. I 
have been forced off the road several times by lorries at the top of the hill, and if two lorries come 
face to face it becomes dangerous to pedestrians as they usually mount the pavement to avoid 
colliding with each other. 
 
Unless the B440 is included in the proposed Freight Zone then you will have to live with the blood on 
your hands caused by this descision. 
 

 
I have witnesses near misses with frieght and children during after school times. Lets not lose a child 
before action is taken to make our village roads safer. The option for freight to go around the village 
is feasable it just needs someone to act.  
 
I would also support changes particulary around school pick up and drop off times because children 
suffer the most from the pollutants and poor air quality from freight, traffic. Public health have 
trialled this approach with research evidence to reduce impact on health. My public health degree 
assesment was on this topic and findings sent to bucks 2 years ago. 
 

 
As a mother with young children I find the heavy freight a huge hazard when crossing the road or 
even just walking on the pavement. The pavement is already very narrow and usually blocked with 
bins or cars parked up the curb. The condition of our village roads have suffered considerably with 
the heavy freight and the traffic is also increasing pollution right by a park and green play space. 
 
 

 
HGV “access only”. Too many HGV’s cut through the villages and are detrimental to the roads, 
verges, and house structures. 
 

 
The roads bridges and buildings in these areas are completely unsuitable for heavy vehicles I would 
like such vehicles bannned even for access so far as that may be possible 
 
 

 
It has baffled me for the years living in the area why these monstrous HGV’s that are not only too big 
but are way to heavy for our tiny country roads.  
The junctions in Ivinghoe are regular craters caused by lorries turning and ripping up the tarmac, do 
they pay for the repairs? I think not!! 
 
 

 
Many freight Lorries travel through the village at considerable speed which is extremely dangerous 
and often pass through during school drop offs and pick ups which (due to increased traffic flow at 
these times in the village) causing extreme congestion and making it difficult/impossible for 
emergency services to pass through with ease. 
 
 



HGV traffic poses danger to children walking on the narrow paths to and from school and also 
causing traffic jams on Marsworth Road. Some of them are speeding through the villages without 
consideration. There are no pedestrian crossings either wich makes them even more dangerous. 
 

 
We have to walk/drive to Ivinghoe through Ivinghoe each day.  We are constantly forced to stand 
back so the large hgv can mount the PAVEMENT to proceed. 
 

 
My concerns are for safety issues to pedestrians 
 

 
This area has narrow roads not suitable to HGV traffic. there are no footpaths. Being a of clay base 
the roads subside continually with the HGV traffic. It's not unnoticed the 3 largest HGV generator in 
Bucks in dead centre of this project. Please move the operations to the A41 industrial area and if 
needs be convert the Cheddington airfield to housing. 
 

 
Delighted about reduction of lorry traffic between Pitstone and Ivinghoe. Roads are so narrow and 
with parking, cafe and school roads are almost  impassable at times on weekdays. Throughout the 
restricted area there are single lane bridges with lower weight tolerance which are not suitable for 
heavy lorries.  
 
My only concern would be the amount of  
traffic from Tring industry direction negotiating the the difficult Aldbury turn/corner and the next 
junction before the road heading to Dunstable past the beacon. Travelling across the traffic flow in 
those places at peak hours can take considerable time. 
 
Thank you. 
 

 
The volume and size of lorries passing through the villages over the past 20 years has risen 
significantly. 
The villages are just that, villages . They do not have the infrastructure, road width or quality of 
roads to sustain such traffic. Often the lorries  damage buildings, parked cars , verges and hedges. As 
well as being dangerous to pedestrians and polluting rural areas,. It is quite simply inappropriate 
that this type of traffic should be permitted through the village areas. 
 

 
It will re divert traffic to other small villages and impact their infrastructures.  Specifically Northall, 
Edlesborough and Dagnall and the b440. This is particularly concerning and dangerous around 
Edlesborough and the b440. The road by the church in Edlesborough is participatory problematic, it 
is very narrow with historic properties lining it. It is also surrounded by residential properties, with 
some being incredibly close to the road. They would suffer hugely from noise pollution and 
potentially structural damage. In addition the pavement lining the road is incredibly narrow and 
used by those walking to the village primary school, it would be terrifying to have freight lorries 
zooming by constantly on their walk to school. Freight on this route would be just as dangerous as 
passing through Ivinghoe, Mentmore or Cheddington. 
 

 



Ivinghoe High Street has become a rat-run for very large lorries coming from & going to Pitstone 
Industrial Estate and then using Ivinghoe Station Road enroute to and from Leighton Buzzard and 
beyond. 
 
In addition to the Weight Restrictions Ivinghoe & Marsworth Road need a 20mph Speed limit too. At 
 
At School time the Road is already congested with parents dropping off & collecting their Children 
from Brookmead School. 
 

 
It is quite clear when looking at the map and proposal that despite the Council's opinion, this freight 
zone will undoubtedly have a significant negative impact on life in other villages in Buckinghamshire. 
Specifically Edlesborough, Dagnall and Northall will certainly see a significant increase in HGV traffic 
because of this. Not only has the Parish Council proved this as close as possible but it's very obvious 
and logical by looking at the map. 
 
Your comments about people's pictures falling off their walls in Ivinghoe is true in Edlesborough for 
those living on the main road and this scheme will be negatively impacting many many people's daily 
lives while making it better for others. Some houses across all 3 of these villages are literally 6 feet 
from the road that will certainly see a significant increase in HGV traffic. 
 
- additional noise and pollution in other bucks villages 
- unrealistic alternative routes 
- significantly under reporting the impact on other areas 
 
One of 2 other solutions would be more appropriate  
 
- Include the B440 (Edlesborough, Northall, Dagnall) in the freight zone to ensure traffic only uses A 
roads unless delivering 
- Or scrap the scheme completely and keep an evenly distributed number of HGVs going through the 
villages 
 

 
It makes perfect sense to me, having recently witnessed , first hand, when two very large lorries met 
at the Traffic calming in the hamlet of Horton last week.  It took several minutes for a highly skilled 
driver to edge past.  Common sense would require large heavy vehicles to drive on roads that were 
meant for them  to use. NOT taking short cuts through small villages, driving down little local roads, 
passing Schools and parked cars. It would be an absolute bonus to the Haulage Industry to be given 
clear direction as to the routes available to them. In return these routes should be clearly marked 
and there ought to be significant  - ENFORCEABLE- penalties levied on those who do not comply.  
This should apply to not only to the Drivers but also their Employers or major Contractors. 
 
 

 
On a weekly basis, I have experienced first hand the chaos caused by HGV passing through the 
narrow roads of Ivinghoe, Cheddington, Pitstone and Mentmore. Blocked access, dangerous 
situations arise frequently as these roads are simply not adequate to support such traffic. 
 
I believe the order should be put in place to make the area safer for pedestrians and other drivers. 
 

 



I fully suport this order as a means to reduce 'pass through' HGV traffic in the area which simply 
doesn't have the road network designed (or capable) of taking HGV traffic.  
 
Specifcally in Wingrave there have been multiple incidents of blocked roads and RTC's caused by 
HGV traffic taking 'short cuts' and I hope this zone will reduce this. 
 
I do wonder however if/how the zone will be enfirced other than by signs - it will be undermined if 
nothing is then done proactively to enforce the zone and prosecute any offenders? 
 

 
Please done divert through Pitstone 
 

 
As a resident and shop keeper in the village I 110% support this. HGV traffic is too big and travels to 
fast through the villages - it is only time until there is a serious accident 
 

 
Freight do it respect the size of the roads or the community they are driving through. It’s putting 
lives at risk. 
 

 
We used to live on Church Road in Ivinghoe and now live on Marsworth Road in Pitstone. The roads 
in the village are not meant for HGV, the fact they take up both roads when turning next to Ivinghoe 
park states this point. There are no zebra crossings in Ivinghoe which there should be but it’s making 
the roads dangerous for families in my opinion. Walking my children to school or my daughter going 
on her bike, is massively affected by the large HGV’s hurtling past. The villages are not made for the 
constant stream of HGV’s going through and something needs to change for the benefit of all who 
live here. 
 

 
This is important for the safety of our community and will preserve the infrastructure. 
 

 
This is a positive step in controlling the movements of HGV's in our rural environment.  
 
They are necessary, but should be controlled to protect rural residential amenity while allowing 
business to operate in Bucks. 
 

 
Living in the High street with small children, the road at school time can get chaotic with traffic jams 
and dangerous lorry’s driving.  
The bend and narrow roads damages roads and parked cars. 
My car was hit and no one left a note, not saying it was a lorry but possibly a car or van having to 
squeeze by because of a lorry! 
 
 

 
This is detrimental to those living in these areas and the environment.  
The rate of these heavy and very large vehicles passing through is increasing more frequently. They 
do not all abide by the speed limit which is a threat to life. These areas all have schools and many 



people on foot or bike.  
Our  environment, including our beautiful wildlife, is suffering and if there is a solution to this ever 
growing issue then it should be viewed as serious and action should be taken immediately. 
 

 
Lorries and large vehicles cause huge problems in the narrow High Street, in places the pavement is 
very close to the road and when a large lorry comes through it can be very scary as it’s so near. The 
road is also has several bends and traffic regularly gets bottle necked and causes traffic chaos 
outside the village school. 
 

 
We must protect the villages from becoming rat runs, which will bring with it air pollution! Noise 
pollution and destroy the relative  calm  we now enjoy and need  in these stressful times, and 
protecting our environment for future generations 
 

 
We are small villages with very narrow roads. Ivinghoe is our nearest post office which constantly 
has cars parked on the road all the way through the village making the roads even narrower.  
There are enough trunk roads for heavy vehicles to take without going through our villages. 
 

 
There are several roads with failed surface already continued use by HGV traffic can only exacerbate 
the problem. 
 

 
How will the freight zone be ‘policed’? If a large HGV is seen to be going through this zone what will 
the penalties be? 
 

 
This is a village, not a motorway. These types of vehicles are dangerous in such small surroundings 
 

 
I visit Ivinghoe regularly for the chemist, Post Office, Health walks, WI events and to see friends. I will 
also again be driving regularly to Leighton Buzzard to see family now that Covid restrictions are being 
eased.  It feel it is totally inappropriate for so many large and noisy HGV lorries to be driving through 
our local villages where much of the housing is very close to the road with no front garden as a 
barrier to the noise and vibration. I don’t consider our local narrow country roads with fragile 
bridges to be suitable for heavy traffic. I fully support the Ivinghoe Area Freight Zone TRO. 
 

 
It is bizarre to think that freight drivers could ever think this is an appropriate through route. The 
proposals are a sensible and proportionate response to a problem which has steadily worsened 
during the 29 years I have lived here but especially since satnavs have increased the inappropriate 
routes followed by too many heavy vehicles 
 

 
Not really.. just that I am so pleased that this is being seriously.. it's issue that effects so many 
people.. 
 

 



The roads in Ivinghoe are in a continuous state of disrepair, no doubt  made worse by heavy vehicles. 
Walking to the village shop makes you very aware of their intrusive presence, I can imagine this is 10 
fold if they are passing your home or sitting in traffic outside your home. 
 

 
Ivinghoe should not be subjected to such large freight vehicles 
 

 
We have 2 young children who live on stag hill and whilst this is a 30mph zone, constantly notice 
HGVs and other vehicles abusing the speed limit. We would welcome less traffic of this nature in our 
village and surrounding area. 
 

 
We have significant issues with lorries cutting through our village to avoid going via Aylesbury 
to/from the A41. It is dangerous and also affects the quality of life of the residents. 
 

 
The amount of heavy freight has increased noticeably. It is causing damage to the roads, pavements 
and verges. And is a safety issue. These country roads aren’t suitable for the size and quantity of 
heavy freight now using them. 
 

 
The roads through small villages are completely unsuitable for heavy vehicles and are being severely 
damaged by overuse causing completely unjustifiable cost of maintanence. There is also an element 
of danger caused by lorries being driven too fast and with no consideration. 
 

 
Many roads in the Wingrave area are narrow and barely wide enough to allow  two 7.5t lorries to 
pass.   
 
There is one road in particular, Dark Lane, Wingrave which is narrow, steep and with a very sharp 
bend at it s junction with Mill Lane/Moat Lane; lorries need to use the entire road to negotiate this 
bend and if they meet another lorry coming in the opposite direction on the straight stretch then 
often get stuck.   
 
How will this be monitored and what action will be taken for offending vehicles? 
 

 
This is certainly a good step in the right direction, but living within the exclusion zone, it seems not 
to go far enough. Traffic levels on many 'C' roads within the exclusions zone are much too high and 
only a small proportion is made up of heavy goods vehicles. 
 
To really make an effective difference, an exclusion to all commercial vehicles is required. The 
number of vans using the lanes as 'rat runs' is significant. 
 
A single carriage width restrictions at all entrances and exits to the exclusion area may also deter 
people who think the area is a short cut, and encourage them to stick to the 'B' and 'A' roads. 
 
To conclude, this is a welcome first attempt, but in no way resolves the issue of traffic flow in the 
area. 



 

 
The lanes/roads are not suitable for the weight loads that use the area as cut through 
 

 
If this goes ahead, there is alot of road resurfacing that also needs doing... 
 

 
The small villages of Pitstone and Ivinghoe would greatly benefit from this freight zone traffic 
regulation order. The roads are small with lots of on-road parking and are not particularly suitable 
for HGVs. 
 

 
The main road through Pitstone and Ivinghoe (past Brookmead school) needs to have restrictions for 
lorries. 
 

 
I support this for multiple reasons: noise, pollution and supporting the structural integrity of the 
roads and buildings in Ivinghoe. 
 

 
I cannot stress enough what a difference this freight zone would make to all of us in Horton. We live 
inside the 90 degree bend in Horton and, several times a day, witness the crazy situation of two 
HGVs (or an HGV and a car) nearly coming to blows on the bend.  Our driveway is repeatedly used as 
a layby to allow the vehicle on the other side to pass. We also have school age children who need to 
catch the bus to school and there is no pathway for them to wait safely (or for residents to walk 
along the road with dogs); in short it is a road which is totally unsuited to HGVs.  I fully support the 
whole concept of the freight zone, which does not penalise local businesses, and would like to thank 
all involved for the huge amount of work which has gone into this project. PLEASE do go ahead with 
it, it will be life changing for so many. 
 

 
Heavy freight traffic is passing through the village of Mentmore too fast and heavily laden causing 
noise pollution and loss of amenity to residents. Further the road surfaces are also suffering badly 
with severe furrowing creating danger for cyclists and other road users as evidenced in profusion on 
the approach roads to Mentmore . Following the ban traffic calming requires consideration. 
 

 
Having young children and a puppy, the busyness and speed of vehicles through the village is a 
constant concern. 
 

 
I’m nervous walking on our footpaths we haven’t got many and they are narrow and the lorries drive 
fast and quite neat to the pavements. 
Would welcome some restrictions to  
heavy lorries, 
 

 



They are too large and travel too fast for the streets narrowed by parking.  
They destroy the road surface and greatly exacerbate any congestion, such as that around the 
school. 
 

 
Living on the main road in Wingrave I have been astounded by the size of some of the vehicles that 
try to come through the village. We have had a number of incidents where large branches have been 
taken off the trees that divide our garden from the road, a number of which are listed in our homes 
listing protection, always by lorries that are too large to be coming along the road. We have seen 
vehicles stuck, causing major traffic incidents and lorries trying to turn round and damaging 
properties when they realise they can’t safely get through the village. I am unsure of the legal 
ramifications once a freight zone is established but I would be interested to see if this actually does 
reduce the size of traffic, and would hope this will be monitored to ensure it’s success. I very much 
look forward to the prospect of not having my whole house shake when lorries go past! 
 

 
The level of freight traffic passing through Mentmore (often at excessive speed) is a danger to other 
drivers, walkers and cyclists. The roads are not suitable. My house shakes violently whenever a fully 
laden lorry passes and cracks have appeared in the building as a result. It's not unusual for lorries to 
have problems going round the narrow bends in Mentmore causing further delays and dangers. 
 

 
Strongly object to heavy traffic HGVs  being transferred to the B440, thus transferring the Ivinghoe 
Cheddington and Mentmore problems to Edlesborough Northall and Billington.  It is just not 
acceptable. 
 
As it currently stands there is too much traffic anyway and causing serious problems to the drains  all 
along Leighton Road 
 

 
HGV lorries are ruining our roads and lanes. They are not suitable for this kind of traffic, resulting in 
large pot holes, and local residents being forced into the side of the road. I have lost a wing mirror in 
such a incident and the offending vehicle was travelling far too fast! 
 

 
Long overdue, so very pleased to see some action in stopping unnecessary HGV movements 
 

 
The key to an effective TRO is enforcement from day one. Presumably the police will be responsible 
for this. Are they able and prepared to take on this task. Will there be permanent ANPR cameras 
installed at key junctions (best) or mobile apparatus (less good) and how will enforcement be able to 
differentiate between lawful and unlawful HGV movements? We know that occupiers of the Airfield 
Estate who have conditions attached to their planning permissions prohibiting vehicles passing 
through the village regularly flout these restrictions. 
Whilst I appreciate this proposed TRO is to relate only to HGVs, Mentmore is heavily used in the 
morning and evening peak periods by very large numbers of cars and light goods vehicles all of 
which bring noise, pollution, damage and danger to this village and its residents. It is no 
exaggeration to say that at these periods it is downright dangerous to cross the village road. Some 
means must be found of reducing the number of such vehicles passing through the village and the 
excessive speeds at which they do so. 
 



 
I would support it if the freight  zone explicitly excluded HGVs from the B440. The idea that it is safe 
for these vehicles to travel on this road with the restricted width on the brow of the hill by 
Edlesborough church is a nonsense. I know the idea is to send them the longer way round but 
without an explicit restriction on this road many will take the shorter route.  In addition, walking 
along the B440 from Edlesborough to Northall village, which a great many of us do, can be terrifying 
when an HGV comes along. There are parts with no footway and on the aforementioned hill the path 
is so narrow that a wing mirror on a huge vehicle a tiny bit too close to the side, could be disastrous 
to a walker. 
 

 
We feel that if the Freight Zone is implemented, then it will inevitably increase HGV traffic through 
Edlesborough on the B440. It seems ridiculous to transfer HGVs from one B road through villages on 
to another.  We feel that the B440 should be included in the scheme as by definition, B roads are not 
suitable for HGVs. 
 

 
Hgv traffic though the villages in very dangerous and the roads completly unsuitable so the more 
that this can be kept to a minimum the better. 
 

 
I am sure you are all aware of the damage they cause to the roads and the risk to pedestrians. It 
often surprises me how fast they thunder through the village and how many there are! 
 

 
Fully supportive of this initiative 
 

 
traffic movements in our villages have become intolerable 
 

 
I have young children with asthma who go to school in the village. I too have multiple health 
concerns and asthmas as does my husband.  I believe access only is the best way to limit pollution 
and illness in the village as well as noise pollution. There is also no practical and safe solution for safe 
parking and access in the village should these trucks be allowed to freely access the villages small 
roads. There is also issues with damage to roads and properties due to heavy vehicle road use. 
 

 
No HGV over the bridges 
 

 
As having bought an old house on Leighton Road the amount of HGVs currently using this road is 
ridiculous and this plan just makes it far worse. It’s a narrowish road anyway and it simply is crazy 
especially where the road gets very tight near the turning to Edlesborough. Very unhappy amount 
this, no thought as normal 
 

 
The road through the village is bendy and narrow. It also has poor visibility. I have been forced to 
drive on the pavement on more than 1 occasion. 
 



We in Billington have enough problems with traffic .. the hill is a big problem and the footpath is 
very small . We have lots of families that have moved here who frequently use the path which is 
VERY narrow .. the hgvs have to “gun” it to get up the Billington hill both ways and there are houses 
all along this road and both sides of the hill . In my opinion as a local business owner on this road it is 
NOT suitable for HGVs .. we have only just had it downgraded as an A road due to it being 
unsuitable.  There are also quite a few people who keep horses in the village and have only just 
started to dare use the road . This would put a stop to that which would be a shame as we are a 
village and would like to stay that way . We thought that was what the bypass was built for . 
 

 
The alternative route that will be used if it goes ahead not only still goes past houses and other 
residents but this road is a widely ignored 30mph road in Northall. Traffic including HGV already 
speed past houses causing them to shake and walkers who almost get pulled into the road due to 
the speed of these vehicles. At least the roads in Ivinghoe are less straight and prevent the speed of 
the zHGV. Large vehicles are a fact of modern consumer life. Why should one village be protected 
inflicting more nuisance  and danger on another. If traffic is still. Ring allowed in then unless policed 
it will be ignored. 
Traffic might just have to find it’s own natural route.  
This scheme isn’t solving a traffic problem it’s simply moving it. 
 

 
We walk our little ones down the high street to pre-school and school, those big lorries plough 
through the village.....it’s so daunting when they pass, the pathway gets very narrow in 
places.....please consider supporting this cause...... 
 
 

 
The new plan is to reduce the number of lorries running through the villages of Ivinghoe, 
Cheddington and Mentmore. Unfortunately this would result in an increase in the number of HGVs 
using the B440 through Billington and the B489. The B440 is already heavily used by cars and HGVs, 
many of which ignore the 30 speed limit in the village of Billington. My driveway, and that of many 
others in the village, leads straight on to the B440 and I am regularly beaped at and over taken on a 
road with double white lines in the middle. This road is already very busy, noisy and dangerous due 
to the amount of traffic on the road. Please include the B440 in the proposed freight exclusion zone. 
 

 
After reading about the proposal, I am really worried and upset about the impact it will have on our 
wonderful little village of Great Billington. 
 
I don't understand why our village isn't included in the freight zone area as we already have a lot of 
traffic, usually speeding over the 30 limit. It's very dangerous to cross the roads as it is! 
 
It would appear that even though it would help reduce lorries going through Ivinghoe, it would just 
force other residents, in Great Billington, to suffer. Surely that goes against the reason for doing 
this? 
 
According to an analysis from Edlesborough PC, the proposal will cause 60% - 80% of of the lorries 
passing through the zone to come through B440 (through Billington) instead! 
 
I have lived here for 2 years now and this would honestly destroy the atmosphere and safety of the 
village.  



 
Please include us in the zone, I would wholly support it if we were as I agree with the reasoning. I 
care greatly about the environment aswell. 
 

 
I think the overall idea is a good one, and vital for the health of the smaller villages at this end of 
Buckinghamshire.  Having said that, if you want the traffic to use the roads that you say, you must 
also ban the big lorries from the b440, otherwise that will pick up a lot of the slack and just get 
swamped. It is very narrow in parts, and already very busy; this change, if the b440 isn't included in 
the list of excluded roads, will make it far worse. 
 

 
The Pitstone and Ivinghoe high street should remain restricted to heavy traffic due to the narrow 
passing space in Ivinghoe, schools and residents exercising and walking in the area. 
 

 
The lorries go through the village and surrounding area so fast and there seems to be so many of 
them. I am wholeheartedly in support of the Freight Zone regulation order. 
 

 
We have young children and our garden backs onto one of the main roads into the village. We have 
noticed an increase in traffic going past, particularly larger vehicles. The village has small roads not 
suited to this volume of traffic. There are a lot of cyclists that use the area for leisure purposes and 
the traffic poses a risk to them. All roads into the village are in a poor state of repair, one in 
particular has failed which is worsening due to the volume of larger vehicles using the roads. A 
freight zone regulation order will significantly improve the wellbeing of the village. 
 

 
Lorries which drive through this zone, drive too quickly are too large for the roads they are using and 
are damaging the roads and bridges. 
There are enough alternative routes to allow them to safely to to their destinations without using 
smaller roads as rat runs. 
 

 
The B488 is completely unsuitable for HGV's The camber of the road will often lead to house 
movement as they pass through and when 2 are passing in opposite directions, traffic is often held 
up for several  minutes. 
 

 
This order will result in increased freight traffic on B440 through Billington, this road is not suitable 
for high levels of freight traffic due to visability and hills. The road also runs directly through the 
centre of the village and increased freight traffic will make it less safe when crossing across to the 
park and village hall. 
 

 
B440 was recently downgraded from A 4146 to B440 single carriageway with variable speed 
restrictions running through numerous villages across Bedfordshire , Hertfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire. Great  Billington is a hamlet divided by road along with other villages. The traffic is 
dense and struggles to flow when conditions are inclement as the hill by church is very steep. The 
current traffic levels discourage pedestrians  from walking along the pavement and therefore there 



is an impact on the environment as villagers use their cars to run local messages. In essence 
additional freight would seriously have a negative impact upon our communities and the B440 is not 
a suitable carriageway for heavy vehicles. 
 

 
We get a lot of HGV's travelling though the village using it a a rat run. The road is not wide enough 
for two HGV's to pass and as a result all the road edges are badly worn away and damaged with 
potholes. The footpath through the village is badly maintained necessitating pedestrians having to 
walk in the road - there is no footpath at all heading out of the village up to the B489. The right angle 
bend to Horton Farm has been in a state of collapse for years and this has been made worse by 
HGV's using the road. 
 

 
I have lived on the A4146 now known as the B440 for 50 years and have seen the volume of traffic 
grow year on year. In the past the only heavy vehicles we saw were the odd delivery vehicle and 
farm vehicles. Now we are the rat run for very heavy vehicles 6 axles which plough through our 
village through out the day and  even through the night. Trying to sleep is almost impossible and 
during the day it is an endless stream of traffic driving and sometimes up to 10 vehicles at a time 
racing one another over the hill and down the other side ignoring the 30mph speed limit to see how 
fast they can possibly go. For heavy lorries stopping  is a serious problem with the weight of their 
cargo increasing the momentum. Perhaps Bucks should have carried out a survey on this road before 
they try to add to what is already an extremely dangerous road. There are no crossing places in the 
village and sections of our single footpath are under 1 metre in width. Large lorries overhang the 
path and pedestrians have to dodge their wing mirrors. So please go back to the drawing board and 
find another way of dealing with your lorries without adding more to our over run village as well as 
Edlesborough. Perhaps you need to build a road which will cater for them and upgrade the A4212 
and 422 at the same time. Your roads are woefully inadequate so please  get on with it and stop 
diverting them to other villages in another county. 
 

 
A good reason for restricting the size of lorries which pass through Ivinghoe is the width of pavement 
outside the Kings Head opposite the church because long vehicles have great difficulty in making a 
left turn out of Station Road causing danger to pedestrians on this pavement. The road geometry at 
this junction is woefully inadequate to accommodate  the substantial volume of  large lorry 
movements which take place and hence a major hazard  particularly for pedestrians. 
 

 
Whilst I agree the areas covered are not suitable for HGVs this should also include the B440 as all 
HGVS would use this road as an alternative passing through three 30 Mile villages Grat  Billington, 
Northall and Edlesborough which would be a disaster to the communities bringing house prices 
down causing pollution and noise and houses to shake . The M1 11a junction is there to move the 
lorries away from B roads . I urge you to include the B440 in your decision 
 

 
I would completely support the Ivinghoe Area Freight Zone Traffic Regulation Order if you would 
include the B440 in this, as I am very concerned that a great many large lorries would simply divert 
along this route, and the village of Edlesborough is completely unsuitable for a large amount of 
freight, particularly on the brow of the hill by Edlesborough Church, and just over the hill in the 
direction of Northall/Leighton Buzzard where the road is very narrow. 
 

 



The increase of heavy vehicle is a safety risk to walkers and cyclists. We have noise pollution and it’s 
causing damage to our building. Additionally the roads are not wide enough or maintained to 
support the type and frequency of heavy traffic 
 

 
The introduction of a freight zone as suggested would increase the large vehicle traffic along the 
B440 which is already very busy.  
 
This is already a dangerous road with many pedestrians using it.  
 
I would support the idea if the B440 was to be included in the proposal. 
 

 
This needs to be stopped as the roads cannot take it, and the increased traffic and speed is 
dangerous. 
 

 
Please stop HGV’s using our villages as a short cut ! Our narrow roads aren’t meant for them.! 
 

 
We need to stop our roads being used as cut through to non essential HGV’s. It’s not only damaging 
to our roads it’s the environment that is being polluted both physically and by the noise. 
 

 
Good idea to protect pedestrians, motorists, cyclists, air quality and the environment in our villages - 
not to mention the road surfaces. 
 

 
Improvement in air quality and less damage to roads which are not strong enough to take the weight 
of hgvs 
 

 
I would like for there to be an access only policy for large trucks / HGVs into the village. 
 

 
The narrow roads are bad for cars let alone HGVs. Awful risk to life by having them careering 
through our village. 
 

 
A reduction in HGVs would be welcome. 
HGVs are not appropriate in a rural area with narrow roads, difficult junctions  and sharp bends. 
 

 
HGVs regularly exceed the 30mph speed limit through the village 
 

 
I am voting yes because of the Health & Safety issue of large lorries trundling through the villages 
sometimes driving too fast weaving in and out of parked cars. Plus our bridges and roads are being 
destroyed. 
 



 
1. Some of the  trucks are too wide for the canal bridge here and the edges are constantly try being 
damaged. 
2. Some come over the bridge so fast that the road surface is damaged and  our house shakes! This 
also happens during the night . 
3. These vehicles pass between our Primary  School and The Green, (where the playground is)  on a 
narrow High Street. 
4. Coming from  the Cheddington direction, on entering Cooks Wharf  there are only two options: 
continuing to the end of the road to a  T-junction with extremely limited visibility, or turning left  
under a low,  narrow bridge. 
Neither route is wide enough to have a footpath. 
 

 
In my life I have never seen so much HGV movement travelling along Mentmore road cheddington 
and i was born and lived in Cheddington all my life.As the parish council and the planers gave 
permission for a pedestrian crossing situated outside this new estate , I believe it won’t be used 
much as far to dangerous because of the excess speed the vehicles travel along Mentmore road ,and 
I believe something  should be done about this very dangerous situation also 
 

 
The size, speed and number of vehicles using the roads in Cheddington poses a significant danger to 
the public. It is also clearly affecting the structural integrity of properties along their route. 
 

 
The amount of HGV s passing through the village and hence directly past the school is creating a real 
hazard.  Many often mount the pavement and pose worrying problems for the children whose ages 
are 4-11. 
 

 
Fully support this plan and the reasons for it. 
 

 
Safety first 
 

 
The Cheddington Primary school gates open directly onto the high street so any reduction in traffic 
passing the school would help. 
The main access to the village from Tring is via the canal bridge at Cook's Wharf, this is both very 
narrow and very old. A reduction of large and heavy traffic over the bridge will reduce the need for 
frequent repairs. 
 

 
There is a lot of  through lorry traffic along the High Street and no other traffic control to slow it 
down and control lorry volume 
 
We need this regulation order as soon as possible. 
 

 



There are no other measures to control lorries through the village. 
 
The village badly needs this regulation order. 
 

 
With Cheddington being a small village and the school being on the main road through the village I 
feel that it is dangerous having large lorries passing through the village unnecessarily. 
 

 
I’ve lived on Mentmore road all my life and know with all the HGV traffic using this C road it’s 
becoming unbearable, A c road was never meant to be used for HGV traffic and the bridges that are 
leading into the village will be like brownlow bridge and need repairing.I hope theses vehicles can be 
reduced as when they stop outside my house waiting to get passed the stationary vehicles and 
chugging away and polluting the atmosphere with there toxic fumes this is most important to me as 
I have severe emphysema and of course is not doing me any good 
 

 
The local school is on the high street and it could be dangerous. Also extra pollution we do not need. 
Our roads are not wide enough and not built to take these heavy lorries. 
 

 
Far too many coming through! 
Need action before there’s a nasty accident 
 

 
In principle I am in support of the freight zone restrictions, however; I wish to raise objection to the 
proposal in that it excludes the B440 through Northall and Edlesborough. The objective is desirable 
but as currently configured it will move through traffic from the B488 to the B440. The main issue is 
through traffic. This is identified as traffic choosing to divert from the M1 to the A41 when there are 
obstructions on the motorway. That traffic chooses to use minor roads is sub optimal yet 
understandable as natural behaviour. Provision should be made to remove the option of diversion 
on to B class roads instead of major roads wherever they may be. That the B440 is to be permitted in 
this scheme is inexcusable. The B440 must be included in the exclusion as other routes are available 
and this route is as unsuitable as the B488 and other D class roads often used. That, due to 
exclusions within Herts and Beds, alternatives are wide of the direct route on unsuitable roads is of 
no fault of Buckinghamshire. Due consideration must be given to residents of Edlesborough and 
Northall.  
It is stated within the report that any increase to the B440 will be minor, this therefore implies that 
any reduction to traffic volumes on the B488 will also be minor. It could be assumed there is little to 
be gained from any regulation order to minimise the impact away from those villages.  
A fundamental reconsideration is required or the B440 must be included in the restricted through 
route for transiting freight traffic. 
The main problem is heavy commercials diverting from the M1 to the M25 westward, not which 
through route they should take. 
 

 
Our local roads and canal bridges are not designed for the sheer volume and size / weight of 40T 
vehicles 
Some roads including my own have  needed  repair for some time or one example station road re 
done  where you can see severe damage . 



Our own street is a bus route but often large vehicles take short cuts and seen mounting kerbs to get 
through. 
 

 
To many large goods vehicles using the local roads through anound the local villages ee 
 

 
we are fed up with the constant barrage of hgv lorries going up and down through ivinghoe/pitstone 
all day long.the humps are not slowing lorries or cars and are causing  noise and creating more 
pollution. we would like to see the humps removed and as an alternative schicains put in their place. 
 

 
The roads around Cheddington are woefully inadequate for heavy goods vehicles and the number 
and size of potholes and failed surfaces are frankly a serious embarrassment to Buckinghamshire 
Council. Movements to and from the airfield near Long Marston have increased dramatically in the 
last few years and this, coupled with the 100 new houses being built in the village, means that the 
transport infrastructure is already overburdened. 
 

 
We need to stop the large lorries from using our villages. It’s dangerous. 
 

 
The proposal is totally unacceptable as it does not consider the impact of the surrounding area and 
just moves the problem else where to for eaxmple Edlesborough and Billington , where the B440 
would be unable to deal with the impact. 
 
URGENTLY review and updaye your proposal. 
 

 
The local roads are impassable at times due to the size of commercial freight vehicles navigating 
mainly residential streets - residents’ and station goers’ cars parked on the road often compound the 
issue. The constant resurfacing works on the local roads would suggest the type and volume of 
traffic makes the roads not fit for purpose. 
 

 
Just trying to cross the round is horrendous the big Lorrie's nearly take the front of you bonnet of 
and want you to back up so thay  
Can get round the corner by the Kings Head restaurant. 

That should not be on these small road,s it was nice when that put a ban on last year .       
 

 
Stop the lorries please hurtling down our high street before a child is killed 
 

 
I live opposite the school and regularly see HGVs at all hours driving through our congested high 
street. It is so unsafe at school time and dangerous in the evening as they just speed through the 
village.  
 
Furthermore the air pollution from these in the vicinity of the school is also an area of concern.  
 



Also the listed bridge to Cooks Wharf is also a regular site of issue as large HGVs ground and damage 
the brick (like Brownlow bridge  which was out of action for 6 months). It should also be noted that 
due to the height restriction on the tunnel after the Cooks Wharf bridge, lorries drive to the end of 
the road which is a narrow, blind junction and often churn up the curbs, ground the road and cause 
real risks and issues on the main road.  
 
We need these lorries to be diverted.  
 
For the safety of the school and preservation of the bridge HGVs should not be permitted through 
the High Street and divert as per the plan 
 

 
Extend the no parking zone around the school and make the High Street a 20mph zone. 
 

 
Our narrow road and bridges are unsuitable for HGVs. 
 

 
The lorries are too big and cause blockages trying to manoeuvre around parked cars on the High 
Street and Mentmore Road. Sone of the houses are very old and shake as the lorries go past. 
 

 

Sick of my house trembling with the amount of lorries             driving through 
 

 
Please reduce traffic driving through cheddington ftim Leighton buzzard on way to A41 
 

 
I definitely think lorries should be banned from going through Wingrave (unless for access) as the 
village doesn't have any safe crossing for children going to school from oneside of winslow road to 
the other. Numerous cars already speed through the village. I had my cat killed recently along the 
Winslow Road and lorries thundering through are just unnecessary. 
 
There was also a serious accdient with a bike and a car recently. The road surface is already very 
poor and lorries going through will just make it deteriate even quicker. 
 

 
Please stop heavy transport using our roads as a thoroughfare or short cut. Causes excessive road 
damage and unnecessary traffic in residential areas including schools and recreation areas. 
 

 
We live by Station Road in Cheddington and the HGV's using the road cause the house to shake by 
using a road that is just not designed for them. It is too narrow and the bridge by Cheddington 
station is constantly needing repair. 
When you add the number of commuter vehicles that park on Station Road, it is hopelessly 
inadequate for HGV's and dangerous. 
I fully support this TRO. 
 

 



Having young children the impact on them and their wellbeing due to the pollution being created as 
well as the increased traffic for a village concerns me greatly. 
 

 
The lorries are far too big to come through our village. 
Also over the years we have suffered with the railway bridge being damaged, these enormous lorries 
can not be doing the bridge any good. 
 

 
I live just off the B440 in Northall and am concerned this plan will just divert traffic onto the B440 
which is just not appropriate for large HGV traffic. My children have to cross over and wait on the 
B440 each morning for their school bus and I am concerned for their safety in having to cross the 
road each morning with HGV lorries hurtling through these quiet villages.  
 
I am in support of Edlesborough Parish Council’s proposal that the B440 should also be included in 
the proposed freight zone, in order to protect the children who wait and cross this road each day for 
the various school buses that use this road and stop frequently along it. 
 

 
I feel this proposal will mean an even heavier flow of HGV’s  cutting through and using the B440. 
This is already a very busy route with vehicles constantly breaking the speed limit and causing 
constant noise pollution to the people of Billington, Northall and Edlesborough. 
I urge the proposers of this plan to think carefully about the impact this scheme will have on village 
life.  
You must consider the needs of the villages and the already poor road conditions which cannot take 
anymore heavy traffic flow and please include the B440 in the proposed freight zone.  
Thank you 
 

 
I am extremely concerned and worried to learn about the proposed Ivinghoe Area Freight Zone. I live 
in Northall and I agree with Edlesborough Parish Council’s assessment of the proposal that it is highly 
likely to significantly increase the volume of HGVs using the B440. It is logical that HGVs will end up 
driving on the B440, driving through the villages of Edlesborough, Northall and Billington as the HGV 
drivers seek out  the shortest route, as most drivers tend to do on any journey. The reasons for my 
concerns are: 
1. The safety of pedestrians in these villages, especially the many school children catching school 
buses to senior schools in Buckinghamshire, is at risk. These children, like my 11 year old daughter, 
need to cross the B440 every day and increasing the HGV traffic hurtling through our quiet villages 
will undoubtedly reduce their safety crossing the road and waiting for buses and may ultimately 
prove fatal. I also have 3 younger children who will also need to cross the B440 safely in years to 
come as they wait for school buses and are dropped back off the bus. We need to protect these 
school children. 
2. Increased HGV traffic will also increase air and noise pollution in these quiet villages which will 
adversely impact on the health and well-being of all residents 
3. It seems grossly unfair that the current proposal to reduce HGV traffic travelling through Ivinghoe, 
Cheddington and Mentmore will be at the likely cost of increasing HGV traffic through Edlesborough, 
Northall and Billington. 
 
I am therefore in complete support of Edlesborough Parish Council’s alternative proposal that the 
B440 must be included in the proposed Ivinghoe Area Freight Zone. The safety of the villages’ 
children is paramount and should be treated as such. 



The zone should be extended to include the B440 through Billington, Northall and Edlesborough. 
Otherwise it is not realistic to expect the haulage traffic to choose the alternative longer routes via 
Aylesbury. The 7.5tonne limit should be applied also to the B440. 
 

 
HGV traffic turning in the centre of the village has damaged the road surface.  
Turning HGV vehicles overhang the narrow pavements, making it dangerous for people pushing 
buggies and wheelchairs. The roads are narrow with HGV traffic having to squeeze past parked cars.  
Regulating the traffic will improve the quality of life, and safety, of Ivinghoe residents. 
 

 
Please implement the proposal as soon as possible! 
 

 
Stopping lorries from driving down certain roads is not going to make them magically disappear. 
What will happen is they will still travel, but will cause problems in other areas.  I am opposing this 
proposal because it does not give any thought as to where these HGVs will go.  
With your proposal, they will end up rat-running through villages such as Edlesborough and Northall.  
This will happen because the drivers all use SatNavs, which will try to find the fastest route 
regardless of the type of road.  
I therefore object to your proposed freight zone unless it includes B roads such as the B440 and 
B468. 
 

 
The roads in Ivinghoe are completely unsafe. All residents who live on the Wellcroft side of the 
village have to cross the B488 with no crossing points or traffic regulation. Perilous, especially with 
enormous lorry’s flying up and down the roads, often in speeds well in excess of 30mph. The roads 
feel dangerous and are dangerous and the pedestrian public is ignored. The rationale about no 
traffic calming measures is ludicrous. If all we can achieve is traffic regulation order which will limit 
the number of heavy goods vehicles on the roads in this residential area, then we MUST embrace it 
and see it progress to fruition. Safe crossing points also need to be addressed as a matter of urgency. 
 

 
The village is too small to support huge lorries on narrow pavements with children around. It isn’t 
safe and the roads are not made to accommodate it. Thanks. 
 

 
The B440 main road from Edlesborough through Northall towards Billington is an already very busy 
road. Introducing a freight zone around the equally unsuitable route currently through Ivinghoe is 
merely transfering the current problem.  
1. Many houses on this road house families. We believe considering our own childs age and the fact 
that there is not much space between main road and front door it highly unsafe! We also have the 
added trouble of trying to get out of the drive due to the current amount of traffic. Most days we 
can be sat there for around 5-10mins just waiting for a space. 
2. As we live on this main road the noise that these huge trucks and HGVs make is unacceptable.  
3. The current proposed routes are not necessarily the shortest. The drivers will always choose the 
easiest and shortest routes which unfortunately includes the B440. This increase in traffic will slow 
down the already considerable traffic that goes past. 
 

 



I can see the principle but actually you will just then be overloading the areas that 'allowed HGV 
transport' uses and that will negatively affect Billington  , Northall & Edlesborough. 
 
My view is that the B440 should be included in the restricted area of the proposed freight zone. 
 It is also concerning that the County council have ignored the parish council's concerns. These are 
our representatives  they should not be ignored! 
 

 
I am both in favour of and not in favour of the proposed plan due to the following reasons. 
 
Having lived on Leighton Road (B440) in Northall for the past 6 years I have noticed an increase in 
Heavy Goods Vehicles traffic. Being a B road it is incredibly unsuitable for the flow of traffic that it 
receives. It is also noted that a large percentage of these vehicles (both HGV and regular) do not 
adhere to the speed limits of the road, which vary from 40 zones and 30 zones meaning it can be 
very unsafe when walking along the very narrow pavements. 
 
The proposed plan would currently mean diverting more traffic flow through the village which is 
unacceptable and also unsafe to the many families living on the road who have children, with cars 
and lorries often going through well over the speed limit. 
 
The B440 is unsuitable for this level of traffic and is not designed for HGV and as such unless changes 
are made to the plan to incorporate the B440 into the plan I cannot support due to the impact to the 
surrounding villages. 
 

 
HGV's should not be permitted on any 'B' roads.  
 
This was the rationale for the MK bypass, the LB bypass, the M1 improvements (installation of 
Junction 11A / lane widening) and the A41 extension to Aylesbury.  
 
This proposal appears to be selective of where the HGV ban is implemented. Unless there is a 
blanket ban the problem is transferred to another 'B' road. 
 
There is a comprehensive motorway / bypass network for lorries which is fit for purpose. Village 
roads are NOT designed and built for this purpose.  
 
Allowing HGV's to detour through villages is unacceptable. 
 

 
I am in favour of removing HGV's from village roads which are unsuitable for them but the result of 
your proposal is that the diverted HGV's will finish up using the B440 which passes through Billington 
and Edlesborough. This road is narrow, partcularly over the hills in the two villages and unsuitable 
for even more traffic.  We have enough HGV's already. 
If you could include the B440 in your proposal that would be progress and I would support this. 
 

 
hi, 
the amount of heavy lorry  traffic that passes my house is no joke, the roads were not built for the 
amount of heavy lorrys, 
 

 



Include the B440 in the proposed freight zone through Billington, Northall & Edlesborough. 
 

 
A lot of the displaced HGV traffic will come down the B440 (Leighton Road) through Edlesborough, 
Northall and Billington and this is not an acceptable solution to the problem. The B440 needs to be 
included in the Ivinghoe Area Freight Zone Traffic Regulation Order. 
I support Edlesborough Parish Council's proposal in this matter. 
 

 
To progress with this proposal , Northall Billington and Edlesborough sB440 should be included as a 
restricted area . 
Out houses shake when lorries pass , they don’t observe the speed restriction, no cars do actually 
and there are no speed cameras to slow drivers coming from national speed limit a few hundred 
yards before it goes to 40 miles per hour 
 

 
Having  looked at the proposal I feel it would mean that more traffic  would travel through the 
village of Edlesborough. As a village which has already been chosen as an area for new housing the 
increase of traffic is already evident. To increase the number of hgv traffic is not acceptable. 
Therefore I feel that the proposed freight zone should be extended to include the B440 
 

 
I live on the B440 Leighton Road and I strongly object to the diversion of HGV traffic to this road.  My 
cottage 'shakes' when HGV vehicles pass through. The alleged study that was carried out does NOT 
reflect the amount of HGVs that currently use this road. They come through at all times of the day 
and night constantly. There is already an issue when two try to pass on the road at the top of the 
Edlesborough hill by the church.  The main road through the village is already dangerous to anybody 
trying to cross or walk through due to vehicles and HGVs speeding through - your plan will only 
exacerbate this dangerous situation. 
You state in your explanation that 'The aim is to reduce traffic on local roads by removing those 
HGVs that are just passing through. This will reduce negative impacts on local residents, buildings 
and the environment.' - how on earth are you managing this when it is all going to be diverted to MY 
local road. Disrupting my days and nights and devaluing my property. 
I urge you to include the B440 in the freight strategy zone. 
 

 
I do not support the proposed freight zone and believe it should be expanded to include the road I 
live on (B440).  The freight (and other) traffic that uses the B440 will be increased dramatically by 
this proposal. As someone with children who lives in the 30 zone it is scary how common it is to 
witness traffic not following the speed limit. When walking along the footpath, which at times is very 
narrow and close to the road, it can be a harrowing experience with two children and a dog on tow. 
The very large HGVs that travel this section are so close that the force of the slipstream created by 
the vehicles can move you. There are also currently no traffic calming measures at the entrances to 
the village of Northall. The B440 was downgraded from an A road previously which suggests that it is 
not suitable for freight . 
 

 
The road is too narrow and would be dangerous near church 
 

 



The increase traffic through an already busy village. The danger at the top of Edlesborough (where 
the church meets) blind bend. 
The danger to school children awaiting school buses on an already very busy road 

 
We often walk from the village to the church and along the various footpaths on that side of the 
road. 
Literally everytime you take a breath before stepping out as even if its clear, cars and larger lorries 
travel through at such speed. The camera seems to offer little fear in drivers. Further along where 
the paths come out onto the Leighton road the traffic thunders along. Too fast. Having more larger 
lorries will only mean additional risk as cars and bikes will only try to over take.  
The villages along this road between leighton buzzard and hemel are already subject to high volume 
of traffic. How would the small village at waters end cope?  
Please keep traffic away from villages and encourage to use specifically designed roads that are large 
enough and equipped to support them. 
 

 
I would like to see this put in hand as soon as possible , please. 
 

 
The Leighton road through Edlesborough northall and billington is already a very dangerous road. 
Cars and lorries do not stick to speed limits. Walking along the path when a lorry goes past is truly 
scary, especially by the narrowing in Edlesborough. Children catch the school bus from multiple 
points on this road and have to cross over to do so. There is nowhere safe to allow them to do this. I 
dread to think of consequences of children crossing the road while speeding 7.5t vehicles whizz 
through. There are also a number of driveways where the visibility of oncoming vehicles is limited, 
this already causes problems with speeding vehicles, this is a potential accident waiting to happen 
with HGV's. Increased lorries through multiple villages that straddle this road is not a viable option. 
 

 
This road is not adequate for freight vehicles due to narrowing by the church on the hill and at Billing 
ton near the Farm. This road on the whole is too narrow for such large vehicles. It would cause a lot 
of congestion which would make it hard to get out of the village and it would also make it very 
dangerous. 
 

 
The road through Edlesborough is very thin as you go up the hill from Northall to the church in 
Edlesborough. It is very tight for 2 lorries to pass here which causes a bottle neck and is then  very 
dangerous for any pedestrians as the path is very thin at this point.  
 
Also this will cause traffic issues coming out of High Street. Traffic has increased already due to new 
estates being built.  This will cause queues and congestion particularly during the school run. 
 

 
My experience of the Dagnall to Northall stretch it is currently pretty terrifying already without 
further heavy traffic redirected to use it. .  
 
For pedestrians getting over the road at many points is hard enough and lorries come by so close to 
you its scary. The pavements (where they exist) are so narrow and as a driver the road is not wide 
enough for hgv’s passing at some points.  
 
 This is a B road for a reason and weight restrictions should be enforced. 



 
Very dangerous road around the church, having HG ‘a will lead to accidents and possibly deaths due 
to the junction and speed of these vehicles. A terrible idea 
 

 
This is dangerous and unsafe. 
 

 
I’m utterly appalled and dismayed that the council intend to shift all the HGVs onto the b440 
through edlesborough northall and billington. The road was recently declassified from the a4146 to 
the b440 and this scheme makes a mockery of this. The road is wholly unsuitable to be an hgv route. 
I doubt there is even sufficient space for 2 large lorries to pass near the church in edlesborough. I’m 
pretty sure a 3 way traffic light system will need installing which will cause chaos too. The well used 
pavement is only approx 15” wide and when I run along the edles/ northall section I feel the existing 
trucks almost pull you into the road as it is. Kids have to cross this road and wait for school buses. It 
already has many bad accidents along the Northall section and more thundering lorries won’t help.  
I do not recognise the survey that was done and believe it to be flawed. There are many more lorries 
(otherwise why even bother with a freight zone???)  
I’m in agreement with removing the lorries through the other villages but not at the expense of 
edlesborough and northall ... the b489 and more specifically the b440 need to be included in the 
freight free zone. Did bucks fail to sign up to the 7.5t weight restriction on the b440 (adopted by 
both beds and herts) because they had this in mind? 
 

 
As a regular user of this road riding and driving our horses on this road as its the o ly way to access 
any bridleways etc we already encounter the occasional lorry amongst the cars . This road is 
dangerous already with people not obeying speed limits. Having it as a freight route will make it for 
us horse owners unusable without the fear of getting killed or injured.  The road in places is not 
suitable for hgv lorrys and this is a highly populated equestrian area. Not to mention  that it was 
reduced previously to prevent the lorries using it for such before. With all the bypasses in place and 
as a driver of goods myself for 20 yrs  it should not be permissable for anything over 7.5 except for 
access 
 

 
There are stretches of the road between Dagnall and Leighton buzzard where it is far too narrow for 
a car and a tractor to pass comfortably, so if a tractor and a freight vehicle tried to pass it would be 
mayhem! 
 

 
It was changed to a B road for a reason. There are too many Childers on and off busses in the stretch 
between Dagnall and Northall- please don’t do this as there could be fatal accidents. 
 

 
I live on the B440 between the Dagnall and Great Billington.  
What are the implications of this scheme for this road which still has too many HGV’s despite being 
reclassified? 
 

 
Over 7.5 already follow the B489 from Tring and as can’t go through Ivinghoe continue up past 
Ivinghoe beacon to the Travellers Rest roundabouts ; They then turn left towards Leighton Buzzard 
via the virtual ONE lane past  Edlesborough Historic church and through Northall and Billington Hill. 



THEY DO NOT. take the route you suggest especially those travelling north on the A41; Why go mikes 
out of their way when they can ‘cut the corner’. 
Beds CC are already directing traffic from LB to the Billington T junction so there will be large 
volumes on what is now a B road 
 

 
This will make the junction next to Edlesborough church extremely dangerous. This is also a route 
where people regularly ride horses which is a disaster waiting to happen. 
 

 
The section of road passing by edlesborough church and then on thru Northall is not suited to heavy 
traffic both in terms of the width of the road, the speed limits on the road and the proximity of 
houses. 
 

 
Risk to children's lives crossing the road by the church on the hill. Dangerous when waiting to turn 
right and lorries squeeze past, my car has been damaged previously by a lorry not waiting for me to 
turn right into Edlesborough village.  
Make lorries use the M1 not narrow village roads with houses directly on the road. 
 

 
Many families cross the to walk along side to church to the beacon. Much of the road has no 
footpath and this will make any foot traffic extremely dangerous 
 

 
The idea of the zone is clearly sound and valid, but it simply has not been thought through well 
enough. All that will happen if it is implemented as-is, is that the problem will shift a short distance - 
and another review and re-working will immediately be required to resolve that new problem. 
The B488 and B440 are very close to each other and it is very obvious to anyone who commutes 
over that area using a traffic-aware Sat-Nav (Waze, Google Navigation, etc.), that the two roads are, 
to a very large extent, interchangeable. Making one off-limits to certain types of traffic will obviously 
shift that traffic to the other. 
Far better to analyse it *properly* now so that the issue is resolved long-term, rather than merely 
moved slightly to one side. 
 

 
The B440 was reclassified from the A4146 and the amount of freight traffic greatly reduced.  More 
needs to be done to reduce HGVs on this stretch of road to ensure the safety of those accessing this 
road on foot and cycles.  If the freight were routed along this road the risk to life would be greatly 
increased. 
The junction at Edlesborough Church is of particular concern. 
Freight should be routed along larger arterial roads such as the A5 and A505. 
An alternative must be found to preserve life. 
 

 
I used to live in Church Croft, just down from Edlesborough Church.  That road is totally unsuitable 
for large vehicles.  It is too narrow for two large vehicles to pass safely near the church.  It would be 
extremely  detrimental  to the residents of that area in terms of noise and danger.  Please rethink. 
 

 



This proposed Freight Zone will make the B440 congested and unsafe in many sections particularly 
the section between Edlesborough church and the former Bell public house. 
 
There must be alternatives to this ..Bucks should have implemented 7.5T restriction when it was 
done by Herts and Beds !! 
 

 
This will only divert HGV freight traffic elsewhere. Surrounding villages are as equally unsuitable for 
such traffic and should be included in the consultation. Freight should only be allowed on major 
routes, for they will take the quickest routes which will be through surrounding villages. This is 
dangerous and short sighted. 
 

 
It’s a very silly thing to do. Leighton Road is not fit to stand these lorries, the roads are far too small. 
 

 
This road is totally unsuitable for HGVs especially the section near the church where the road is 
dangerously narrow. 
As a resident who uses the pub walking down the narrow pavement when large vehicles pass is scary 
and dangerous, you feel you have to move in or get your head banged by wing mirrors. 
This is a crazy idea and I strongly object. 
 

 
I live in a cottage on Leighton Road. My property fronts onto the pavement and was originally built 
in 1880. Most of the lorries which pass are travelling significantly above the 30mph speed limit. As a 
result they cause the entire house to shake.  In addition, the village has no safe crossing places and 
the road is already very dangerous for school children and elderly people to cross. The school bus 
drops the children on the side of the road (with no pavement).  An increase in lorries increases the 
risk. Additionally, there are many elderly residents in the village who are quite slow crossing the 
road and speeding lorries will make that increasingly dangerous. Additional lorries can not be 
directed through Northall without also implementing safe crossings and speed reduction measures. 
 

 
The area should be extended to include the B440 through Northall, Billington and Edlesborough.  
 
The B440 is a busy road and already quite dangerous with very small footpaths in places. Diverting 
HGVs to this road will worsen the problem and while it will benefit residents in some villages, it will 
significantly disadvantage residents of Northall, Billington and Edlesborough.  
 
The 'advantages and disadvantages' of the scheme fail to take into consideration the impacts on 
these residents. While there are 'advantages' for the villages within the zone, the direct opposite 
effects are true for the villages along Leighton Road: 
 
- Direct increase in HGV traffic on local roads  
- Concerns of local residents not addressed 
- Diverts all HGVs to equally unsuitable routes through villages 
- Increased emissions and improved air quality; increased risk of damage, vibration and noise (note 
there is no air quality monitoring in the freight zone to be able to advise on air quality levels, 
however they are most likely well below the annual averages for NOx and PM10). 
 



I would request that you include the direct impacts on the residents along the B440 Leighton Road in 
your proposal, and consider extending the freight zone to cover this road. 
 

 
This road is dangerous enough already. It needs traffic calming measures not freight traffic through 
tiny villages. It is absolutely ludicrous, totally dangerous and completely irresponsible to be even 
considering this. 
 

 
As a ‘ribbon development’ the majority of housing in Northall sits directly on the B440. The proposed 
freight zone aids several villages, notably Ivinghoe,  to the direct detriment of B440 residents, 
including those in Northall, who will see traffic volumes rise exponentially as traffic is re-routed 
through our village. The evidence being considered does not appear to have included a survey of 
freight vehicles and HGVs on the B440 and I’m at a loss to understand this omission. 
The most positive measures the traffic committee could take are a) to reject re-routing traffic to the 
B440 and b) to offer Northall additional traffic calming measures to slow traffic entering and leaving 
the village. This would enable the current distribution of traffic volumes to remain rather than 
concentrating them on the B440 and Northall/Billington. 
 

 
The diverting of HGV traffic away from Ivinghoe will merely move the problem to Edlesborough , 
Northall and Billington, as HGVs will use the B440, which is equally unsuited to HGV traffic.  
 
As all know, the problem for HGVs is the bottleneck posed by Aylesbury centre and their need to 
avoid it. Your  proposed route is longer and less likely to be used by HGVs, especially those using 
SatNavs, which will default to the shortest route.  
 
You are not solving a problem, merely moving it. 
 

 
The road is busy enough now with heavy  goods know. This is not a sensible answer  to the problem. 
getting out on to the Rd  now without any further  traffic is difficult. 
 

 
There are small villages along the route and access from both Eaton Bray and Edlesborough making 
life more fraught with danger. The roundabout at the Leighton Buzzard end is already jammed with 
traffic, feeding more lorries in will only make it worse. Lorries need to travel along major roads and 
dual carriageways because of their size except of course for essential access 
 

 
The use of the B440 as the new proposed freight road is simply unworkable and makes a mockery of 
the hard work to get it downgraded from an A road to a B road. Specifically, the piece of road by the 
church is exceedingly narrow and vehicles wider than 2 average sized cars passing there causes an 
issue, with one having to wait for the other to pass. The houses and buildings here are also very old 
and close to the road and are at severe risk of damage from the lorrys going past everyday. There is 
also the issue of footpaths which are small at best and actually missing from just past the church up 
to Ivinghoe Way, meaning many people are forced to walk along the verge. Narrow footpaths 
combined with walking on the verge are made even more dangerous with lorries involved, especially 
where the road is so narrow as well, as mentioned above. This simply cannot be allowed to become 
a freight road. 
 



 
I do not support HGVs being diverted through the villages Edlesborough and northall which already 
have a lot of lorries going through. It will make the road through the villages more unsafe for 
residents and increase congestion for traffic trying to exit the village onto the main road.  Villages 
are not a suitable route for such large vehicles 
 

 
This is a sensible and workable solution 
 

 
I believe this plan to be highly flawed. 
 

 
We have children who cross the road every day. The house shakes when a HGV passes and life has 
been much safer and more enjoyable over the last few years. Someone already died on the Leighton 
Road. I am not supporting this suggestion. 
 

 
This is shifting one problem  from one B road and creating an even bigger one for another B road. 
Such shocking lack of foresight, which will damage property and community. 
 

 
Leighton Road is a busy road already, through a small village.  Drivers do not adhere to the speed 
limit of 30 mph and to add more heavy traffic would be extremely dangerous.  A lot of the houses 
are very close to the road and the noise, especially in the summer when windows need to be open, 
is intolerable.  To add more heavy traffic is unimaginable.  We also would benefit greatly from some 
form of traffic calming, which would help. 
Added to this, children get on the School Bus outside The Swan Public House and are dropped off at 
the top of Eaton Bray Road.  A Belisha beacon crossing is badly needed in the vicinity as the children 
are in danger when crossing the road with the speed of the traffic at the busy times, both in the 
morning and afternoon. 
 

 
Please ensure the B440 through Dagnall doesn’t get HGVs again. It was recently put to B road as 
traffic heading for Waterend was horrendous. Big lorries damaged the bridge. The road through 
Northall is also 30mph but very few heed the speed limit through the village houses.  
Same speed ignorance also in Dagnall   The roundabout has a handful of near misses everyday. Also 
big HGVs went straight over the roundabout. 
In essence - no HGVs on B440 please. Many thanks 
 

 
In Great Gap ( a hamlet  on the B488 which is part of Ivinghoe) we have HGVs thundering past at all 
hours of the day and night. We have no pavement here and you take your life in your hands walking 
anywhere up or down the road. Some of the older houses are very close to the road and shake when 
HGVs go past. As well as causing damage to the houses this also results in broken sleep as HGVs 
speed past in the night. I appreciate the need for local access to support local businesses and 
household deliveries, but as a both a member of the local Speedwatch team and a villager I can see 
clearly that a significant proportion of the HGV traffic we get on the B488 is just using it as a ratrun 
to get to other destinations. To add insult to injury they are inevitably speeding as they come 
through our 30 mph speed limit. Their weight and speed then has a adverse affect on the road 



surface which in turn creates greater vibrations in surrounding dwellings as they pass. I fully support 
the  proposed freight strategy. 
 

 
My concerns are that the displaced freight traffic will use the B440 unless the B440 is also included 
in the Freight Zone. 
I believe that the B440 route should also be included in the Ivinghoe Area Freight Zone. 
 

 
The B440 is totally unsuitable for HGV traffic. In Northall we have single sided very narrow foot paths 
and they are very close to the road. When a HGV drives past I have to either dart into someone’s 
drive or press against the hedge. The massive draft coming past from a HGV takes my hat off my 
head, and if wet day I get soaked from road spray. The house rattles when an HGV go past. The B440 
is too narrow in places for two HGV s to pass safely.  
From a safety point of view it is wholly unsuitable as a HGV route. It should be reduced to below 7.5t 
to preserver the villages and stop damage to houses from the constant vibration.  
 
I am wholeheartedly against theIvinghoe Area Freight Zone in its current version . 
 

 
I am fully in support of this idea 
 

 
The Freight Zone as currently proposed will cause HGVs to use the B440 as it provides a shorter 
route than using the A418 routes. 
 
The B440 through Northall and Edlesborough should also be included in the new Freight Exclusion 
Zone.  With 2 very severe pinch points on Edlesborough hill, this road is completely unsuitable for 
HGV traffic.  At these 2 points, HGVs coming from opposite directions cannot easily pass each other. 
 

 
The Leighton Road in Northall is busy enough already.  We have too many lorries using already. The 
speed limit is rarely observed by both car and lorry users. I live right next to the main road with just 
the pavement separating my house from the carriageway. With every passing lorry my house shakes. 
The traffic now wakes my partner in the early hours of the morning. When two lorries pass each 
other there is only just enough room for them to do so, and being on the pavement during these 
occurances is frightening. My son has a visual imparement, he has little peripheral vision and is 
severely short sighted. He has trouble crossing the road after school when the bus drops him off. He 
struggles to cross with the current flow of traffic and a larger volume will make things worse. He isn't 
able to judge the distance or speeds of oncoming vehicles and i fear with an increase in traffic flow it 
will force him and his friends to take unnecessary risks when trying to cross the road. 
 

 
Villages should be 20 mph 
 

 
Keep freight off our village roads! 
 

 



This will send all heavy freight through Edlesborough. This is a B road unsuitable for these vehicles. 
Will cause major damage to the road. In places it is too narrow for other vehicles to pass these large 
vehicles safely. 
 

 
It is inappropriate to allow such large vehicles to routinely use these B roads.   They were just not 
built to take such heavy use. 
 
My home is set back some 50 meters from the road but the property still shakes when large 
articulated lorries drive past. 
 

 
I fully support HGV access only in Ivinghoe.  The  Brownlow  Bridge is not wide enough for large 8 
wheel HGVs to cross.  There is no footpath for walkers to safely access the canal.  Medieval and 
listed historic buildings are being damaged.  Health and safety concerns with children crossing the 
roads and using the narrow footpaths, the HGV do speed through the villages. 
 

 
The vibrations are so disturbing and the road is an absolute mess outside the common area. It's 
ruining the village I fully support this order 
 

 
These huge lorries are endangering our lives, destroying our roads, causing structural damage to our 
houses and polluting the local environment. They speed through Great Gap and Ivinghoe at fast 
speeds, ignoring the 30 mph speed limit. The drivers show little consideration or respect for the 
villagers who live close to the road . 
I wholeheartedly support the Freight Strategy proposal. 
 

 
Making this a non freight route will divert HGVs along the B440. This road is already particularly 
dangerous, especially by Edlesborough Church where it is impossible for large vehicles to pass safely.  
It is dangerous enough turning from Edlesborough High Street onto the B440 in a car, I am also a 
horse rider and dog walker and trying to cross over to the bridleway/footpath towards Ivinghoe will 
make this extremely dangerous for vulnerable road users. 
 

 
I fully support this project; Station Road in Ivinghoe has been an almost impossible place to live for 
many years, with the ever-increasing number of HGVs thundering through the village causing 
danger, damage, disruption and distress to villagers.  We have supported and been part of the on-
going project throughout its duration and are extremely keen for it to be implemented as soon as 
possible.  It is fair to all concerned in the area and spreads the load of HGVs across the key external 
roads, rather than being concentrated in one small area. 
 

 
You need to make the zone wider to include Edlesborough and Northall, these are small villages just 
like Cheddington and you are just moving the problem slightly over.  
Turning onto the Hemel / leighton buzzard  road will also become more dangerous with poor 
visibility at many junctions, particularly  by the church in Edlesborough. 
 

 



This is very much needed for two reasons:  
 
Lorries pass  through Mentmore that are far too wide for such narrow roads.  
 
These lorries also contribute to the damage to roads out of Mentmore, I. E.  Past St Mary’s church 
down the hill towards Crafton and down another hill towards Ledburn. The latter has being signed as 
a “Failed Road Surface” since we came to Mentmore in 2006 which is appalling considering how high 
the council tax is. 
 

 
I welcome the TRO as the lanes where I live are too narrow for freight, with narrow bridges over the 
canal and low bridges under the railway. Sometimes lorries have to reverse along the lanes when 
they are too high for the bridge but nowhere to turn round. The narrow lanes feel dangerous for 
residents to drive along, and are becoming broken up with potholes from inappropriate traffic 
 

 
I strongly object to the proposal to route freight traffic through Edlesborough and Northall due to 
public safety, noise and pollution. The road cannot safely accommodate such traffic without an 
adverse effect on the local community. 
 

 
It will be dangerous !!!! 
 
School run route.  
 
Church with regular users and walkers alike.  
 
Drivers using the T junction  by the church to turn will be dangerous especially with the bends both 
ways. 
 

 
Road is completely unsuitable for HGV's, already used as a rat run to connect to the main A road and 
is dangerous without any additional vehicles 
 

 
When coming from the double roundabout towards Edlesborough and turning right down 
pebblemoor HGVs often pass on your inside when you move into “filter lane” They pass fast on a 
downhill section. Fatal Accident waiting to happen. Please not more HGVs! 
 

 
We have recently moved to Northall with a young family.  We live on the leighton buzzard road and 
there is hgv trucks using the road and putting our children’s lives in danger.  The pathways are very 
narrow and there is not sufficient space for 2 large vehicles to pass each other without mounting the 
pavement.  The villages were not intended for HGV vehicles and Dafinatly not a freight route!  The 
villages of ivinghoe do not want HGV lorries in their village unnecessarily  and neither do we!  You 
are simply moving one problem from one village to another and that is not acceptable.  The route 
through Northall should already be restricted to no 7.5tonnes  and is not suitable for a increase in 
HGV traffic. 
 
 

 



It will be dangerous especially at the junction by Edlesborough Church. Many people also have to 
walk this route due to lack of public transport so another danger 
 

 
This is a major step forward in preserving life and historic buildings in the village. 
 

 
HGVs are a danger in the village. I fear for the children running out of school and the e dogs on leads 
off our very narrow pavements. They are also very noisy and polluting. 
 

 
Please include the B440 in the proposed freight zone as the traffic will just transfer onto this road. I 
live on this road and there is already a huge amount of traffic and it also doesn’t adhere to the 30 
mph speed limit. It’s incredibly dangerous to leave my property by car and I worry that it is unsafe 
for my children walking to and from school along this road. 
 

 
This will be good for us and for HGVs - when 2 or more 'get together' there are big problems! 
 

 
The B440 should be included in the freight zone exclusion area.  The inevitable outcome of the 
present proposal is that HGVs will use the B440 which is equally unsuitable for HGVs as is the B488. 
 

 
We feel the noticeable increase in HGV traffic  (A4146) is  detrimental to the local area and 
dangerous ....  the road is not suitable for heavy lorries and the proposal will increase this markedly.  
We have lived here for 18 months and are very concerned about the speed and flow of heavy traffic 
- along The High Street and A4146 ... we have lost two cats to RTA in the last year - one on the High 
Street and our daughters 8 month kitten on he B489. In the 48 yrs we have had pets - none have 
ever died on the road until now. 
The village school and other public buildings are on the High Street giving concerns to the safety of 
children as The High Street has no traffic calming measures and although the speed limit is 30 mph 
.... we can verify that the speed limit is often broken. 
 

 
What is to stop lorries still coming through the villages?  Would satnav be changed? Would it be new 
signage, etc? 
 

 
I live on the B488.  
1. HGVs,  particularly artics, struggle to pass each other on the B488 due to the road width.  
2. The numbers of HGVs seem to have increased since the new M1 link road has opened and the 
lorry restrictions have been introduced on the A4147. Your data may confirm this. 
3. If a HGV ban was introduced, how will it be enforced? 
4.I regularly walk along the B488 and it is not safe at peak periods and during the hours of darkness. 
5. Our home is a Tudor cottage and lorries passing when the traffic is light, cause the house to 
vibrate.  
6. I often see 6 axle artics potentially weighing up to 44 toes. These vehicles are too heavy for the 
B488 
 



As a resident of Ivinghoe Aston I believe this initiative is a positive way forward. More and more 
HGV’s are coming through our village . It’s important to note that there is a problem with local traffic 
- large farming vehicles go through the village  at alarming speeds with enough force to rattle 
windows and doors. Consideration of lowering the speed limit in villages/hamlets within the zone 
should be given. 
 

 
Heavy truck traffic is on the increase through the villages. It is a danger to all especially children 
walking to & fro from school along the narrow pavement. 
 

 
The constant passing through of huge articulated lorries causes vibration, damage to local road 
surfaces, not to mention compromising the safety of pedestrians and importantly the safety of 
children . 
 

 
Local roads are not appropriate for these types of huge lorries. They thunder through the village and 
at times there are some near misses with cars parked on the roads which make local roads 
effectively single lane roads. Appreciate that deliveries need to be made but that doesn't mean that 
lorries should be constantly using village roads as rat runs. 
 

 
Being a regular user of this road, I do not support this proposal. It will only add to the already 
potential hazards existing at the junction into Edlesborough Village by St. Mary's. Use the bypass! 
 

 
I strongly support the proposals. The current HGV flows through Ivinghoe pose a safety, health and 
an environmental risk to the residents of the village. 
 
Furthermore, the road infrastructure through the village is unsuitable for HGV traffic and is 
deteriorating rapidly. This poses a risk to other road users, especially cyclists. It is therefore 
appropriate to re-route HGVs along more appropriate roads, as set out in the consultation.  
 
To make the proposal a success, however, requires regular and clear signage on the approach to the 
zone. I would also urge the council to engage with haulage firms that are known to use the Ivinghoe 
route - and the trade association for the industry - to highlight the introduction of the zone. 
 

 
Whilst stopping hgv traffic through ivinghoe it will be diverted through Edlesborough Northall and 
billington and these villages MUST be protected in the same way as ivinghoe  
It is far too dangerous to pedestrians and villagers to have an increase of freight through especially 
when there is already a lack of adequate footpaths and street lighting  
I object strongly to our villages being used as the “bypass” for this freight  
We should be included in the freight free zone not set up to act as the diversion route 
 

 
I am sure you are aware of the narrow roads, tight bend and lack of footpath in Horton which results 
in regular large vehicle conflicts. It will be a great relieve to get most of them rerouted. 
 

 



This is so needed before there is an accident.  Having watched with horror huge lorries negotiating 
the narrow lanes and corners in the roads concerned, this is long overdue. 
 

 
I would like to feedback on this I’ll thought out proposal. 
 
The proposal is going to significantly impact those who live and work in the villages proposed to 
have  HGV’s re routes to village roads. 
Safety is the main concern.  These are large, loud and dangerous vehicles which are only suited to 
roads that can withstand loads and which are properly constructed to protect pedestrians.  
 
Very few of the routes proposed, have roads which can support these vehicles and are which are 
safe for pedestrians to walk along and cyclists to ride without a high chance of being dragged under 
the wheels.  
 
Putting it simply, the roads are not main roads built for high traffic and for heavy loads.  
Most of the route is not wide enough, has awkward and sharp bends, unsafe junctions,  low 
‘heritage’ bridges not built for heavy vehicles, ‘heritage’ buildings which sit close to the road and 
could suffer damage from heavy loaded vehicles, awkward speed restriction areas not suited for 
heavy vehicles, no footpaths for pedestrians, roads that cannot sustain an HGV and a cyclist safely. I 
could go on. 
 
Additionally, by diverting HGV’s away from main routes, you are going to be spending a huge 
amount of public money on resurfacing these roads every 5 mins because they are roads made for 
cars not large load lorries (there is a difference).   
Furthermore, the proposal  will result in more traffic congestion, an increase in pedestrian incidents, 
an increase in wildlife death (deer and badgers which can cause safety issues) and a huge increase in 
noise and air pollution for local residents.   
 
If there should be any diversion to allow for ease of traffic congestion on main roads, it should be 
cars only. Not HGV’s. 
 
These are rural roads constructed only for cars.  
It is a real concern that the safety of pedestrians, cyclists, car drivers, pets, children, tourist walkers 
(camping/ the beacon), local wildlife are all going to be significantly affected by HGV’s. Another 
concern is the irresponsible speeds of HGV’s. When off the main road = an increase in speed.  
 
There are many sharp bends, awkward and dangerous junctions, small roundabouts - none of which 
are suitable for these vehicles. 
 
To make the proposed roads suitable the following should be factored in: 
Speed cameras need to be installed;  
roads widened;  
Traffic lights installed;  
Roundabouts widened & reconstructed;  
Roads resurfaced;   
curbs widened;  
Pedestrian barriers installed; 
Wildlife barriers installed;  
Noise and Air Pollution  monitors installed for residents to understand the impact of these vehicles 
on their health and to be able to make life choices.   



 
As I see it, a huge expense for very little benefit.  The proposal spreads the issue further afield into 
our local communities who have relocated to rural areas to avoid road congestion, noise and air 
pollution . 
 
It is short sighted and seeks to make the issue worse. It does not help resolve the matter. 
 

 
If the B440 was part of the zone where HGVs could not go, I would support it, but to redirect HGVs 
through Edlesborough, Northall and Billington will be horrific. It is already dangerous and this will be 
a total disaster. We need HGV restrictions on the B440 and traffic calming. If this crazy plan to 
redirect all the HGVs onto the B440 goes ahead, someone is highly likely to have blood on their 
hands. 
 

 
We nearly had an accident on Edlesborough Hill when visiting our grandchildren in Northall with a 
lorry that was too wide for the road. They should not be allowed on this road 
 

 
The lorries are already extremely fast and dangerous and there are lots of bus stops and walks by 
the road. 
 

 
In principle I support the Ivinghoe Area Freight Zone as a measure to reduce HGV pass through 
traffic but not unless it includes the B440 road within that zone.  
Following the Traffic Regulation Order banning HGVs over 7.5 tonnes crossing Water End bridge 
further south on the B440/A4146 there has been a significant and noticeable reduction in HGVs 
using the more northerly sections of that road . To implement the proposal without including the 
B440 will result in significant numbers of HGVs returning to the Edleborough, Northall and Great 
Billington sections. 
 

 
This is not okay for our village please don't let this happen 
 

 
In part I agree to the  proposal to exclude HGVs from using the roads within the area bounded by the 
A418, A41,B488 and the B440 unless delivering or collecting within the zone as there are far too 
many lorries running through the villages.   
 
However, I believe this is not an acceptable solution, as it would transfer the traffic  to the B440 
through my village Edlesborough and it’s additional surrounding villages when the freight traffic use 
is already high.  These small roads cannot take the congestion and pollution will increase affecting 
local wildlife and village communities. 
 
PLEASE PLEASE include the B440 in your proposed freight zone and support Edlesborough  Parish 
Council and its residents concerns! 
 

 
I travel to Northall frequently and the road is narrow. I have had a couple of near miss incidents 
already with larger vehicles. This is a dangerous plan. 



 

 
Although in agreement with the freight zone proposal, I am dismayed that the B440 has not been 
included.  This road has recently been downgraded from an A road to a B road, but will now have to 
take a huge increase in heavy HGV traffic.  The road is not suitable for this, hence its recent 
downgrading.  THE B440 NEEDS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE FREIGHT ZONE STRATEGY. 
 

 
I wish to register my strong objection to the proposed freight zone in its current form.  It is perfectly 
obvious to anyone but a fool that the proposed changes will simply divert most of the existing HGV 
traffic onto the B440.  As you should be aware, the B440 is totally unsuitable to carry that volume of 
HGV traffic.    
 
By Edlesborough Church, two HGV vehicles cannot pass one another and there have been a number 
of instances where this has happened and vehicles have become stuck.   
 
The exit from Edlesborough high street onto the B440 by the church is already a dangerous junction 
and has been the site of numerous accidents - some serious and most involving HGVs. 
 
The exit from Pebblemore in Edlesborough onto the B440 is another example of a dangerous 
junction that has been the scene of multiple accidents. 
 
Billington Hill is similarly unsuitable for HGV traffic. 
 
The footpaths on Edlesborough hill and also Billington hill are already to narrow and an increase in 
HGV traffic will make them even more dangers to use. than they currently are. 
 
As a Council, you may also recall that four years ago, when planning permission was granted for a 
development of some 30 houses in Cow Lane Edlesborough, one of the principal arguments used by 
the developers was that it was possible to 'walk to Cheddington Station along the B440.  As this was 
accepted as an argument by the council, I'm afraid you must now live with the consequences of your 
decisions  and ensure that it is indeed safe to 'walk to Cheddington Station' along the B440.  
Approving this freight zone certainly wouldn't  do that. 
 
I urge you to reconsider this flawed proposal and include the B440 within the zone. 
 

 
Please stop all these oversized trucks going through our little village, our roads are not built for it, it's 
stressful 
 

 
If it was seen for HGV's to be moved to drive through Northall I am concerned that this will cause 
issues at the narrow part in the road at the Edlesborough point near St Marys Church.  This is already 
very narrow and can be dangerous if trying to walk along this piece of road.  Especially as the foot 
path is already very narrow.  Along with then the potential for HGVs to drive through it is not safe. 
 
In addition, children that go to school on the bus, have to cross the road, which can already be busy 
enough.  Without HGV's going down it as well.  I would be concerned for my children crossing this 
road. 
 
I also understand that Ivinghoe do also not want HGV's going through the village. 



 
Using the B440 is the best option in this situation, the benefits definitely exceed the costs (and I live 
along the suggested route!) 
 

 
I would be interested to know how it proposed to enforce the TRO 
Most traffic passing through Ivinghoe do not comply with the speed limits so I am concerned that 
the HGV,s will ignore this and continue to use Ivinghoe and surrounding areas as a short cut. 
 

 
Too much heavy traffic is continually driving through the High Street causing congestion noise and 
pollution to the environment. The school and village playground are also situated on the road . 
Therefore children and adults are at risk . 
 

 
The B440 was downgraded from an A road when the M1 link road was created. This was one of the 
constraints for the link road being created. 
Therefore why are the CC now changing their mind? 
This road is not fit for HGV's due to the width of the road in various places along with the choke 
points such as the single lane bridge. 
This then effects the local are area to idling vehicles and the impact then on the environment. 
So a whole load of reasons previously were given to remove HGV's  from the B440, as far as i can tell 
these have not gone away, so the justification for removing HGVs must therefore still be valid. 
 

 
Long overdue to tackle the HGV problems in the villages. Speed humps, where provided, do nothing 
to reduce the number or speed of HGVs as their wheels span the width of the humps. 
 

 
The B440 past Edlesborough Church is extremely narrow as is the pavement. Freight passing in this 
area is very dangerous with lorries frequently losing their wing mirrors as the road is not wide 
enough for them to pass. The houses are also very close to the road on that stretch. Please also 
consider the danger to the school children in Northall who have to cross that road morning and night 
and are often dropped by the school bus just at the side of the road. It really is not a suitable road to 
be classified as a freight route. Please reconsider a better alternative. 
 

 
Too dangerous 
 

 
The  HGV's going through the village are dangerous.  I was traveling out of Cheddington with a HGV 
behind me on the high street towards Pitstone and because I was travelling just under the limit the 
hgv driver tried to intimidate me by driving really close to my car, I was tempted to stop my car and 
open my boot to see if he would like to get in!! The driver's of the HGS rarely travel at the limit even 
passed the school. 
 

 
The roads are not suitable for HGVs 
 

 



Present and past records show that that the local road and bridge infrastructure  was never deigned 
to take present day traffic in regards of speed, weight size and weight. 
 

 
I have lived on Station Road for 16 years and the freight traffic has become intolerable and 
intimidating. It thunders  past just feet from our door, is often higher than our cottage and shakes 
the house. I have a son who waits at the bus stop opposite and he has to be very cautious every 
morning. I have lost 3 cats in 2.5 years to the traffic on this road. Please find it an alternative route 
before more damage is done and a tragedy occurs. 
 

 
If you are planning to increase lorries on the B488, I would note that there are already an extra 50 
cars in the morning from the new development going out into rush hour traffic. It is already very 
difficult getting out from the canal in the morning and the road has seen more than one fatal 
accident over the years.  If it is going to get even harder and more dangerous, you need to install 
traffic lights on Bulbourne bridge as a safety measure or there will inevitably be even more 
accidents. 
 

 
Cheddington has a huge HGV problem, particularly since the Brownlow Bridge on the B488 has a 
restricted load limit.   The new Orchard Manor estate will add the traffic from 100 houses, most of 
them joining the Mentmore Road almost opposite the exit for traffic from the Church Hill estate.   
The Long Marston Road/Cheddington Lane road is totally unsuitable to carry the heavy HGV traffic 
from the Industrial estate.  The T-junction in Long Marston itself is narrow, and visibility and 
manoeuverability are both very poor.  At the other end Station Road in Cheddington is also 
unsuitable and the railway bridge needs periodic repairs so is regularly closed for a period . 
I wholeheartedly support the Ivinghoe Freight Strategy. 
 

 
The size of some lorries using the High Street in Cheddington is not acceptable in a village. Although 
they may not be speeding it is quite deafening as they roar past the village green completely 
destroying the country atmosphere. One day a ball or worse, a child, will distract a driver with 
apalling consequences. 
 

 
Bucks have been pushing the traffic onto the b488 through Bulbourne in Hertfordshire for years.  
There are two single lane bridges in Bulbourne,  one over the railway and one over the canal. 
What do Herts County Council think of this plan? 
This is a ridiculous idea and should be scrapped. 
 

 
This isn't simply NIMBYism, this is a matter of safety for the People of the area. The vehicles are 
huge, fast and heavy and not suitable for a small village  The vehicles are also so numerous and 
heavy that the entire house shakes many times a day. 
 

 
the road through the village is not designed  for heavy traffic and definitely not for HGVs. there is 
single track load restricted bridges at either end of the village, these have been closed many time for 
long stretches  in recent years due to overweight lorries. 
 



 
On opposite sides of the main road through the village it has the primary school, the village green 
and the recreation ground. Moving back and forth for children is dangerous. The narrow paths at the 
side of the road feel unsafe when heavy vehicle pass normally, this is amplified if they speed 
through. It has been more noticeable  in recent years due to the increase in traffic. 
 

 
I am hugely in favour of this zone. I have 3 children under 3 and walk them to Windmill Preschool 
through the village.  We walk along the B489 and its frightening how close some of these huge HGV's 
are when they come passed you. I worry for my children and all the other children walking to 
schools, safety. 
 
During school collection time there is also a problem with the volume of traffic that uses this road. 
Sometimes it can take 10 minutes to get out of side road and this is often at its worst when a 44t 
lorry has come through the village and cant get through the tight space and parked cars. 
 
There is a large and fast road available for them to use on Upper Ickneild way so I think this 
Regulation Order is a great idea. It will certainly be of huge benefit to all the local residents. 
 

 
Traffic has increased greatly in the area since the link rd from the M1 and the A5 was opened a 
couple of years ago. This allows a short cut to the A41 for HGV Vehicles to cut through what was 
originally a road designed for house and cart. 
 

 
The roads are damaged and congested already and more large vehicles would make them more 
hazardous for school children and other pedestrians . 
 

 
I think this order needs to be put  in place as soon as possible. The fact there have been no fatalities 
yet on the section of Marsworth Road that runs from Pitstone up to Ivinghoe is little short of 
miraculous. The lorries go too fast, considering the nature of the road, the sharp bend and the 
number of cars parked in the road. In addition, you can feel the ground shake with the larger ones 
and I dread to think about what it is doing to the beautiful buildings in Ivinghoe. 
 

 
Yes, please also consider the 40 lorries per day trundling up and down Manor/West End Road to 
access the Orchard Manor construction site. Our houses should all be given a free structural 
inspection. 
 

 
Absolutely necessary for the village. There are so many large freight vehicles that use the villages as 
a cut through and reducing this would make the roads safer for the children and young people. 
 

 
Please keep our village safe from the ridiculous amount of traffic at all sorts of hours. 
 

 
I am of the opinion that the B440 passing through Edlesborough, Northall and Billington must be 
included in the proposed freight zone.  The narrowness of this road near to Edlesborough Church 



and Billington is completely unsuitable for large freight vehicles as evidenced by me, frequently 
having to stop my car and give way to allow them to safely pass in the opposite  direction; my  
failure to do so would result in collisions . To potentially increase the number of these large freight 
vehicles using this road by your proposal is completely unacceptable and I feel that you as a council 
should be putting efforts into reducing the number of /eliminating such vehicles from using this 
road. 
 

 
Please consider including the B440 in the proposed freight zone.  Looking at the plan I am concerned 
freight will simply move from the B488 to the B440.  The B440 is already a busy route passing 
through several villages and the only way to ensure freight use the A418 and A41 is to include the 
B440 in the freight zone. Thank you. 
 

 
No I do not support this, I support Edlesborough Parish Council proposal to include the B440 in the 
proposed Freight Zone. I also think the speed limit should be reduced in the village to 20 miles an 
hour. So many cars, trucks, and lorries speed through the village. 
 

 
You need to widen the zone. All you are doing is transferring the problem onto other B roads which 
will be detrimentally affected, namely the B440 and B488 
 

 
I support the plan that removes HGV s from unsuitable routes through villages. 
Any preferred routes need upgrading to make them suitable  and practical as a preferred route. 
 

 
The B440 passes through the village of Edlesborough and whilst the Freight Zone plan makes the 
assumption that traffic will use the A41 and A418 vehicles will want to take the shortest route and 
this will inevitably mean using the B440. In one place near the church this road is not wide enough 
for two HGVs to pass each other. Not only this but access on to the B440 from the High Street will 
become much more dangerous with increased traffic as vision of oncoming vehicles from Leighton 
Buzzard is limited. 
 

 
We are unsure what has made you think that traffic will follow the A418 route between points A and 
C, when it would be much quicker for lorries to travel via Edlesborough, Northall etc on the B440. 
This seems like passing the problem from one unsuitable road on to another - perhaps that's due to 
where most councillors live ? Therefore, we cannot support the proposal - either include the B440 in 
the zone or do a proper job and rethink the proposal entirely. 
 

 
Please do something about the quantity & speed at which HGV travel through our village - It’s 
dangerous & very frightening when walking around our village - we should not have live in fear of an 
imminent accident - Too many and Too  Fast - Please help before it’s too late 
 

 
The B roads through Ivinghoe were never designed to take such heavy vehicles.  The junction of the 
B488 (Station Road)  and the B489 (Ivinghoe High Street) alone is in a deplorable state of repair with 



massive pot holes and no visible road markings, all due to the constant grinding from incredibly 
heavy vehicles and their huge tyres. 
 

 
Hi, 
 
I live on Station Road, Ivinghoe. We are a young married couple and moved 2 years ago from 
London. We have constant problems with the lorries. Our road is riddled with potholes and the 
lorries have damaged our house (cracking), the pavement and the Kings head next door. They use 
the area opposite our house where families park to stop for lunch like it's a lorry park and it is 
extremely dangerous for parents and children entering the village green from the side gate. You 
regularly see unwitting parents with infant children standing on the side of the green as huge 
articulated lorries go past. It is absolutely terrifying and an accident waiting to happen. Often they 
get stuck head on, and have arguments outside our house about. Sometimes it takes up to half an 
hour to clear as one of them attempt to turn around on a small village road. 
 
Similarly, the pavements from the Kings head up the the allotments past the church are so narrow 
on either side (at points only about 0.5m) that if you are 2 a breast someone has to walk in the road. 
Lorries regularly mount the curb trying to turn that corner, as evidenced by the constant damage 
done to the restaurants sign.  
 
Also the smell of fumes and dust in the air is a constant. I have bad asthma and moved from the city 
for better air quality. It's worse than Hackney. The local roads are covered with litter from long 
distance haulage drivers as well as dead animals; rabbits, foxes, muntjacs and badgers that they hit. 
It's so sad to see what's happened to this part of England, an area that deserves much more respect 
for its natural beauty. We wont know what we've lost till it's gone. Also I noticed the other day that 
the bridge that I think has been repaired 3 times in the last 2 years has now been smashed into 
again. Ivinghoe is gaining a local reputation for this problem and Ive heard people say they wouldn't 
live there because of the lorries. I understand businesses need to move goods around, its the 21st 
century. I get that. But they use the village as a rat-run and i know lots of people who probably will 
never see this opinion poll who are desperately upset and frightened because of this problem. Also 
there are local businesses that operate within the zone it would seem that are haulage companies? 
Will they expand, will they all have their lunch by the green and drive over the pavement? I don't see 
why they need to drive through here to get to a motorway for a long distance journey.  
 
Thanks for looking into this, it's encouraging and I hope that the quality of life for the areas 
residents, particularly children and the environment will take precedent over the convenience of 
companies that offer nothing to the area and move goods all around Europe. 
 
Thank you  
 

 
Dear Sir / Madam, 
 
The reason that I have chosen the unsure tab above is because I do support the Area Freight Zone 
Traffic Regulation Order BUT NOT IN IT's PRESENT FORM. 
 
I truly believe that the B440 should also be included in the proposed Area Freight Zone Traffic 
Regulation Order because the B440 road runs through a number of small villages and this road is 
unsuitable for the possible increase in HGV vehicular movements. 
 



While it would be great news for Ivinghoe etc there seems little point simply moving this HGV issue 
from one place to another. Both my partner and I support Edlesborough Parish Council's proposal to 
include the B440 in the proposed freight zone. 
 

 
The road surfaces and narrow lanes are not suitable for heavy freight. Cheddington High Street has a 
primary school but the children/buggies are not safe as the overhang of the lorries encroaches on 
the pavements. The same can be said of the Ivinghoe to Pitstone roads and the area around Long 
Marsden. Dangerous to life. 
The airfield industrial development that has been allowed without consideration for the freight 
regulation means there are more and more large lorries in the area. These should be reduced to 
reduce risk alongside the freight regulation order. 
 

 
Whilst i understand the need to prevent freight using the B488, the current proposal will simply shift 
the HGVs to the B440 which is an equally unsuitable road, with just as many houses in close 
proximity to the road which will be greatly affected by increased HGV traffic. The section of road by 
the church in the hill is also of great concern. As it is, 2 large/SUV cars are only just able to pass each 
other safely and without endangering pedestrians in the footpath. Large vehicles such as HGVs and 
busses require oncoming vehicles to stop to let them through as there simply isn't space. It is quite a 
blind area of road with the hill and bends as well. Cars turning out of little-known cul-de-sac such as 
Ivinghoe Way and Pine Road are already at risk as driver along the B440 do not expect to see a car 
pulling out of a road they don't realise is there and are regularly doing in excess of 50mph. An 
increase in HGVs simply increases the likelihood of a fatal accident before too long 
 

 
Village roads are falling apart due to heavy traffic .... I actually tripped on the road recently due to 
the poor state of it 
 

 
Please note I have sent my comments opposing the TRO to your "freight" email address. 
 

 
Very big lorries come through our village and regularly go up on the pavement right by pedestrians. 
The village is not big enough to take them and they are a serious danger to children especially with 
there being a school on the high st. Also two small bridges either end of the village were not built for 
lorries. There must be a safer way for these lorries to go through Cheddington is an accident waiting 
to happen it needs to stop. 
 

 
B440 should be included in the zone if this proposal is adopted otherwise the traffic that would 
currently use B488 will just switch to B440. 
B440 currently has 11 different speed limits between B489 and A505 which is not condusive to 
haulage traffic and the traffic causing the current problems will just create the same problems just 
on a different road. 
The condition of the B440 is not robust enough to take heavy goods vehicles, there are major 
pothole issues each year. 
The B440 was downgraded from the A4146 a couple of years ago to reduce heavy traffic so why 
reintroduce it on a road that now receives less maintenance due to its status. 
B440 is under the jurisdiction of different councils namely Beds and Bucks which would also make 
maintenance issues more problematic. 



At Billington there us a steep hill that always causes issues for lorries during winter weather. 
B489 has a weight limit from near the junction of the B440 heading towards Dunstable so lorries 
could only use the B440. 
The stretch of B489 between B440 and B488 is often used by cycling clubs of all ages and there is a 
frequently used section of footpath that uses a narrow strip by the side of the road as a link, heavy 
goods vehicles would make this dangerous for all leisure users especially as there s blind corner. 
Wouldn’t it be better to ban lorries from non A roads in the area. 
 

 
I object to any proposal that results in sending more HGV’s along the B440. This road is totally 
unsuitable for HGVs and is already busy with traffic coming to and from Hemel Hempstead, Leighton 
Buzzard, Dunstable and Tring. It is also an extremely dangerous road because of constant speeding 
by drivers of all kinds of vehicles. The B440 alongside the church in Edlesborough is a hazard for 
HGV’s especially when two try to pass each other as the road narrows at the incline outside the old 
Bell Pub. There is always a hold up at this point of the road and also at Billington where heavy 
vehicles struggle up either side of the hill near Billington Manor. If anything all heavy goods vehicles 
should be banned from using the B440 (except for deliveries) from the Traveller’s Rest roundabout 
in Edlesborough to the McDonald’s  roundabout on the A505 in Leighton Buzzard. 
 

 
As a resident of Cheddington I’ve experienced many HGVs with worrying driving behaviour pass 
through our village. At times their passage demonstrated an increase risk of accidents to property, 
pedestrians, especially children. Reducing the number of HGV vehicles using  this traffic zone system 
would help alleviate these risks, reduce congestion and reduce the wear and tear on the roads of 
this area that are damaging to our cars. 
 

 
The B489 is not a suitable road for an increased number of HGV's because: 
a) The section directly below Ivinghoe Beacon has dangerous bends and junctions, one of which is 
"blind" and has been the scene of a serious accident. 
 
b) The service lane to the houses on Tring Road joins the road close to another " blind" bend. This 
has been instrumental in two serious accidents, one requiring an ambulance and the other requiring 
an Air Ambulance. 
 

 
It is not safe for people and cyclists in this area. The road is very tight, there are blind spots and a lot 
of frequent cyclists. 
 

 
We need this for Safety of our families  & protection of the heavy impact on the road/infrastructure 
that is already struggling. Major resurfacing needs to take place on a lot of the village roads due to 
heavy vehicles impacting the road systems  - pot homes everywhere currently 
 

 
We have only recently moved to the area and my son attends a school in ivinghoe. The size and 
weight of some of the vehicles that pass through the village I believe are dangerous to children and 
parents at school pick up and drop of. We also have used the local park and watched buildings 
physically shaking when trucks thunder past. 
 

 



The proposed route puts hgvs onto the Tring Rd B489 which is totally unsuitable for heavy vehicles 
and has already been the scene of serious accidents  Although it is partly a 40mph limit this is not 
adhered to by a large proportion of the traffic having more hgvs on this road will make leaving our 
premises even more dangerous .The road already suffers from serious potholes and hgvs will make 
this more of a problem 
 

 
The B440 is already a very busy road because of the large number of new houses in Leighton 
Buzzard. So it needs to be taken into consideration as part of this review. Diverting large numbers of 
HGVs onto the B440 will make it difficult getting in and out of Edlesborough and impact Northall and 
Billington, where the speed limits have been dropped due to accidents in residential zones.  As the 
B440 is a potential shortcut for HGVs currently using B488, it is inevitable they will use this rather 
than the A418 and A41 routes that the study assumes.  This is just as much an issue as that of the 
villages being bypassed. Please include as part of the study and decision. 
 

 
I do not support the zone in its current form. 
 
I am very disappointed that the B440 has NOT been included in the zone. 
 
The whole purpose of downgrading the A4146 to the B440 was to remove HGV's from this road. This 
downgrade has not been effective enough and now the road is  in danger of a very significant 
increase in HGV traffic if the zone is agreed in its current form. 
 
The B440 MUST be included for the following reasons: 
• The extremely narrow pinch point on the hill by the church as the road passes through 
Edlesborough. I have lost count how many times I have encountered a HGV straddling the middle of 
the road at this location. When two HGV's meet here it is virtually impossible for them to safely pass 
each other. 
 
• The pavement at this location is too narrow for pushchairs and wheelchairs. I have in the past 
attempted to use it with a single pushchair, there are points where it is necessary for the wheels on 
the road side to hang off the edge of the pavement because it is simply not wide enough. This is 
scary enough with cars passing by but when it comes to larger vehicles or HGV's it is absolutely 
terrifying. Has anyone from Buckinghamshire Council tried navigating this pavement with a 
pushchair, young children or whilst dog walking? If not I implore you to do so as a matter of urgency. 
 
• Walking through Northall with vehicles travelling past is also very hazardous. The local children 
have to wait on the edge of this very busy road for the buses to secondary school. In some places 
they stand on a wooden pallet balanced across a ditch - how can this not be taken into account? 
 
• Drivers always try to take the shortest route to their destination. Not including the B440 in the 
zone means that this road will become the driver’s first choice. It is imperative that the HGV traffic 
travelling between Leighton Buzzard and Tring are prevented from do this.  
 
• Drivers need to be obliged to use the A418 and A41 and traffic travelling between Aylesbury and 
Dunstable must use the A418 and the A505. The only way of achieving this is to include the B440 in 
the zone. 
 

 



It seems a sensible approach to enable freight on sizeable trunk roads but keep away from schools 
and small village centres 
 

 
I gather the  assumption being made  is that all the HGV  traffic  travelling between  above  would 
use the A418 and A41 via Aylesbury, Traffic will always find the shortest route.  The majority (if not 
all) of the HGV  traffic currently using the northern stretch of the B488 will simply utilise the B440 as 
a diversion route.  
It therefore follows that the introduction of the freight zone  would simply transfer a significant 
percentage of the HGVs currently passing through the entire zone onto   the unsuitable B440 
through the villages of Edlesborough, Northall and Billington. This  is not an acceptable solution to 
the problem.  There can be no reasonable argument not to  include the  B440  in the proposed 7.5t 
TRO as only this will justify  the assumption that HGV traffic will divert using the A418 via Aylesbury . 
 
Edlesborough and Billington both have significant traffic problems already with  dangerous steep 
hills and narrow  footpaths.. adding HGV’s to this  already dangerous road layout will significantly 
increase the risk of serious of fatal accidents . 
 
The B440 must be included in the proposed 7.5 t TRO. 
 
Regards 
 

 
By creating this freight zone all that will happen is freight removal from the B488, which is indeed 
unsuitable for HGV's, but will then transfer the freight to the B440, effecting Edlesborough, Northall 
and Billington villages as an equally unsuitable road for HGVs. 
 
I support the freight zone but the B440 needs to be absorbed in to the plan. 
 

 
Proposal is an excellent idea. My house shakes when large vehicles go past. In additions there is 
formidable wind impact for cyclists and pedestrians get drenched when there are puddles. 
 

 
Village life is being destroyed by all the HGV movements. 
 

 
I do not support the Ivinghoe Area Freight Zone Traffic Regulation Order in its current format as it 
will divert heavy traffic through Edlesborough on the B440.  This road the B440 is already subjected 
to an excess of heavy traffic.    I will only support the Ivinghoe Area Freight Zone Traffic Regulation 
Order If the B440 is included in this freight traffic zone.  Heavy traffic should be forced to use the 
A41 and not rural village roads. 
 

 
Roads not big enough for freight lorries and we have problems through the village even now with car 
traffic increasing due to increased building of houses with out an increase in lorries 
 

 
I think this is a critical piece of work. How many non essential journeys on unsuitable roads do these 
vehicle’s need to make before the issue is address. Typically, we seem to wait until injury or death 



occurs before we act. In my village these vehicle pass our school and from my own experiences I 
believe it’s only a matter of time until someone is seriously injured or worse. 
 

 
The introduction of the freight restriction zone in principle is a good idea, but the zone is simply not 
large enough. The council need to investigate a way of stopping the lorries using the villages and 
keep to the main roads provided. I personally lead the group which campaigned on downgrading the 
A4146 to the B440 which has made a positive impact on our lives. During the negotiations we had 
with Mark Shaw and TFB it was agreed that the HGV traffic would be monitored and if necessary, a 
7.5 Tonne weight limit would be implemented on the B440 at the Billington end of Northall this will 
now need to happen along with other restrictions on the surrounding roads. Implementing this 
freight zone will result in pushing HGV traffic into other villages. With the increase in local housing 
development and HS2 construction the HGV traffic will increase, and action needs to be 
immediately. 
 

 
We have just moved to Edlesborough village, along the main road where the traffic will be diverted. 
Currently there are alot of HGV's, lorries etc that travel past our house all day long, this will only add 
to the problem. I have 3 small children who I will not allow to walk along that road because the large 
vehicles are just too close, some do not slow down enough. When it rains they splash huge puddles 
on me and my children with no consideration to us. Traffic during rush hour is bad enough around 
here without this problem added to it! This is completely unreasonable, you take away the problem 
for some residents in another village only to give it to us! Along my road elderly people live who ive 
witnessed becoming unbalanced after a HGV has speeded past. This regulation order does NOT need 
to happen. 
 

 
This will add a vast amount of freight traffic to two narrow points on the Edlesborough to Billington 
road. One at the top of the hill in Edlesborough and the other at the top of the hill in Billington. 
you may solve one problem but you will make another for our village (Edlesborough). 
Please reconsider! 
 

 
The Hemel Hempstead to Leighton Buzzard road (B440) has been overcrowded for years. 
It is a dangerous road already. This plan would very obviously  increase the traffic on this road which 
will result in even more risk. 
The traffic on the B440 has been increasing for over 40 years (the time that I have had to use it), it 
simply cannot take any more traffic. 
 

 
Without doubt the HGV traffic will divert to the quickest route through Northall. 
The village already endures too many HGV's,  Leighton Road bears the 'brunt' of these vehicles which 
destroy the road surfaces, regularly requiring repair. The road through the village is not wide enough 
for passing HGV's. The paths are narrow and in many cases suitable for only 1 person abreast. The 
passing HGV's cause a tremendous draft and its frightening to experience, the lorry is so close that 
the danger of vehicular accidents is high.  
 
Northall  and Leighton Road are NOT suitable for additional HGV's and the 30 MPH is clearly not 
adhered to.  
 
Alternative routes should be determined & Leighton Road should not be viable for HGV's 



The proposed strategy, whilst reducing HGV traffic through Ivinghoe, Cheddington and Mentmore, 
will increase HGV traffic on the B440 through Northall and Edlesborough. The B440 has already been 
downgraded from an A road due to its inadequacies. In particular there is a "pinch point" on the 
brow of the hill outside St Mary's Church Edlesborough which results in HGVs straddling the centre 
line of the road. Adding further HGVs will increase the risk of accidents. 
 
I therefore appose the strategy in its current form, but would support a broader strategy that 
includes the B440 within the Fright Exclusion Zone. 
 

 
The road by St Mary’s church on the hill is far too narrow for commercial vehicle’s which has seen 
many accidents in the past when two lorries meet ! 
 

 
The HGV freight traffic would change route and traffic will increase on the B440 (Leighton Buzzard-
Hemel Hempstead road) through Northall and Edlesborough and this road is not build to take an 
influx of this type of vehicle.  
The new freight exclusion zone should include the the B440. 
 

 
The B440 was only recently downgraded from A road status not in the least due to the fact it was 
originally built and classified as a B road. It’s upgrade to A status was only ever temporary.  
 
The road is unsuitable particularly through the pinch point by Edlesborough church, and also 
Billington Hill.  
The edlesborough section is far too narrow for 2 HGVs to pass safely and will have detrimental 
effects on the lives of the residents living along it  
 
The section through Edlesborough and Northall does not have wide enough pavements as it is and is 
incredibly dangerous for pedestrians- particularly those with pushchairs. There must be some kind of 
3 way traffic control installed to in any way make this safe 
 
The are many schoolchildren who walk along the road to catch their school buses who are already 
struggling to cross the road and find safe places to wait for their buses 
 
I agree the lorries should not be going through Ched, Pitstone and Ivinghoe either, but to force more 
traffic onto the B440 is not the solution. HGVs should be restricted to A and M roads. Bucks should 
have enforced the 7.5t weight limit when beds and herts did! 
 

 
As someone who has been hit by a lorry along the Leighton buzzard road I would like this road to be 
included in the exclusion of freight lorries. The road is already very busy and dangerous and with the 
exclusion of freight through Ivinghoe, pitstone and Cheddington  it would mean a lot more lorries 
using this busy road. 
 

Unfortunately, all this TRO will do is to permit a considerable extra volume of freight traffic onto the 
B440 through Edlesborough, Northall and Great Billington.  Church End just to the north of the 
junction with High Street is extremely narrow and if you get two forty tonne trucks meeting there, 
travelling in opposing directions, it is a recipe for chaos.  The road was downgraded from an 'A' road 
to a 'B' road specifically to take freight traffic off the route.  This will increase it again dramatically. 
 



Please consider either: 
 
1.   Including the B440 is in the TRO as well, or:  
2.   Kindly forget the TRO altogether.  
 
Many thanks for considering my comments. 
 

 
The proposed Area Freight Zone will  increase traffic on  the B440  through Edlesborough and 
Northall.  
The narrow road past Edlesborough Church is already a potential traffic hazard when two large 
vehicles meet on the brow of the hill and at the junction with High Street Edlesborough. 
Our Edlesborough Parish Plan identified this as a safety issue in 2009 and a traffic survey recorded  
an average of 379  large lorries (6+wheels ) per day,  plus  272 small lorries, 1179 vans and 7088 cars 
using this road.  Total vehicles per day was typically over 9000 combined north and south direction.  
Since the traffic survey there has been considerable  industrial and domestic developments in 
Leighton Buzzard  and Edlesborough that has introduced more traffic on the B440. 
Heavy traffic on the B440 needs to be reduced but the current proposal is likely to increase it, not 
reduce it.  
On this basis, I strongly appose the proposal  unless the B440 though our villages is also included in 
the new Freight Exclusion Zone. 
 

 
This proposal will have a detrimental effect on our village with once again heavy goods vehicles and 
extra traffic thundering through the village again.  Just everyday traffic has continued to increase 
drastically  over the past couple of years and the speed regulations ignored.   
 
Directing traffic through the villages is not the solution and needs to be reconsidered. 
 

 
The Leighton buzzard road runs through several villages with many houses along its length. The 
noise, pollution and size of these vehicles moving through will increase vastly. 
 

 
I feel that this project would be detrimental to the villages of Northall and Edlesborough 
as it would mean  more traffic would come through these villages. 
 
Edlesborough has quite a lot of school age and elderly people who could be adversely  
affected, and as such both Northall and Edlesborough should be added to the exclusion 
zone. 
 

 
I cycle widely in the area and live in Edlesborough.  The B440 is already very busy, especially with 
lorries/vans etc. so therefore I would  not welcome any increase in this type of traffic.  It would be 
more appropriate if the B440 was in fact included in the zone. 
 

 
In principle a great idea. If the anaylsis is correct including the B440 will not alter traffic flows. If the 
analysis is incorrect it will prevent further corrective work and potentially dangerous additional 
traffic through villages. 
 



 
As a resident of Edlesborough, I object to the Proposed Ivinghoe Area Freight Zone in its current 
form. The assumptions on which the proposal are based would divert a large amount of traffic on to 
the B440 through the villages of Edlesborough, Northall and Billington. The volume of traffic along 
this road is already very heavy, making it extremely difficult to get out of these villages. The road is 
not suitable for the volume of additional traffic that will be generated and needs to be included in 
the restricted proposed freight zone.  
 
I strongly urge Buckinghamshire Council to take into account the concerns of its residents in these 
villages and modify the proposal by including the B440 in the restricted zone. 
 

 
I note that Buckinghamshire Council has decided not to accept Edlesborough Parish Council’s 
concerns on this issue. As a resident, I am in total support of the Parish Councils’ concerns and 
strongly urge Buckinghamshire Council to modify the original proposal to include the B440 in the 
restricted zone. 
 

 
I am concerned that the proposals will result in increased freight traffic on the B440 through 
Edlesborough. Turning onto this road at peak times turning onto this road from the village is already 
difficult, and this will make it significantly more so.  
 
I agree with Edlesborough Parish Council's argument that the B440 should be included in the new 
Freight Zone for this reason. 
 

 
As detailed by the parish council the road B440 through our village should also be included. We 
already have large lorries coming through the village as a shortcut. This will increase with your 
proposal if you do not include the B440 route. 
There is the village school on this road so it only increases the danger for primary school children.  
The high street shops have cars parked in front on them 24 hours a day. The bend in the road is 
already dangerous for cars to navigate let alone lorries. There have been several times when a lorry 
or multiple cars have to reverse to allow the flow of traffic to continue made worse because most 
people assume the other driver(s) to be in the wrong. 
When the village shops have their supply deliveries then a large lorry is then parked creating a 
chicane. 
 

 
Please include Northall and Edlesborough in the no freight zone. The Leighton Buzzard road is 
already a danger zone, I cannot safely walk my children on this road due to the speeding of vehicles. 
If we are not included in the no freight zone this will only increase. Large vehicles coming through 
often do not slow down to the speed limit and they make houses shake along the road. A child has 
already been killed on this road and countless pets, please don’t let this happen. 
 

 
I am very worried about the increase of traffic on to the B440. There is a real bottleneck where the 
road narrows near the Edlesborough Church and I consider this road as entirely unsuitable for 
freight traffic which will almost certainly increase.  
 
The B440 needs to be included in these restrictions or you will just be pushing the traffic onto 
another unsuitable road 



 
It should also be the Leighton road which runs threw the villages of edlesborough and Northall.  
The Leighton road is bad enough with heavy lorries that do not always stick to the 30mph limit.  
Also the speed that vehicle’s travel through is awful.  
I have 3 young children and it’s terrifying walking them to the local park. And I really could never 
consider waking them to school which I would love to do. 
 

 
the junction at edlesborough church is already extremely dangerous if you pull out on to the  B440 
heading north to leighton buzzard, traffic (including some HGV) come barrelling into the village from 
the south and do not slow down sufficiently for the junction. with more HGV then this will become 
even more dangerous. 
 
coming south from northhall approaching the same junction by the church it is extremely narrow 
and frequently HGV stray onto the southbound side of the road forcing other road users heading 
south onto the pavement to avoid collision. more hgv will result in more occurrences  of this. 
 

 
This exclusion zone, will resolve the issue for the area but have a significant impact on B440 through 
other small villages such as Northall and Edlesborough.  This road could not support the increase in 
freight traffic. The impact of this change has not been suitably considered other surrounding village 
areas. 
 

 
I do not want increased traffic on the main road near my children’s school, especially larger vehicles. 
 

 
I am extremely concerned that you have excluded the B440 in this scheme. This will result in a 
dramatic increase in HGV traffic on what is already a busy road.  
I witnessed first hand what a negative affect this has on our road when the M1 roadworks were in 
place some years ago and the London Waste lorries used the route as a rat run. 
My home is a Victorian building with foundations appropriate to the occasional passing horse and 
cart, not frequently passing HGVs with scant regard for the speed limit. As it is only 10 feet from the 
highway this will undoubtedly cause structural damage over time. 
I am also concerned with the detriment to air quality caused by these vehicles, especially as my son 
suffers with asthma.  
I urge you to include the B440 in these proposed restrictions to freight traffic, as not doing so will 
undoubtedly involve a large increase in HGVs along this road. 
 

 
I have been made aware of the regulation order and I am concerned about the increase in traffic this 
would cause to the B440.  This road has not long been downgraded to a B road due to the traffic 
along it. 
 
This road has very narrow sections of pavement that a pushchair can not pass as well as some points 
requiring crossing of the road due to pavements ending (There is no pelican or zebra crossing).   
 
School children of the village of Northall must walk along this road to get to the nearest schools in 
Edlesborough and Eaton Bray. This is already difficult and dangerous enough with the current level 
of traffic. 
 



In addition, the road is very narrow at the point of Edlesborough church (where coincidentally the 
pavement is also extremely narrow). Frequently lorries that travel down there are driving over the 
centre line of the road. 
 
I strongly object to any scheme that would increase traffic here, for the saftey of both my own and 
the other children of Northall. 
 

 
The decision to control HGV traffic in this general area is to be applauded .Overlooking the effect of 
the proposed scheme on the adjacent roads in neighbouring villages gives the impression of `kicking 
the can down other roads` .It  should be obvious that traffic will just move to the B440 (which 
incidentally until recently was the A4126) through Edlesborough  and Northall to Leighton Buzzard. 
This rerouting defeats the object of the scheme to protect our villages from HGVs. 
It would be more rational to include the B440 in the Freight Inclusion Zone. Such a revision will be 
much appreciated by the affected villages who may then feel that the  
County  still knows and cares that they exist. 
 

 
If freight is being excluded from the B440, then it should also be excluded from the B448. 
 
These are roughly parallel roads, with similar non-suitability for freight traffic. 
 
The majority of traffic impacted by the current proposal will reroute to the B448 as it is shorter than 
the recommended route.    
 
Thus the proposal will  have the effect of moving freight traffic from one unsuitable road, with a 
benefit to local residents, to another unsuitable road with an increased impact to local residents. 
 
Equally if the intention of the proposal is to move traffic to the recommended route, then there is no 
downside of including the B448 in the restriction which ensures that this is indeed the outcome. 
 

 
This road is tight and not fit big freight trucks. Also there are a lot of cyclists down this path of which 
my sister and I are apart of. Being tight and bendy will mean there are also blind spots which will be 
dangerous. 
 

 
It will put loads more heavy traffic on the B440 where its just ben reduced by the exclusion zone at 
Water End. 
 

 
The B440 will cause issues with getting out of Edlesbourgh by the church as its already hard enough 
to turn right up there, also the road is barely wide enough for 2 lorries to pass as is coming up the 
hill to the speed camera i can only see this freight zone causing accidents as lorries pass or people 
having to jump out of the junction to join the carriage way with the extra congestion. 
 
This is a terrible idea if you've ever seen that bit of road to which I'm referring  and ii thinks if you'd 
seen it you would agree with me that the route isn't suitable. 
 

 



Children’s schools should be taken into consideration.  
Also the smaller roads before the high street junction on the hill are a threat to lorries getting stuck.  
Traffic will also increase to an already busy road. 
 

 
Against the B440 being part or included within this Order. Local villages cannot handle this type of 
traffic. 
 

 
Edlesborough should also have the freight restriction zone along the B road that runs by the church. 
The traffic along this already busy road will have a detrimental effect if more freight  has to pass 
through this village as they are not able to go through Ivinghoe and Cheddington. 
 

 
looks like all areas have been considered  but rethink is necessary to reduce the  traffic problems  
that will occur in and near our villages. 
 

 
Include the Dagnall and Northall and Edlesborough to the scheme 
 

 
Too much traffic on small roads that are used for cyclist as well. Accidents waiting to happen. 
 

 
I agree that areas need protecting from HGV traffic. 
But please add Edlesborough to the restriction list to ensure that traffic does in fact use the route 
that is intended for it. 
Otherwise the traffic will undoubtedly use the route along the B440 which has already picked up 
queuing traffic around the village since all the housing was built in leighton buzzard and Billingotn. 
 
Also, at church end, the road is just too steep and narrow for lorries to pass there. We often see 
them already having to pull on to the narrow footpath to allow each other to pass. 
It just isn't suitable or safe and including Edlesborough in the Freight restricted area would ensure 
this does not get worse. 
 

 
i l 
drive to work every day on leighton buzzard road to hemel hempstead  6 o/c am. its terrifying. 
speeding cars overtaking on blind bends. lorries will only make this worse. 
 

 
leighton buzzard road to hemel hempstead road is dangerouse enough already. floods all the time, 
loads of bends and blind spots, no street lights, overgrown hedges and verges. far too many 
speeders.boy racers.lorries only going to make it worse 
 

 
Cheddington suffers from heavy freight traffic that is totally unsuitable for the narrow High Street 
that is bounded by a school and green with play equipment. 
 

 



Moving the problem to another village is not the answer, just a temporary solution. 
 

 
There are a lot of bends and blind spots unsuitable for increase of freights.  
 
This is considered a quiet area which attracts many cyclists and cycling clubs, increasing freight 
transportation would make it too dangerous.  Please reconsider 
 

 
My concern is that the regulation order will inadvertently increase freight traffic on the B440 
(Leighton Buzzard –Hemel Hempstead road) through Northall and Edlesborough. If this route were 
also included in the exclusion zone then i would be supportive of it. 
 

 
I feel strongly that the B440 should be included in the HGV exclusion zone as the Dagnall school on 
the B440 ( main road south road ) and has far to much traffic already all ready and  comes in to fast. 
As it enters a 30 mph speed limit from a national speed limit of 60mph as it hits the school gates. 
 

 
I live on the main road that runs through from Hemel to Leighton.  I consider there is enough traffic 
as it is coming through the village.  My house now shakes when heavy lorries drive through!! I would 
suggest our village should then be included in the new Freight Exclusion Zone and not adding more 
traffic.  This is a crazy proposal 
 

 
My main concern with the increase in traffic on the B440 road would be at the junction between the 
B440 and the RH lane that runs down into Edlesborough, joining with Pebblemoor. This junction is 
currently very dangerous and the Parish Council were suppose to sort it, a couple of years ago. 
'Crazy lunatics' very often overtake you on the outside when you are trying to turn right at this 
junction, even though the markings on the road provide clear instructions. The incease in traffic ie: 
HGV's, may incur more danger and disruption. 
 

 
Pulling out of Edlesborough village onto the Leighton Buzzard Road is already quite dangerous, both 
at Edlesborough Church and the un-named road nearer to the Travelers Rest pub. Adding more 
heavy freight to this route will increase the risk to life. 
 

 
It s already a dangerous road to pull onto 
 

 
I am very concerned that the B440 through Edlesborough and Northall has been excluded from the 
Ivinghoe Freight Exclusion Zone plan. This will very obviously cause a big increase in lorry traffic on 
our road for the reasons that the Edlesborough Parish Council has already outlined to you.  
I would urge you to reconsider the plan and take more note of the negative impact of this plan on 
the B440 route. Not to do so will simply relocate the problem somewhere else and potentially on a 
larger scale. 
 

 



Edlesborough Parish Council have raised concerns regarding the impact of the proposed restriction 
zone . My wife and l fully support the parish council's view regarding this matter and urge 
Buckinghamshire Council look again at the proposed changes. 
The B440 is particularly narrow as it passes Edlesbough Church  and is unsuitable for the currant 
level of HGV traffic. 
 

 
Our Local Government representatives are elected to solve problems arising  within the community 
they represent. This is a transport problem that has not been solved. It has just been "kicked down 
the road". It has just been removed from one section of the Buckinghamshire community and thrust 
upon another section of the Buckinghamshire community. This not what Bucks Council was elected 
to do. This is a poorly thought out attempt to solve the problem and is now being peddled as a 
"solution". It is not a solution to the problem and it is a grossly unfair proposal  to impose upon all 
those people who live along the B440 and those people who have to use it. If the "pain and 
suffering" caused by this problem cannot be surgically removed it should be shared equally by the 
whole community. 
 

 
Whilst sympathetic to the need to control the number of HGV's crossing Ivinghoe, Cheddington & 
Mentmore, I firmly believed that the proposed scheme will have a seriously detrimental effect on 
HGV traffic density using the B440 through Edlesborough and other villages. 
We already suffer additional HGV traffic as a result of the restricted area to the east preventing such 
vehicles from crossing Eaton Bray and I fear that the B440 could become the 'route of last resort'. 
Additionally, there are known 'pinch points' along the B440, at Great Billington, by Edlesborough 
Church and at Water End as reflected [presumably] in the declassification of the road from A4146 to 
B440.  
Basically More focus should be placed upon directing non-local HGV traffic towards to A505/A5/M1 
and A41 routes - built to handle such vehicles. 
 

 
The traffic through Edlesborough and Northall is already very busy. The pedestrian pathways and 
road width is very tight in Northall and additional traffic  will greatly affect the residents that line this 
route closely. This route also services local schools which will be affected by increased traffic and 
endanger pedestrians and cyclists. The route also passes through sites to the chilterns and will be 
detrimental to the local environment. The route on the A41 near Hemel Hempstead passes through 
some small villages with very narrow lanes, single pass bridges and particularly winding roads, 
definitely not suitable for freight traffic. Have traffic flow analysis been undertaken? I am sure this 
route will cause major delays and increase the level of accidents. There are many reputable 
companies that can generate a well advised plan for traffic flow, to support a rational and effective 
decision.   
 

 
It appears clear to me that the freight traffic avoiding the B488 and B489 will take the shortest route 
to avoid - the B440, the road I live on.  
 
This road is already travelled by cars which move too fast, making travelling across the road to 
Dagnall green dangerous at times. I think serous consideration needs to be given to the extra HGV 
traffic on the B440 before any restrictions are passed elsewhere - the knock on effects for residents 
in Dagnall could be catastrophic. Please reconsider this proposal; if anything the B440 is already too 
heavily travelled by those driving too quickly, and the extra HGV traffic is likely to make this road 
more perilous than it already is. 



 
There is already a 7.5 tonne weight restriction in place along with a declassification for the A4146 
which has been declassified between Hemel Hempstead and Leighton Buzzard. This is more than 
sufficient to control the movement of heavy freight and London waste lorries. Any further 
amendments represent a waste of public money and are not in the interests of the residents living 
along the proposed route. The money spent on this new venture would be better spent on repairing 
and reconditioning the roads damaged by years of continual use by heavy freight lorries. 
 

 
We live at the lower end of Bulbourne Road, Bulbourne, which already takes the weight of all the 
Clarks lorries every day which were stopped from going through Ivinghoe and Pitstone some years 
ago. We also suffer countless HGVs which use the road as a rat run, and our houses regularly and 
constantly vibrate with the speeding vehicles going through. We have no speed bumps or traffic 
cameras to slow the traffic down. We have no traffic lights on the single carriageway canal bridge.  
This means that the vehicles speed up at the top of Bulbourne to get across the canal bridge before 
the cars coming the other way. Many collisions have occurred in front of the Grand Junction Arms 
pub over the years because of this practice. The single carriageway canal bridge then leads on to a 
single carriageway railway bridge. This does at least have traffic lights, but many vehicles jump these 
lights, especially when they are going through at over 80 mph in the middle of the night. Bulbourne 
Yard is currently being re-developed, which puts the occupants of the new 30+ dwellings trying to 
gain access to this already impossibly dangerous road. And Ivinghoe thinks it has problems? An extra 
75+ HGVs along this road per week would make a very difficult and dangerous place to live almost 
impossible. Please, please re-consider this plan. 
 

 
I take my dog across the Road at least twice a day and numerous times we have been close to being 
knocked down by cars overtaking lorries or lorries coming very close to our driveway. We've also lost 
a number of cats in the time we've been here. Cars and lorries speed past our house despite a 
30mph speed limit 
 

 
There are already too many heavy vehicles which go along the B440. When they go up the hill past 
Edlesborough church they have to go over the centre of the road causing oncoming traffic to have to 
stop sometimes as it is very narrow. There will be an accident there one day and the risk of this will 
increase if these plans go ahead. 
 

 
I support the parish council proposal- that the B440 through the villages is also included in the new 
Freight Exclusion Zone 
 

 
A dangerous route through vulnerable villages, especially over the narrow hill by Edlesborough 
church. surely this should not be allowed on a B road? 
 

 
With this proposal, HGV's will naturally find  the shortest alternative route to access the A4146 and 
also Hemel Hempstead and as such will default to using the  B440 and going through the villages of 
Edlesborough, Northall and Billington. 
 
We would like to oppose this proposal based on the following: 
 



1. The B440 is already a very busy road with a number of tight bends , blind spots and steep hills 
which makes this unsuitable for a further increase in this type of traffic.  
2. There are a large number of very old properties on this route which are directly alongside the 
road, further HGV's would generate significant additional fumes and noise pollution for these 
residents, as well as the risk of damage to properties. 
3. There are a number of junctions along the route which require pulling out onto the B440. These 
are already hazardous with the road being very busy, resulting in vehicles pulling out in-between 
gaps in traffic, often resulting with on-coming vehicles having to brake sharply. By adding further 
traffic and potentially slower/heavier vehicles it will increase the risk of drivers taking chances when 
pulling out and accidents happening. 
4. This proposal should be stood down and other alternative solutions considered. 
 

 
If the Freight Exclusion Zone is approved, there is no doubt that HGVs will find their way back to 
using the B440, as they used to travel along it all the time when it was an A road.  My house in Eaton 
Bray Road is close to the junction of the B440 Leighton Road and when it was an A road the house 
used to shake when some of the huge lorries travelled passed, to the point that we have cracks in 
the house which I am convinced are as a result.  This has also been verified as a likely cause of the 
cracks, by a structural engineer.  Not only that but when Leighton Road was an A road, it was 
hazardous to walk or jog along the pavements when the lorries went by.  Also, it is particularly 
dangerous at the top of the hill by Edlesborough Church, as it is far too narrow for anything larger 
than a car.  When the HGVs used to use the road there was always a chance of an accident at that 
position. The same applies at Billington Hill. Disappointingly, even now we still see HGVs  
occasionally going through Northall and Edlesborough (and they’re getting more frequent) even 
though it’s illegal, so this activity will increase, without question if the Freight Exclusion Zone comes 
into being.  The only way this may not happen is if Northall and Edlesborough and Billington  are 
added to the villages that are included in the Exclusion Zone. 
 

 
It is laudable that you are proposing a new Freight Exclusion Zone to reduce HGV traffic through 
Ivinghoe, Cheddington and Mentmore.  However, I am sure that traffic in general, including HGVs, 
will increase on the B440 if the Zone gets approval.  I understand that this should not be the case, as 
HGVs are not meant to use it now it’s a B road.  However, I live in Eaton Bray Road in close proximity 
to the B440 junction and still see HGVs going through Northall and Edlesborough despite this not 
being a route they should be using.  Surely this is enough of an indication that the drivers will not 
heed the new rules stated in the Freight Exclusion Zone and will revert to using Leighton Road, even 
though it is is now a B road.   
 
My home and those of my neighbours have cracks which we are convinced were caused by the 
vibration from those large commercial vehicles constantly passing through Northall on the road 
when it was the A4146.  Added to that, the Leighton Road is dangerous for pedestrians and cyclists 
even now due to volume of traffic, as it is relatively narrow for modern vehicles and has major pinch 
points along it such as Water End, Edlesborough Hill, Billington Hill. The inevitable increase in HGVs - 
even though they should not use the B404 now nor if the Zone is approved - will clearly make the 
road even more dangerous for all users. I regularly walk along the road so speak from experience.  
 
If in the end the new Freight Exclusion Zone is approved I strongly urge Buckinghamshire Council to 
include Northall, Dagnall, Edlesborough and Great Billington within it as well. 
 

 
Far too dangerous to have large freight coming through the village. 



It seems inevitable that there will be increased HGV traffic through Edlesborough, Northall and 
Billington.This road is completely unsuitable for such heavy vehicles, so please include the B440 in 
the proposed Freight Zone 
 

 
Yes, please, I do not think that this proposal takes in a wide enough area.  I use Leighton Buzzard for 
my main shopping and services and use the B440 fairly frequently.   Is a traffic survey going to 
monitor any increase in traffic on the B440?   Country roads are no place for heavy goods vehicles 
and I would have welcomed any steps taken to reduce the number of these lorries on the B440.  
School children wait for the school buses in Northall where there is no proper pavement, and 
children have to cross the same road to get to Dagnall school.   Less traffic would have been 
welcomed. 
 

 
Being disabled the way many lorries go thru the villages is looking for accidents to happen, be that 
involving children, adults, pedestrians, cyclists and other road users, pets etc plus the detrimental 
effects on the road conditions, creating more potholes, wearing of the roads, noise levels, 
congestion as the roads are too narrow to accommodate the lorries. There must be alternative 
routes for them to take, so that these issues can be avoided. 
 

 
I fully support the Ivinghoe area freight zone traffic regulation order. I live in Cheddington and there 
are a huge number of HGVs that pass through the village regularly. The village simply isn’t equipped 
to deal with this traffic, and I worry for the safety of my young children when we walk along the High 
Street or Station Road.  
 
I very much hope that this regulation order is enacted, it is much needed.  
 
Many thanks, 
 

 
It is already very difficult to pull out of Edlesborough high street onto the B440 and at times 
dangerous due to the lack of visibility. 
This traffic order will make it even more dangerous, especially with HGV traffic. 
As the route past Edlesborough will show up as the shorter route on sat nav this will become the 
preferred route of lorry drivers and therefore traffic use this route over others. 
This will also reduce the air quality in the area. 
Therefore I object to this order 
 

 
As a result of the new Freight Exclusion Zone, traffic will increase on the B440 through Northall and 
Edlesborough. This section of the road is already overloaded, especially given the incredibly narrow 
stretch of the road running past Edlesborough Church. If a lorry is on one side of the road, it is 
already incredibly tight for a car to pass on the other side. If there are two lorries passing at the 
same time, it is grid lock. If you are a cyclist on the road at this point, it is treacherously dangerous 
and is quite simply an accident waiting to happen. 
 
Furthermore, the junction at the end of Pebblemoor, feeding onto the B440 is also already a 
dangerous junction with very poor visibility. More traffic will further enhance the danger at this 
point. 
 



Without doubt, the B440 running through Edlesborough and Northall should be included in the new 
Freight Exclusion zone if we are to avoid the inevitable accidents which are destined to happen if we 
are not. 
 

 
I strongly object to the proposed new Freight Exclusion Zone as the traffic would simply transfer 
through our village (Edlesborough) and Northall, and increase the already heavy flow on unsuitable 
roads, and where many walkers, families and children are living and walking around just the same as 
in Ivinghoe, Cheddington and Mentmore. 
 
The plan should be amended to include the B440 through Edlesborough in the Freight Exclusion 
Zone, otherwise it will not be any improvement on the current situation. There is no point in going 
to all the expense if it is only half-hearted and just moves the problem somewhere else.  PLEASE 
listen to Edlesborough residents and propose a more thorough solution that will not cause more 
problems than before. Thank you. 
 

 
Moving HGV traffic to other villages is not a solution for those residents being affected. An increase 
in RTA on the B440 are inevitable particularly around the church area where lorries already struggle 
to pass safely. Speed limits are not being adhered to in Northall due to poor signage and conflicting 
information. SATNAVS say 40mph while signs say 30mph. Keep HGV traffic on A roads where they 
should be. 
 

 
Over the past few years increased traffic has made turning right from the High Street Edlesborough 
onto the Leighton Buzzard road hazardous. Traffic travels at speed up the hill and in dark hours it is 
difficult to see traffic approaching from the right. With the proposal to introduce a freight zone will 
only increase this danger. Is there room for two lorries to pass on the road by the church? I think 
not! Also there is a very narrow pavement going up the hill. I am a keen runner and use this route 
often but an increase in lorries travelling through will make it dangerous for any pedestrian walking 
up the hill. Motorists don't slow down when passing and there is no way lorry drivers will take into 
considertion anyone on foot. It would only be amatter of time before someone is swept under a 
lorry being seriously or fatally injured!! 
 

 
About time, this area has been plagued as a shortcut by Hgv for far too long. 
 

 
We get far to many HGV’s using the village as a cut threw.  So totally agree with the weight change. 
 

 
This plan has not been thoroughly thought through. It is clear that HGVs would use the B440, which 
is totally unsuitable for this type of vehicle. On some sections of the road, the HGVs would be a 
danger. 
 

 
I am very concerned about the increase in HGV traffic which would result from the introduction of 
the new Zone. I feel that the B440 should be included in the Freight Zone area as it is unsuitable for 
HGVs. 
 



 
Not without including Northall. It is a big omission not including Northall in the freight exclusion 
zone, as it will simply push this traffic through an already busy village, with unsuitable road and 
sidewalk capacity. We have already had a fatality on this road and numerous accidents with traffic 
and school children over the years, this will just increase the exposure and risk. It is not acceptable. 

 
We would like the B440 included in the exclusion zone 
 

 
Daniel already has a weight limit due to the Water End bridge which is sometimes ignored. 
Since this limit was introduced the heavy traffic has decreased . However, speeding through the 
Village still persist (why no speed camera?) 
To allow HGV,S through the Village again, apart from the noise and fumes, would eventually lead to 
a speed related RTA. 
 
PLEASE NO HGV,S IN DAGNALL. 
 
 

 
The roads through the village are not good enough to support more heavy traffic. 
 

 
I would like to make an objection. 
I concur wholeheartedly agree with the opinion made by Edlesborough Parish Council. 
 
Regards, 

 
I agree with the idea of reducing freight traffic through Ivinghoe, but not if it simply means displacing 
that traffic to come through Edlesborough and Northall along the B440, as will surely be the case. 
 
Northall in particular will suffer the consequences of this, but also the B440 where it passes St 
Mary's Church, Edlesborough, is simply not suitable for  HGVs. 
 
My personal interest is that I often cycle down the B440, but the main issue seems to me to be that 
it cannot be right to recognise the problem of freight transport going through villages and then put 
forward a solution which simply means the villages affected will change. Is Ivinghoe more important 
than Northall or Edlesborough? If so, why?      
 
My preferred solution would be to include the B440 through Edlesborough and Northall within the 
Freight Exclusion Zone. 
 
I hope the Council will think this through and amend it's proposals. 
 

 
I live in Edlesborough and work at the local Business Park which contains a number of local small 
businesses.  I walk to work along the Leighton Road (the B440), which has a narrow pavement on 
one side of the road as far as the Business Park when the pavement then becomes slightly safer, 
switching sides to extend into, and through, the village of Northall.  I work with other colleagues who 
also use the pavement, and our customers often walk to visit our showroom too. 
 
In addition to villagers in Northall who use the route to reach Edlesborough primary school, there 



are quite a few houses along the Leighton Road itself - I have seen an elderly gentleman on a 
mobility scooter using the narrow part of the pavement, and there are other houses along the road, 
within both Edlesborough and Northall, which contain young children. 
 
Even at present, it can feel a dangerous pavement to be on when HGV lorries are using the road, due 
to it being so narrow.  Pedestrians (and local runners who also  use it) have to be alert at all times in 
case an HGV gets too close to the pavement.  I have also seen HGVs having to inch past one another 
in the narrowest stretch of the road. 
 
With all this in mind, it would be horrendous to have more HGVs using the Leighton Road (which 
would be inevitable if the current plan is successful).  Surely the downgrading of the B440 
(previously A4146) was to discourage HGV use! 
I therefore have no hesitation in backing Edlesborough Parish Council in their request to include the 
B440 in the Freight Exclusion Zone. 
 

 
We have lived on the High Street for more than 30 years and are well aware of the increased heavy 
freight traffic and the damage this causes. I believe that the strategy proposed is a positive step 
towards ameliorating the negative effect that heavy vehicles have on properties, the road surface 
and the environment. 
 

 
I oppose the plans as currently outlined as these plans do not include the B440 and the plans as they 
currently are, will very likely increase heavy goods traffic on the B440 to the detriment of the 
Northall and Edlesborough Buckinghamshire villages. 
The B440 is already a heavily used road which is unsuitable for heavy goods freight lorries.  I 
frequently walk from Northall to Edlesborough and i'm forced to walk along a very small pavement 
at the section in Edlesborough beside the Church on the Hill.  I am often with a baby push chair and 
i'm terrified when cars pass within inches.  This road is very dangerous and when lorries pass they 
often hit the kerb and the road is not wide enough for two lorries to pass. 
Adherence to the 30mph and 40mph speed limits is also very poor and although there is 
infrequently a speed camera van, this is rarely in the rush hour times when speeds are often in 
excess of 50mph in the 30mph zone.   
The aim of this initiative is to improve the lives of the Buckinghamshire villages.  However, this 
scheme, as is, will negatively affect Northall and Edlesborough unless the freight zone is extended to 
include the B440.   I live on the B440 and my house vibrates whenever lorries pass even if my house 
is slightly set back from the road, often waking my 2 year old son.  Many houses are not set back 
from the B440 and the increase in heavy goods lorries as a result of this scheme will impact the 
houses and the owners quality of life, contrary to the aims of this initiative.  
No reason has been given not to extend the freight zone to include the B440, therefore i see this as 
an easy extension to benefit ALL Buckinghamshire residents. 
 

 
This will just redirect the Freight traffic into other villages i.e. Northall and Edlesborough ,  
 
I agree with the Edlesborough Parish Council suggestion to include our villages in the freight 
Exclusion zone (Northall,  Edlesborough and Dagnall) 
 

 
I would like to request that Northall is included in the freight exclusion zone 
 



 
This scheme will increase traffic on the B440.  HGVs banned from other routes under the proposed 
traffic restrictions, will inevitably seek the most direct route through to the A505 or A5.  This will 
take them through the villages of Edlesborough, Northall and Billington.    
 
Northall in particular will suffer, as nearly all the housing is situated either side of the road. Not long 
ago, this road was re-designated as a 'B' road with the intention of reducing lorries through the 
village, since 'B' roads are less likely to show up on Sat Navs as suitable  for HGVs.  The Freight Traffic 
Scheme, if implemented, would entirely negate that good effect.   
 
The road is already, a fast and busy one and the 30mph speed limit does not prevent cars speeding 
through the village.  It is a dangerous place for pedestrians and for cars turning out of driveways; an 
increase in HGV traffic will make this even more difficult and affect the quality of life of residents. 
 
Edlesborough is affected in a different way. The turn from the HIgh St to the B404 is already 
dangerous; an increase in HGVs will make it even more so, especially as it is impossible to see traffic 
coming from the north due to the steep hill.  It is already difficult and dangerous crossing the road to 
access the church and the bridlepath which is a popular route for recreation and dog walking; it is 
also one of the 'Safer Routes to School' for Edlesborough Academy for pupils coming from Ivinghoe 
Aston. 
 
Billington also has a steep hill which affects line of sight for cars turning on to the A404 from minor 
roads, and for residents' cars leaving their driveways. 
 
Although this scheme will help some villages, I do not think that decisions should be made that 
favour some communities but increase the burden and danger for others.  Please think again. 
 

 
I am extremely worried about increased HGV traffic travelling along the Northall Road. My main 
concern is safety at the turning for Edlesborough, opposite the church on the hill. This is already 
dangerous  for cars leaving Edlesborough and turning onto the Northall road. The visibility is poor 
due to the hill coming up from the Northall side. Cars suddenly emerge as you are pulling out, 
requiring you to move quickly. However, the road is also particularly narrow, making it difficult to 
manoeuvre with the speed that’s required. With increased HGV traffic on that road I feel that 
accidents at the junction are inevitable. 
 

 
I live in Northall since 1993 on the Leighton Road.  Traffic has increased since then especially with 
the build up in Leighton Buzzard for the last 10 years.  Commuters to London has increased 
tremendously and also huge increase in HGV traffic on the B440  which leads to the bypass at 
Billington.  The B440 is almost parallel to the bypass which is  a dual carriage way with  a speed limit 
of 50/70mph which is more suitable to  speeding HGVs. 
 
There is a speed limit of 30 mph to the B440 at the 2 villages but cars and HGVs are still speeding 
through the villages as a result there was a fatality in Northall, not to mention numerous potholes 
and damage to the road.  I can feel the vibration from my home  when the HGVs drove passed.   
 
I strongly opposed to the HGVs coming through the villages of Northall and Edlesborough and that 
our 2 villages should be included in the new Freight Exclusion Zone just as you would like to reduce 
HGV traffic through Ivinghoe, Cheddington and Mentmore, so do we! 
 



 
Increase in heavy traffic in this proposal will also increase traffic flow into surrounding villages. The 
infrastructure of the villages will not cope with this, with respect to damaged road surfaces and 
safety of residents. 
 

 
The proposed new Freight Exclusion Zone will increase the traffic on the B440 through Northall and 
Edlesborough. This road is already very busy and the additional freight traffic will be very damaging, 
with the vibrations  from HGVs felt inside our houses, not to mention noise pollution and the danger 
to pedestrians.  The road was only recently downgraded to a B road and the speed limit reduced to 
30mph through the villages. This seems like a very retrograde step. 
 
I support measures to reduce HGV traffic through Ivinghoe, Cheddington and Mentmore, but this 
shouldn't be at the expense of other villages. 
 

 
Unless it is made clear HGV‘s are not allowed on the B440 and this road is specifically mentioned in 
this Order HGV traffic will increase through Dagnall, Edlesborough and Northall. The B440 is not 
suitable for HGV’s. 
 

 
This will increase heavy traffic through Edlesborough along narrow country roads 
 

 
I oppose the plan as this will increase the amount of traffic using the B440 (Leighton Buzzard-Hemel 
Hempstead Road) through Northall and Edlesborough.  
 
This road is already busy and quite tight on the hill near to Edlesborough church, especially when 
lorries or agricultural vehicles meet in opposite directions.  
 
I would like to propose that the B440 is also included in the new Freight Exclusion Zone. 
 

 
I oppose the Buckinghamshire Council Freight Strategy as it will increase the amount of traffic using 
the B440 and through the villages of Northall and Edlesborough. These villages should be protected 
from the effects of HGV traffic as much as the other villages in the proposed exclusion zone.  
 
I propose that the B440 is included in the new Freight Exclusion Zone. 
 

 
I live on the B440 Leighton Road. My house shakes and the radiators rattle every time an HGV goes 
past. The proposed Ivinghoe freight TRO will only increase the number of HGVs which use the B440, 
and therefore increase the damage to my property. 
 

 
The roads through Northall, Edlesborough and Dagnall are also not suitable for HGVs to be rerouted 
through. This needs to be dealt with alongside diverting them from ivinghoe. The road not only is 
very narrow by the church in Edlesborough and hgvs coming one way will mean a large vehicle will 
not be able to pass the other way. There are also school children who walk home down that road 
where there are no pavements which needs to be considered 



 

 
Generally I support the Ivinghoe Area Freight Zone Traffic Regulation Order, but would only do so if 
the B440 which goes through Edlesborough is also included.  I am certain that  if it is not included 
there will be a huge increase in the amount of lorries coming through Edlesborough.   Sat navs will 
automatically take the shortest route, not necessarily the most suitable.  There is a spot which is 
particularly unsuitable and even dangerous, which is by Edlesborough Church.  If you are coming 
from the Hemel Hempstead/Dagnall direction towards Leighton Buzzard/Milton Keynes, 
immediately past the brow of the hill by Edlesborough Church the road becomes very narrow, and 
there have been occasions where two lorries have had to completely stop and cause traffic build-up 
because it's so narrow.  This road is just not suitable to have so much freight traffic.  I would ask you 
to please include it in the freight zone.  Many thanks. 
 

 
I am all for stopping lorries through the other villages, but to push it all onto the B440 and our 
villages is simply not right. The road is unsuitable for HGVs. This is not only undesirable but also 
horribly dangerous when you take into account the section by Edlesborough church. It makes a 
mockery of the years of work undertaken by EDAN to have the road reclassified from the A4146 to 
the B440. As Bucks failed to implement the 7.5T restrictions adopted by Beds and Herts, we find 
ourselves here. Children cross this road for school, parents with prams walk it, horses are exercised 
along it. This is not safe as an HGV route. 
 

 
The area should be extended to include the B440 through Northall, Billington and Edlesborough. 
 
The B440 is a busy road and already quite dangerous with very small footpaths in places. Diverting 
HGVs to this road will worsen the problem and while it will benefit residents in some villages, it will 
significantly disadvantage residents of Northall, Billington and Edlesborough. 
 
The 'advantages and disadvantages' of the scheme fail to take into consideration the impacts on 
these residents. While there are 'advantages' for the villages within the zone, the direct opposite 
effects are true for the villages along Leighton Road: 
- Direct increase in HGV traffic on local roads 
- Concerns of local residents not addressed 
- Diverts all HGVs to equally unsuitable routes through villages 
- Increased emissions and improved air quality; increased risk of damage, vibration and noise (note 
there is no air quality monitoring in the freight zone to be able to advise on air quality levels, 
however they are most likely well below the annual averages for NOx and PM10). 
 
I would request that you include the direct impacts on the residents along the B440 Leighton Road in 
your proposal, and consider extending the freight zone to cover this road. 
 

 
• There are a few lorry parks within the designated freight zone, which necessitate undesirable HGV 
movements within the zone. It would benefit the area and reinforce the aim of the zone, for the 
council to put in force legislation that prevents the development of any further lorry parks or any 
expansion of the present ones in the zone, along with this order. 
 
• The freight zone would be improved if it was extended in the north-west beyond the B440 so that 
HGVs cannot use this road, travelling through the villages of Edlesborough, Northall and Billington. 

 



 
The road through Wing is appalling especially in the morning and school and rush hour traffic and we 
are not even fully back to normal traffic after the pandemic yet. Air quality is very poor considering it 
is the countryside 

 

 
Very busy rat run through Wing everyday 

 

 
The plan will divert the problem from Ivinghoe to Edlesborough and Northall. The lorries will end up 
taking the shortest route via our villages, not as the plan shows. The road through Edlesborough is 
extremely narrow and dangerous with the current traffic load. Increased traffic due to those changes 
will make it unsustainable for pedestrians on the very narrow pavements. Two lorries can't cross on 
the brow of the hill in Edlesborough as it is. More lorry traffic will create congestion and potentially 
accidents. 

 

 
The B440 is busy enough already and the footpaths are barley wide enough for one person to walk 
down and it’s frightening when cars are close to the paths it would be dangerous if you were walking 
down footpath and HGVs were that close, especially as HGVs very big mirrors hang over the 
pathways when they meet another oncoming HGV 

 

 
Danger to children going to and from school. 
Ill health  resulting  from diesel fumes, especially affecting children. 
Proximity  to  children’s play area on the village green. 
Narrowness and unsuitability of village roads for HGVs, as identified  by previous government 
inspection. 
Noise and  vibration caused by over- loaded HGVs. 

 

 
We moved out of town to provide the best possible environment for our children to grow up in. By 
increasing the freight through this area, it will wipe this away, decreasing air quality, noise & making 
access to the pathways to Ivinghoe difficult to access as the traffic will be too dangerous for kids to 
cross the road in Northall or by Edlesborough church. Please don’t ruin my children’s childhood. 

 

 
I am writing to express my deepest concern with the plans, as currently designed,  associated with 
the Proposed Ivinghoe Area Freight Zone. I am a resident of Northall, a village that has suffered from 
being a commuter and HGV route already for many years, with only minor relief from the opening of 
the Leighton Buzzard by-pass. The B440 which passes through Northall is quite straight and suffers 
from significant speeding issues, and other than speed signs, has no other traffic calming measures. 
We had a fatality of an elderly gentlemen outside my house a few years ago from a speeding 
motorist, with my son's best friend who was a doctor holding the man as he lay dying. The footpaths 
have a number of stretches that directly connect to the road with no gap making it very hazardous 
for any pedestrians. We have grandchildren and dare not walk them up the path to our park a few 
hundred metres away because of the already significant lorry traffic which comes through our 
village. The road is so narrow that I have frequently seen lorries pass each other and wing mirrors 
clash and debris flung onto the road.  Furthermore, the road has suffered from significant wear and 
tear, with numerous potholes which with HGV traffic have caused damage to my house and I suspect 



others. Repairs have taken place recently, but they are patches of repairs, not a full resurfacing of 
the road so again, this would be a great concern. 
 
The proposed scheme will inevitably bring more HGV traffic through our already dangerous village 
road and is a recipe for further problems and I implore you to support the proposal of Edlesborough 
Parish Council to consider including the B440 in the proposed freight zone so that HGV traffic can be 
moved on to roads built for that purpose. 

 

 
Ivinghoe Aston is already a rat run for speeding traffic and high volumes of lorries speeding through 
the village. The road is not designed or maintained for normal traffic, let alone heavy articulated 
lorries. The road is sinking and collapsing in due to lorries and horse boxes. If the freight zone isn't 
put in place the road will become unusable and more dangerous. 

 

 
I have been a resident in ivinghoe Aston for nearly 50 years and have witnessed the increase in the 
volume of heavy vehicles using the village as a cut through to the Leighton buzzard bypass. Our road 
is not designed for heavy vehicles. Due to the articulated lorries coming through the village we have 
cracks in our brickwork on our house (we are right by the main road) before lorries came through 
there were none, we were told it's from the vibration of the lorries. The road through northall was 
designed as a trunk road, ivinghoe Aston was not! When 2 lorries meet on the straight road they can 
not pass eachother as there is no room! On the bends going towards slapton is even worse as they 
are so narrow. The school buses have had many near misses with lorries coming through, putting our 
children and the bus drivers at risk. 

 

 
It is unsafe to not include the B440 in the Freight Zone. The road is too narrow at several points for 
HGV vehicles, notably at the Church on the hill at Edlesborough and where the road bends just pass 
The Swan pub in Northall. Large HGV have to stop so that they can pass each other at these points. 
The very narrow pavements at both points are also a concern when lorry wingmirrors hang over the 
pavements to enable passing. It is just an accident waiting to happen!  The road has been recently 
down graded for an A road to a B road because of traffics and safety concerns. To now consider 
increasing the traffic flow and the size and number of lorries passing along the road, makes no sense 
what so ever. 

 

 
The order will push more traffic into other villages 

 

 
The T junction at the top of Pebblemoor is already very dangerous leaving and entering.The 
Highstreet onto the Leighton Hemel Road equally so . I feel extra lorries will just add to the 
problem,therefore I strongly object to the plan.. 

 

 
I am concerned that displaced HGV traffic will use the B440 through the villages of Billington, 
Northall and Edlesborough which is not suitable or appropriate and would ask that the B440 be 
included in the proposed freight zone 

 

 



It's dangerous enough on all roads, especially Leighton Road. People will die. The road isn't wide 
enough for lorries passing and especially where the church is, the narrow lane will be lethal. Also 
why shift a dreadful problem from one village to the next. Sticky plasters don't prevent injuries.  

Prevent this from happening by NOT dumping the traffic problems on us              

 

 
I believe that the B440 through Edlesborough needs to be included in the new Freight Exclusion 
Zone. 
This is already a busy road and reducing traffic through Cheddington and Mentmore will only 
increase traffic on the B440 through Northall and Edlesborough. 
I oppose this regulation order. 

 

 
This should include the B440  as all that will happen is that the lorries will cone back along this route. 
Which will increase traffic cause houses to shake and make the road more dangerous and devalue 
properties  . I live in Northall and can’t  tell you how much better I felt when junction11a opened and 
the road became a B road and lorries reduced dramatically . It is a B road for a reason please  include 
this in your consultation as a matter of urgency thank you 

 

 
I do not agree with the freight zone that is being proposed. However, I do support the Edlesborough 
Parish Council's proposal to include the B440 in the proposed freight zone. 

 

 
First hand...….Having today (01/06) driven back from Leighton Buzzard behind a container lorry on 
the B440 as it approached the hill outside Edlesborough Church traffic coming in the opposite 
direction had to either pull in to the entrance or go on the pavement. This was happening for small 
vans and cars. I should imagine that two lorries meeting on that hill would not be able to pass each 
other.....this is highly dangerous. 
The road is not built for large freight lorries to use on a regular basis and it is only a matter of time 
before a serious accident happens. 
I thoroughly oppose this proposal 

 

 
We welcome this initiative. 
The survey was taken in 2019 and the increase in heavy goods vehicles has increased recently with 
local building and HS2. 
Will there be effective enforcement to ensure the Zone is properly regulated eg ANPR cameras? 
Are there likely to be penalties for business' where drivers exhibit non compliance? 
In agreement with the 7.5 tonne weight limit, but particularly for "skips" is this vehicle weight or 
loaded weight? 
Will there be a check on 'Vehicles that are exempt' for deliveries? 
Will there be compliance monitored to and from the airfield at Long Marston by vehicles and skip 
carriers travelling through Wingrave and other surrounding villages and not via the B488?  
 
Appropriate signage and the 20mph rule would be a valuable safety measure to go with this 
proposal. 
Wingrave is a village with narrow roads and narrow or no public footpaths, the very tight bend at 
Dark Lane (no foot paths) is totally unsuitable for very large vehicles which, when they meet another 
vehicle, HGV or otherwise, are often forced to drive up on the banks to pass and occasionally tipping 



into each other.   
HGV's make it very dangerous for walking and crossing the road, the fact that their speed in some 
areas is often too high, is a concern especially where children walk to and from school and sports 
facilities. 
There are many old cottages in conservation areas that shake when these vehicles pass through the 
village.  Many such homes are without driveways or garages  which makes it a necessity to park cars 
on the road through the village which narrows the highway  even further. 

 

 
The main road B440 running through Northall and Edlesborough needs to be included in the new 
Freight  Exclusion Zone. We have fought for many years to maintain the safety on this stretch of road 
and wish to maintain this level so do not need any increase of traffic. 

 

 
The whole idea is absolutely ludicrous. Leighton Road is already lethal. Drivers speeding, lorries 
thundering through our hamlet and now THIS????? God help us and our community if you allow 
lorries to travel through this already dangerous route. Blood will be on your hands and many will die 
as a result of dangerous vehicles colliding at the church, hitting the kerb, path, then innocent 
pedestrians walking to school. Manslaughter already springs to mind. 

 

 
This will push more lorries onto the B440.  We only changed from the A4146 a couple if years ago to 
stop lorries using this road.  Please don't send the lorries back on our road.  We have only one 
pavement so we have to cross the road when walking in the village.  Too much traffic makes this so 
dangerous. 

 

 
This will increase the amount of dangerous traffic driving through northall 

 

 
The current situation results in large HGVs using inappropriate roads through Ivinghoe, often at high 
speeds. We live in a Grade II* listed building which is quite literally shaken when these vehicles 
travel past and indeed one can only wonder if it would still be standing today if such vehicles had 
been thundering by for the past 500 years! 

 

 
Whilst fully supporting the proposed regulation order, consideration needs to be taken for Leighton 
Road through Edlesborough, Northall and Billington. The peak of the hill by Edlesborough Church is 
narrow, and blind. It would be irresponsible to push freight traffic along here, posing a real risk to 
residents, pedestrians and other road users. In addition, it would create excessive congestion during 
peak hours.  
Alternative routes must be considered and presented because the current route is inappropriate. 

 

 
The heavy vehicles can go up and down this road at considerable  speeds.  Our house can often  
vibrate as they past at all hours, often waking us up in the early hours,  as they break heavy to stop 
at the junction. 

 

 



I can't support it because it doesn't include the villages of Northall Edlesborough, this crazy plan will 
have disastrous consequences to these villages forcing HGV traffic onto village roads and causing 
untold damage to our historic church. 
Please include Edlesborough and Northall in this plan. 

 

 
Please do not do this - it will only make traffic increase on the B440 through Edlesborough and 
Northall which is not solving any problem just moving it! Unless you could amend the plan to include 
the B440 through the villages in the Freight Exclusion Zone that would be good. 

 

 
Both the church and top of pebblemoor junctions have very poor visibility therefore I think its 
ludicrous to send more traffic along this route 

 

 
We are concerned that this will increase traffic through Edlesborough and Northall. We oppose this 
order. 

 

 
The proposal will have a very negative effect on the people of Northall (and elsewhere). The traffic 
can be very heavy here already and the proposal is likely to increase that heavy traffic load.  
 
Furthermore, drivers rarely stay below the 30 mph speed limit as things stand, and the likelihood is 
of more traffic driving even faster than the 45-50 mph that is the current norm.  
 
When our neighbour was killed by a motorist driving 40 mph several years ago, we successfully 
campaigned to get the speed limit reduced, but the new speed limit was largely ignored shortly 
thereafter. 

 

 
All HGV’s & similar vehicles should be made to use motorways & other highways built to withstand 
this sort of traffic. Villages cannot cope with these vehicles. Our roads are in a poor state already. 
Increase in pollution & noise day & night from these types of vehicles is also unwanted. 

 

 
The decision to  create an area  freight zone must include the B440  if we are not to return to the 
high levels of commercial use experienced before the road was declassified from being an A road. 
 
Lorries will navigate the shortest route, however unsuitable, and the B440 will again become a 'rat 
run' between major routes. 
 
The B440 is unsuitable for lorries passing each other at Billington Hill, Edlesborough 
Hill and the culvert at the county boundary. 
 
There is a footpath on one side of the B440  only through Northall which means traffic is a hazard for 
pedestrians at all times . We had a pedestrian fatality in Northall which triggered a major  protest 
and resulted in our speed restriction being lowered to 30 mph. 
 
But the B440 has 10 changes of speed limit from the roundabout with the bypass to the roundabout 
at The Traveller's Rest , and three further speed change areas on the approach to Dagnall.  Lorries 



,as other vehicles, do not keep to these limits further endangering pedestrians and threatening our 
village life. 
 
A survey completed in 2019 is an inadequate reason for this proposal; a much more comprehensive 
review  involving all roads in this area would give a more realistic overview of the issue; villagers 
here would be happy to help with this. 
 
As the pandemic recedes, traffic use, distribution and access to new sites may have changed 
significantly , so a more comprehensive and sustained  review of traffic is urgently needed before an 
action is taken which will just shift the problem to someone else's patch. 

 

 
From the information provided it looks like you are actively suggesting all HGV traffic re-routed via 
the B440.  
From experience HGV's will not take the B489 into Dunstable to pick up the A505. Why? 
Its further, Sat Nav's will be set to direct to shortest route as business do not want to spend time or 
money  doing extra miles.  
The B440 is no more suitable in parts than the B488 and B489 is in parts. Particularly the location by 
Edlesborough church is narrow, has a foot path, which is also narrow, the hill at Billington is equally 
not suitable for the same reasons. In addition this consultation is taking place in the Summer when 
light and road conditions are better. During the winter months icy conditions and occasionally snow 
also need considerations. I am sure the Health and Safety Risk Assessments have highlighted these 
concern areas.  
The aim as the proposers describe it is to..... reduce traffic on local roads by removing those HGVs 
that are just passing through. This will reduce negative impacts on local residents, buildings and the 
environment. How is this going to be achieved on the B440? The B440 is a local road if you live in 
Northall Edlesborough, and Billington much like the others are local roads if you live in Horton or 
Ivinghoe etc. Surely with the volume of HGV traffic as described it is better to keep all  routes open 
to these vehicles to share the load, rather than pushing all to the B440 or include the B440 in the 
proposed Freight Zone. Please respect the intelligence of everyone, this freight traffic will not just 
disappear because of the Freight Zone!  
If ....any freight zones go ahead they should only be temporary, and interchangeable. Signage should 
be able to be erected and removed/covered up at minimal cost to allow for the routes to be altered 
on a routine basis. This would make it much more palatable to all "locals". I am sure 
Buckinghamshire Council officials who are looking at this have the ability to be innovative in their 
approach, and may be have the opportunity to be first in introducing a variable freight zone that 
considers all its local villagers. 

 

 
An increase in HGV traffic will lead to a rise in accidents, it is far too narrow in places for lorries to 
pass, already too many drivers use this road as a cut through and don't like to stick to the speed 
limits, dangerously overtaking vehicles sticking to the limits, having more slower HGV traffic will also 
further damage the road creating more pot holes. 

 

 
Environmental risk 
Damage to buildings 
Danger to pedestrians especially children 
Noise impact on residents 
The fact that there are viable alternative routes 



 
The constant hgv's going through our villages have increased, the noise, pollution and state of our 
roads.  Villages should not be a normal thoroughfare for hgv's  the roads are too narrow and there 
are traffic jams. 
There must be a better alternative better for the hgv drivers and the villagers 

 

 
The size of the lorries and proximity to the children’s playground is both dangerous and ultimately 
terrifying. The lorries large turning circles means it is a location that is an accident waiting to happen. 
It makes crossing the road difficult at the best of times and dicing with death at others. Unnecessary 
and should have already been dealt with. 

 

 
I think the proposed freight zone will increase HGV traffic on the B440 

 

 
There needs to be close monitoring of these freight zones to enforce the rules as unscrupulous 
freight traffic use these roads as cut throughs irrespective of weight limits . 

 

 
The road is too narrow and windy for enormous vehicles to traverse safely, with many bike riders in 
jeopardy. The peace of the village is constantly disrupted at the moment.There are some very 
precious buildings of historic interest in Ivinghoe and the constant heavyweight traffic is damaging 
them. Please reduce to an absolute minimum heavy vehicle traffic 

 

 
Our village streets are far too narrow for the ever-larger modern wagons. The drivers only use the 
High Street and main roads through Pitstone and Marsworth as short cuts. With the increasing 
population of Pitstone there are a lot more pedestrians and school-children attending Brookmead 
School so for everyone's sake please introduce and enforce this Freight Zone as soon as possible. 
Except for access there is no need for any wagon to use these roads. 
Thank you 

 

 
In the past I have been walking on the narrow pavement on the dog leg bend through the village 
with my toddkers and had a large lorry mount the curb centimetres from us, as it struggled to 
navigate past other traffic.  Thankfully nobody was harmed,  but more by luck than judgment 

 

 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Due to the infrastructure restrictions, throughout Beds, Bucks & Herts, these roads require to be 
used by heavy freight vehicles. It is not this that we, as local residents, are against. It is the sheer 
number of HGV’s that we are against.  
 
A lot of these HGV’s do not use a satnav system that is will be able to comply with current legislation 
or any future changes. Any non-UK freight carrying vehicles are not fitted with these types of satnav 
systems either. I would suggest that, with the abundance of new technology, that haulage firms can 
manage to comply with current and future legislation. The fact they do not shows an inability to care 



and no ability to hold attention. 
 
Please rectify this by doing as you say you do and invest in your infrastructure technologically and 
your drivers, with regards to knowledge of local restrictions & general awareness. It is not hard, they 
are the same roads for everyone and have been for over 100 years. 
 
Many Thanks & Kind Regards, 
 
Local chap 

 

 
The new freight exclusion zone proposed by Buckinghamshire council will reduce HGV traffic 
through Ivinghoe, Cheddington and Mentmore but as a result I have been advised that traffic will 
increase on the B440 through Dagnall.  I would like to know how this regulation will affect Dagnall?  I 
was under the impression that Dagnall is already in a freight exclusion zone?  If it is not, then I 
oppose the current proposal unless the B440/Dagnall is also included. 

 

 
Traffic is diabolical at times , especially at school times. Need more forward planning 

 

 
The impact of the TRO is to move traffic from one unsuitable road to another unsuitable road. The 
B440 has a major "pinch point" at the hill in Edlesborough leading from Church End to Leighton Road 
which has been the site of a number of incidents and near misses involving HGVs over recent years. 
Church End is a residential road with a relatively narrow pavement which children use to walk to the 
local primary school and any increase in heavy traffic is detrimental to their safety and health. 
Other villages along the route including Northall and Billington would also be adversely affected. I 
wholeheartedly support the  proposal of Edlesborough Parish Council to include the B440 in the 
proposed Ivinghoe Area Freight Zone. 

 

 
The B440 is already a very busy road and regularly I have to wait for several minutes just to be able 
to exit my property safely.   
 
Northall has a 30 MPH speed limit but very few drivers actually obey the speed limit.  every day all 
day I see people driving through the village at well in excess of the speed limit, some of which I 
would assess as 60 + MPH. 
 
Adding a further 100 - 300 HGV's travelling along this road per day will make this much worse than it 
already is and that is totally unacceptable. 
 
My experience of HGV's travelling past my house is that they shake the house to it's foundations 
which is extremely disturbing when it happens, which it did all the time when the Salvage lorries 
were using the road while the link road to the M1 was being built.  Over and above that if you travel 
down towards, or from, Hemel Hempstead on the B440 there is a very narrow bridge which is 
completely unsuitable for HGV traffic. 
 
I can see no reasonable explanation why Edelsborough, Northall, Billington, Dagnell etc. i.e. the 
villages on the B440 are not included in the freight exclusion zone for through traffic, when there is a 
perfectly brand new road which is for that purpose as a bypass for Dunstable which links the A505  



with the M1 just north of Dunstable. 
 
All of these vehicles should be be directed to the major traffic links such as the A41 and M1. 

 

 
All for this providing it doesn’t adversely affect vehicles that are based in the area or need access to 
work.  
As if it means adding miles on to the route of a vehicle trying to deliver or access the area it’s a 
waste of time. 

 

 
Since moving here over three years ago, I have seen an increase in the number of large lorries 
driving through the villages. Often if there are two on either side of the road, they struggle to pass 
each other and cause traffic and on occasions damage to property thresholds. . My house shakes 
when they go past and cracks have appeared on the walls.  
 
The traffic passing through in general has increased and has made what was a relatively quiet 
Hamlet into a race track and heavy goods vehicle short cut! 

 

 
The upgrading of the M1 - the construction of the Eastern  A 5  - allowed for the De-trunking of the 
A5 through Dunstable 
The “ traffic management group” set up by the Edlesborough Parish Council - identified this exposed 
the A4146 as a possible alternative route for HGV’s going north/south - south/north. 
Herts county council had concerns for Water End Bridge - Bucks County council accepted the 
limitations at the Edlesborough church & Central Bedfordshire council had reservations for the road 
section through Billington. 
All three councils worked with the “ traffic management group” to limit the use of the A4146 by 
HGV’s and when presented with the joint concerns the A4146 was reduced to the B440 with signage 
advise drivers of the new weight limit for the road. 
To my knowledge this has never been enforced. 
At this time we were hoping for a wider community involvement ie Tring and Ivinghoe but the 
“traffic management group” had a very narrow remit specifically to the Edlesborough Parish 
initiative.   
My concerns are this latest freight consultation will either ignore or try and change the present 
weight restriction now in place. 
The B440 is not designed for modern HGV’s - it is obviously too narrow at Water End and 
Edelsborough church and road widths at Dagnall,  Northall and Billington put pedestrians in an 
unacceptable relationship any wide vehicle.  To re-impose HGV’s use of this section of the road will 
raise the issue of “duty of care” for both residence, pedestrians and other vehicle using the road. 
I can support reducing HGV’s on any country lanes and roads BUT I CAN’T SUPPORT any review 
which increase’s the in appropriate use of village roads.   I trust my concerns are given the weight 
they deserve during any consultation and I would appreciate a full explanation of any  
decision  which is to the detriment of the B440 and details of where and how to make further 
representation. 

 

 
There has been a steady rise of Freight traffic over the years,  reaching  a point now where the 
villages on the cut throughs are totally overloaded. They cause a lot of damage to the road as well 
congestion and pollution. Please introduce this scheme to help the local communities. 



 
I do not support the Freight Scheme in its current format 
The reason being it excludes the B440 which means this road will be about the ONLY north/south 
route between the M1 in the east and the A41 in the west NOT subject to a weight restriction. 
It won’t take long for heavy lorries to rediscover this route, especially when there are problems on 
the major highways and use it as a rat run.    
It seems the residents of Dagnall, Edlesborough, Northall, not forgetting Water End and  Great 
Billington are to be sacrificed for the convenience of the inhabitants of Ivinghoe.  
Maybe it’s a coincidence (or again maybe not) that a number of our ward councillors live in the area 
that will benefit from the freight zone and those of us to the east will suffer? 
Please INCLUDE the B440 in the freight zone 

 

 
The roads around this area were not made for this nimber if heavy vehicles. 
The streets are narrow and are becoming dangerous,. The many old properties have to park their 
vehicles on the road and large vehicles many travelling at speed are causing close misses with other 
traffic. 

 

 
The increased heavy goods traffic is harmful to the local environment. Ivinghoe & Ivinghoe Aston are 
old villages, built before the era of vehicles & have narrow roads with buildings very close to the 
roadside, also trees overhang in places. If one heavy goods vehicle is on the road, another car cannot 
pass going through the village, this is an accident waiting to happen,  cars often get their paintwork 
scratched from too larger lorry going past. The buildings shake when a truck drives through, the 
environment must be protected. 

 

 
If freight needs to be excluded from the B440, then it also needs to be excluded from the B448. 
These are roughly parallel roads and equally unsuitable for heavy freight traffic. 
 
It is logical that the majority of traffic impacted by the current proposal will re-route to the B448 as it 
is shorter than than the recommended route. Therefore the proposal will have the effect of moving 
freight traffic one unsuitable road, with a benefit to local residents, to another unsuitable road with 
an increased impact on another group of residents. 
 
Equally, if the intention of the proposal is to move traffic to the recommended route then there is no 
downside of including the B448 in the restriction which ensures this is indeed the outcome. I would 
fully support an amended proposal to expand the zone to include the B448. 

 

 
Any increase in the volume or weight of HGV's through Northall must be resisted . The road was 
changed from the A4146 to the B440 for a reason and the improvements in recent times have been 
most welcome. There are less HGV's coming through Northall but  I live at the north end of the 
village where there is no pavement and we have to walk along the grass verge towards the village 
centre which is terrifying. We are walking within two feet of vehicles , most of which do not observe 
the speed limit and the HGV's cause dangerous turbulence.  If the amount of HGV traffic increases, I 
fear that a serious accident is not far away.  This proposal/Order  must be rejected . 

 

 
I do not support this as it will cause increase in pollution and traffic through our village. 



In principal I support the Traffic Regulation Order but I have very serious concerns about the impact 
this would have on the B440 between the Travellers Rest roundabout and the A505 roundabout. If 
the proposal stands unchanged it is highly likely that the volume of heavy goods vehicles, using this 
road as a cut through from the B489 and the A505, will once again rise to unsafe and dangerous 
levels This would fly in the face of the changes made to the then A4146 to declassify it as the B440 
and to introduce speed limits of 30 mph through the village of Northall. These changes have, to 
some extent, reduced the number of heavy goods vehicles using this road. However because there is 
no speed enforcement camera in the village many vehicles are still travelling in excess of 30 mph 
including HGVs. It is not safe walking along the pavement, particularly when two HGVs are passing 
each other in opposite directions. I have seen them having to mount the pavement both on 
Edlesborough Hill and in Northall village. 
I strongly believe that the B440 should be included in the TRO. HGVs travelling from Aylesbury to the 
M1 or to Dunstable should be encouraged to use the A418 and the A505 and then the M1. These 
roads are eminently suitable for this purpose rather than the TR0 area including the B440. 
I therefore am writing in full support of Edlesborough Parish Council's proposal to include the B440 
in the proposed Ivinghoe Area Freight Zone. 

 

 
The roads in ivinghoe are in a poor condition due to heavy lorries. Are the council planning to 
resurface it? The roads are not big enough to accommodate very large vehicles. Also needs some 
yellow lines in places to discourage inappropriate parking. Often pavements are jammed with cars so 
pedestrians cannot safely navigate the paths forcing you into the road. This is especially the case for 
those with pushchairs or those in wheelchairs. 

 

 
The proposed plan would greatly increase heavy traffic through Edlesborough and Northall as the 
quickest route would undoubtedly be more desirous to heavy goods vehicles.  
I would therefore like to see the B440 included in the new Freight Exclusion Zone in order to solve 
this problem. 

 

 
The roads in and around our village are overloaded with traffic. I regularly walk 2 labrador dogs. The 
pathways are narrow and large lorries, particularly by the Kings Head overhang the path, particularly 
if there are other vehicles coming the other way. This is a hazard. This t-junction had been repaired 
at least four times in the past year. The surface has failed again and is dangerous to walk across. 
Most of the damage is caused by heavy lorries travelling through the village.  
Also the congestion caused by lorries attempting to go down towards Pitstone past the school, 
where more often than not, only one side of the road is available is another reason for banning 
larger vehicles in the area apart from access. 

 

 
Please be advised we strongly oppose the plan and believe that the B440 should be included in the 
new Freight Exclusion Zone 

 

 
We have already seen a major increase in HGV’s travelling through our village since the introduction 
of the weight limit on the Ivinghoe bridge and are already suffering the ill effects of this increase 
with the noise pollution caused by the heavier vehicles, increased levels of dust and air pollution and 
in some cases actual vibration in our property. 
It is now virtually impossible to walk comfortably on the foot path without having to continually step 



into the hedgerow to avoid the wing mirrors of trucks travelling down the road. Our road is not wide 
enough for these trucks to pass each other comfortably so causing them to come dangerously close 
to mounting the pavement. Northall in particular has a major problem with speeding vehicles. 
Although the speed limit was reduced to 30mph it is in between two very straight fast pieces of road 
and so very few vehicles adhere to the 30 mph and this  unfortunately now includes a large number 
of HGV’s transiting through the village. The B 440 Leighton road is a B road and not capable of 
absorbing the amount of HGV traffic you are planning to transfer on to it without causing the 
residents of Billington, Northall and Edlesborough major environmental disadvantages. The B440 
needs to have at the very least a 7.5ton limit imposed on it and effective speed management 
systems installed. 

 

 
Supportive of the order but only if  the B440 is included. Have seen some correspondence which 
suggests that this road is unlikely to see much increase in freight traffic but without any measured 
evidence of this. In my opinion as a local resident, and being aware of the surrounding main routes 
and alternatives, it seems highly likely that freight traffic will increase. I'd therefore be interested in: 
a. if the council believe that the B440 freight traffic will not increase as a result of this proposal then 
what is stopping them from including the B440 in the new freight exclusion zone?, b. what 
measures/surveys to gauge the volume of freight traffic on the B440 have taken place already and if 
the B440 is not included in the proposed freight exclusion zone what subsequent surveys will be 
conducted, when and over what period of time to gauge any changes in freight traffic? 

 
I am writing to support Edlesborough Parish Council's proposal to include the B440 in the proposed 
Freight Zone. 
The Regulation order would see an unacceptable increase in Freight traffic in front of my house 
which would have a detrimental impact on my quality of life. 

 

 
The road through Ivinghoe and Pitstone is so narrow and bendy with homeowners parking their 
vehicles half on and off the road even on the bends, that large vehicles coming through is pure 
madness. It is a miracle that more accidents and damaged vehicles have not already happened. With 
the school congestion in the same area and a blind bend, we really must not have heavy vehicles 
using this route through a VILLAGE! 

 

 
Trucks at the intersection in Ivinghoe are extremely dangerous. Fully support this order 

 

 
I think this would be a really good idea as the roads are already narrow especially round near the 
primary school where a lot of large vehicles pass through or try too causing danger to pedestrians 
and vehicles and traffic jams caused. 

 

 
I would like to suggest that the B440 through the villages of Edlesborough and Northall is included in 
the ivinghoe freight exclusion zone.   
My reasons are that the B440 has residential property along this road in both villages and would be 
more dangerous for the pedestrians who use it, there has been fatalities in the past which reduced 
the speed limit to 30, but more especially the hill at Edlesborough where even now HGV lorries have 
to give way and cannot pass each other because there isn't enough clearance. 
This road is significantly busier already with all the new residential and industrial building in Leighton 



Buzzard now using it, which also impacts greatly on the entry and exits from the villages.  
These are problems already suffered on the B440 without the added freight traffic which would 
most definitely use this as an alternative route. 

 

 
This would increase the traffic to our village. Studham Lane which is single track is used by hvgs since 
the main road was changed. The banks and hedge row are all getting severly damaged as it is. 
Why can't Dagnall be included in this plan 

 

 
I live at the northern end of the village within the 40mph zone - the speed limit is rarely observed. 
There is no pavement at this end of the village and we have to walk for at least 200m before we can 
get onto a pavement. It is INCREDIBLY dangerous as vehicles pass very close by - we are often within 
a couple of feet of vehicles and it is terrifying both the speed at which the vehicles go and how close 
by they are - particularly with their wing mirrors sticking out. Any increase in the volume or weight 
of traffic on this road must be resisted. The change from A4146 to B440 was hugely welcomed and 
significantly reduced the number of HGVs using the road. Any lorries which do use the road generally 
don't observe the speed limits and create significant turbulence when you walk along the grass 
verge - houses beyond us have children who have to cross this road and wait for buses.  Even 
children fortunate enough to wait on a pavement are at danger of vehicles speeding through the 
village (particularly at the northern end) and it is probably only a matter of time before a vehicle 
leaves the road on the bend (particularly in winter months when it is icy). A serious accident is 
waiting to happen. If HGVs are allowed through then it is only a matter of time. Added to this I do 
not see how HGVs can safely negotiate the B440 at the Edlesborough church section - it is hard 
enough for 2 normal size vehicles to pass - any lorries are invariably on the wrong side of the road 
and 2 HGVs will cause chaos. A similar argument applies to the hill at Billington in Bedfordshire. 
There is no reason to route HGVs on the B440 - the width of the road in places is clearly unsuitable 
for them as they will have to cross onto the opposite carriageway causing danger to oncoming 
vehicles. The gradient in Billington is significant and likewise southbound at Edlesborough the 
gradient and width of road is unsuitable for HGVs. If HGVs are banned from other smaller roads in 
the area they should NOT be routed onto the B440. They can easily use the A5, the Leighton Buzzard 
bypass and the A41. The freight proposal should be rejected. 

 

 
The large lorries create noise; are causing tremendous holdups in the village; they destroy the road 
surface resulting in potholes and uneven surfaces. Finally, the vibrations they emit as they rumble 
through are undermining the foundations of old and beautiful buildings and causing cracks to 
appear. 

 

 
While I accept in principle the benefits of this TRO, I strongly believe that there would be unintended 
consequences and these would need to be mitigated PRIOR to it being adopted. 
 
I believe that unless HGV drivers are encouraged to do otherwise, most will simply substitute their 
preferred  B488 portion of their journey with a trip down the B440 - instead of adopting the route 
anticipated in the TRO. Why? Because their journey distance would be shorter (thus saving fuel), and 
their journey time would be less. 
 
In other words, the TRO would simply shift a "rabbit run" from the B488 to the B440. 
 



Given that a) the junction at Edlesborough church is narrow and on a blind hill, and b) that Northall 
is a ribbon village with a pavement on one side of the road only (meaning that half the village has to 
cross the road to walk through the village), increasing traffic along this stretch of road is likely to 
result in more road traffic accidents. 
 
To mitigate this risk, and to encourage HGV drivers to adopt the TROs proposed routes, might I 
suggest at a) the speed limit from Edlesborough Church to Slapton Road be reduced to 20mph, and 
b) that speed cameras be introduced to help enforce the limit - thus deterring HGV drivers from 
taking this "short cut"  
 
Thanks for allowing me to comment. I look forward to your considered feedback on my suggestion. 
Kind regards  
 

 
Far to much traffic as it is, we take our lives in our hands walking round our village completely 
unacceptable no traffic control at all makes our lives completely difficult, instead of walking around I 
drive from one side of the village to the other it’s just not safe, thought the government are trying to 
stop people using their car and get them walking, cycling, never going to happen until bucks  
highways do something. 
 

 
I believe that the freight zone should also include Northall! 
 

 
The B440 must be included in the freight exclusion zone.   
The pinch point of Edlesborough hill by the church is far too narrow for HGV’s to pass safely.  
The pavement is equally narrow & with the expected increase in HGV traffic that will undoubtedly 
occur with your current proposals it is crucial that you impose a weight limit on the hill. 
If not, unfortunately, serious accidents to pedestrians & road users will be inevitable & if there  are 
any fatalities, the committee in charge of this freight strategy will have blood on their hands. 
Sorry for such a harsh response but that is my strong level of feeling towards this proposal in its 
current guise. 
Kind Regards 
 
 

 
There is just constant hgv’s driving through the villages it’s awful  
The last few years I can see it’s ruining the roads. 
They shake the buildings along the road. 
They speed through the villages likes it’s a track it’s awful and it’s dangerous someone will get hurt 
one day or it could be fatal 
 

 
Please include Edlesborough (B440) in the new Freight Zone Exclusion Zone 
 

 
Yes, i’m concerned that more lorries will come through Northall. We currently experience severe 
vibrations, and the road is not wide enough for the lorry wing mirrors to avoid overhanging the well 
used footpath. There have already been accidents on a Edlesborough Hill where the road is too 
narrow for two lorries to pass. In theory the lorries will go through Aylesbury, but the route is much 
longer and slower. They will choose Northall to save time and money. If this policy is introduced, 



then the road connecting Edlesborough, Northall and Billington needs to be widened, and the 
footpath re-constructed  so that it is never adjacent to the roadway, Otherwise there will be serious 
accidents which could have been avoided. 
 

 
I participated in a stakeholders meeting discussing the closure of the Brownlow Bridge. The 
comments made at that meeting reinforced the view that HGV drivers will take the shortest route. 
The proposals in the new strategy will drive more HGVs onto the B440 that for some unstated 
reason has been excluded from the strategy. 
The road that is now the B440 was downgraded by Buckinghamshire Council a few years ago as 
studies showed that it is unsuitable for HGVs. It is structurally unsuitable and the various pinch-
points upon the road are dangerous for road users and pedestrians alike due to the narrow places 
and narrow footways where wing mirrors are frequently knocked off by HGVs trying to pass each 
other in opposite directions. 
How can anyone agree with a strategy that puts more HGVs on a road that was considered 
unsuitable in a previous study? 
If you believe that HGVs will not take the B440 in preference to your proposed routes why not back 
up your assumption by including the B440 in the Freight Strategy? 
 

 
We are very concerned about lorries in the village. There's no reason to come into our village and it's 
a historical centre with very narrow roads. 
 

 
I have lived on Leighton Road, Northall for more than 45 years, which is again to be impacted by 
changes, this time being orchestrated by Bucks Council.  In the 45 years I’ve seen traffic levels ebb 
and flow as new interurban links are built (eg M1 link, Linslade Western and LB Southern bypasses 
etc), weight limits introduced on some roads in neighbouring administrations and the case made to 
de-trunk Leighton Road from the A4146 to B440; presumably it was not up to spec and better 
alternatives had become available. 
 
The whole area is a network of roads interconnecting towns and villages in North Bucks as well as 
the neighbouring counties of Beds and Herts. It seems strange that the survey only looked at limited 
traffic flows within a narrowly defined area ignoring the traffic flows traveling other than in the 
Aylesbury direction. 
 
The now B440, as the existing link between Leighton Buzzard and Hemel Hempstead, has a similar 
claim to the issues affecting Horton, Cheddington and others…what about the narrow bridge at 
Water End, the pinch point on the Edlesborough hill and the fact that Billington has obstructed 
junctions for joining traffic. There is the school at Dagnall, a play area at our Village hall. I could go 
on. 
 
The proposed solution does not share the pain. In fact it simply makes it worse for others. Try joining 
traffic flows on the B440 or using the footpath in places in Northall and Edlesborough during rush 
hour. 
 
Before deciding to implement any traffic scheme with this potential impact: 
I) Survey should be made of the wider traffic flows (in conjunction with adjoining authorities who 
have similar responsibilities in this this matter) 
II) Have an integrated plan to adjust roads in keeping with local developments, beating 
bottlenecks/pinch points as well as making them safer too. The A4146 south (using its original 



designation) is already a planner’s nightmare of botched and cancelled schemes. 
III) Cycle traffic has increased on the B440 particular during lock down, but will continue in our 
ensuing eco world. Have the scheme planners ever tried cycling on Edlesborough or Billington hills in 
heavy traffic. Today cycling through Horton and Cheddington in current traffic levels is to be 
preferred? And it is a fact there is a greater need now for formal links to the existing cycling 
networks. 
IV) Consider better methods of rebalancing the traffic flows on a more equitable basis (Why not part 
time weight limits dictated by time?). But in practice the B440 needs to be part of  the New Freight 
Inclusion Zone. 
V) Consider the effect of deleterious action already taken by adjoining authorities which have made 
problems worse. 
 
You cannot simply make a what seems a small change, whilst ignoring current and future traffic 
movements across the whole area. Dumping the extra traffic onto the northern end of the B440 may 
satisfy some, but at the expense of others is not the solution. I object 
 

 
This is a short sighted and ill thought out proposal which will have huge safety and adverse wellbeing 
issues for many village residents.  The proposal to route HGV through the villages of Edlesborough 
and Northall presents a clear safety hazard to all residents and pedestrians given the poor road 
layout, road condition and insufficient traffic management schemes. Moreover the proposed route 
will conflict absolutely with school bus pick up and drop points which have already seen a near fatal 
accident outside the Swan Pub in Northall. This proposal will exacerbate this risk and adversely 
affect pollution levels and protected green space. This is nothing more than moving a problem from 
one village to another rather than actually dealing with proper road provision for these vehicles. 
 

 
The village of Northall has a 30 mile speed limit which changes to 40 as you leave the  village. These 
speed limits are not adhered to and the volume of traffic now using Leighton Road is very heavy and 
this includes lorries using the road as a cut through. It’s impossible at certain times of the day to get 
out of your own drive! 
 
 Using the footpath can be worrying when the volume of traffic is heavy as the vehicles travelling 
along the road do not keep to the speed limit. This does include the lorries and goods vehicles.  
 
We live in an old property and you can actually feel the vibrations when the heavy vehicles drive 
through. 
 
Traffic will most certainly increase on the B440  with the proposal of a new freight exclusion zone to 
reduce HGV traffic through Ivinghoe, Cheddington, and Mentmore and  I do strongly oppose the 
Freight Strategy scheme. 
 

 
I agree a Freight Strategy is essential and will go someway to controlling existing heavy freight traffic.  
This is essential to protect the quality of life of rural residents and the natural and built environment. 
However the following issues need consideration: 
1) The Strategy will only have impact if it is monitored and enforced. 
- How will this be done and how will local parishes and communities be supported to ensure positive 
and measured outcomes of the strategy? 
2) A key issue in rural areas is the existing and increasing local industrial traffic. The proposed 
Strategy will not reduce this or prevent future increases. 



- Existing levels of locally based freight strategy needs further and ongoing assessment and 
appropriate routes defined and enforced. 
3) Any further expansion of existing rural industry should not be considered inevitable along with the 
further development of housing. This would only increase heavy freight traffic both in the short and 
long term. 
- How will future industrial and housing development and any freight traffic it generates be better 
considered during the planning process, development stage and ongoing usage and expansion? 
 

 
We object to the proposal as traffic will again increase on the B440 (Leighton Buzzard to Hemel 
Hempstead). We have lived here for 16 years. 
The road is already busy enough seeing an increase in traffic over many years . This road has seen a 
number of accidents including fatalities and it would be unwise to send more traffic through the 
villages of Northall & Edlesborough. We have a 13th century church which should not have heavy 
traffic thundering past it. The road is also narrow in places (the hill near the church) and with some 
deceiving bends in Northall. 
 

 
The introduction of the proposed freight zone will simply transfer a large proportion of HGVs 
currently passing through the entire zone onto the B440 (Leighton Road) which is an equally 
unsuitable road through the villages of Edlesborough, Northall and Billington is not an acceptable 
solution to the problem.  The B440 needs to be included in the freight zone. 
 

 
Road is a "B" Road therefore unsuitable for freight traffic. Pavements very narrow especially by 
Edlesborough Church, which would be hazardous for pedestrians.  
Road narrow with blind bend on hill at Edlesborough Church, already hazardous with current traffic. 
Residential properties along road. Walkers and cyclists frequently use this route away from busy "A" 
roads. 
 

 
The volume of lorries coming through the village over the last few years has increased dramatically. 
The vibration of the lorries passing through is felt throughout the property. The roads are narrow 
with many grade 1 & 2 listed buildings in small picturesque village. Many areas such as Ford End 
Great Gap and Horton do not have a footpath. Frequent lorries in narrow road, sharing the road with 
pedestrians cyclist and horses is a fatality waiting to happen. 
 

 
We wish to object to the Ivinghoe Freight Zone on the basis that Northall and Edlesborough have not 
been included within the scope of the proposed zone. 
The introduction of a freight zone excluding Northall and Edlesborough will see an increase in HGV 
traffic using the B440, Leighton Road which will have a negative impact on the local residents due to 
an increase in emissions, increased risk of damage, vibrations into homes and noise.  These are all 
reasons you state why zone should be introduced in the first place stating “lives are being negatively 
affected by heavy goods vehicles (HGVs) passing through Ivinghoe.” The lives of residents living 
along the B440, Leighton Road in Northall and Edlesborough will also be blighted if this proposal 
goes ahead – so why is that considered acceptable?   
 
Objective 1 of the strategy is “Appropriate road use.” The B440, Leighton Road is also not 
appropriate road for HGVs and poses a safety risk to local residents should the plan go ahead. At the 
section of carriageway outside the “Church on the Hill – Church of St Mary’s” in Edlesborough, the 



road is not wide enough for two HGVs to pass at anyone time leading to HGVs frequently driving up 
onto the pavement to pass.  This is a real concern, this is the only route that exists with a pavement 
to walk between Edlesborough and Northall villages.  We often travel between the two villages with 
our one year old son in his pram, the path is not currently wide enough at certain points , so we have 
to walk into the road with the pram, this is already dangerous but with the increase in HGVs this will 
be worse.  Children also regularly use this route to walk to the Edlesborough Primary Academy. 
 
The proposal will definitely see an in increase in HGV traffic along the B440, Leighton Road, the 
assumption that traffic would use the A418 and A41 is incorrect, as traffic will always use the 
shortest route.  The B440 is the main bus route for school buses to pick up children, there is already 
a speeding issue through both villages with cars and HGVs often traveling in excess of 50mph 
through the 30mph zone, increasing the amount of traffic on this road will only make this worse. 
 
If the scope of the proposal of the Freight zone was amended to include Edlesborough and Northall, 
I would then be willing to support the proposal. 
 

 
This proposal will channel more freight through the very narrow road by Edlesborough Church and is 
not safe. This is already a very busy road and is not designed for the level and type of freight that 
would use it if the proposal were to be approved. 
 

 
We already have plenty of traffic coming through on the Leighton Buzzard/Hemel Road which causes 
problems with trying to get out of our village as this is a fast road and most people speed and also 
overtake on it. This isn't an ideal road which goes through a few villages which are already busy with 
day-to-day traffic and lorries. 
Perhaps it would be an idea to have people looking at the traffic to assess. 
Please think about the people who live in the surrounding villages and the impact it will be on them 
especially trying to get out of the areas of which they live. 
Thank You 
 

 
The following response is from Wingrave with Rowsham Parish Council: 
 
Freight traffic has long been a problem in Wingrave, where narrow roads and parked vehicles make 
the movement of large vehicles difficult and, at times, dangerous. A major area of concern is Dark 
Lane, which is 4.45 m wide. It is clearly not wide enough for two 2.55 m wide lorries to pass each 
other, and large vehicles regularly become wedged in as they mount the banks and tip inwards, 
blocking the road completely. In other parts of Wingrave, including historic Rothschild cottages on 
Winslow Road (in a conservation area), homes vibrate when large vehicles pass by. 91% of 
respondents to a 2019 survey believe traffic in the parish of Wingrave with Rowsham is a danger to 
children, and HGVs travelling along their route to school on Winslow Road contributes to this fear. 
People here would like to cycle more, and reducing the number of freight vehicles passing through 
the narrow village lanes would make that safer.  
 
The Ivinghoe Area Freight Zone Traffic Regulation Order represents a significant step forward in 
protecting our community from the impacts of freight, and Wingrave with Rowsham Parish Council 
firmly supports the proposal. There will of course still be large vehicles using our lanes for access, 
and so the freight strategy must come hand-in-hand with other solutions, such as improvements to 
signs and lines on Dark Lane and appropriate speed limits. We note that the overview states that 
compliance with the new TRO will be monitored, but we emphasize that this needs to be done 



thoroughly and effectively on an ongoing basis, with action taken against drivers of vehicles violating 
the restrictions. A current major source of freight traffic through Wingrave is the Old Airfield 
Industrial Estate on Cheddington Lane, and we have been assured that the new TRO will reinforce 
the requirement for large vehicles leaving that site to approach and leave via the B488 (not through 
Long Marston and Wingrave), as per planning approval. It is essential that this remains the case and 
is enforced: Dark Lane and Winslow Road are not suitable routes for the volume of industrial traffic 
accessing that site. 
 

 
The road isn’t wide enough for these lorries to come through. We get knocked by wing mirrors on 
cars already as we are walking on the pavements.  
It’s just asking for a serious accident, A child got hit trying to cross the road by Dagnall school not 
that long ago and nothing changed!  
A pram got hit and dragged into the road in Dagnall nothing changed!  
Does a child actually have to die before you will do something about the traffic on this road!  
The lorries already just ignore the 7.5 weight limit it will be horrific if you make it into a freight road! 
 

 
I strongly object to the current proposal for the following reason. 
 
The current proposal does not take into account the most obvious and likely outcome of the HGV 
traffic re-routing (commercial traffic will always take the shortest and quickest route!) if it were to 
be implemented and that is that the traffic will use the B440 to link between the B489 and A505 the 
implication of which is to send the diverted volume of HGV’s through the villages of Edlesborough, 
Northall and Great Billington having exactly the same effect on those villages, all of which already 
suffer with a high volume of HGV traffic, some of which travels at excessive speeds particularly over 
the hill and through Great Billington. 
 
The plan is, therefore, not acceptable to the residents of these villages and consideration needs to 
be made to either reject the plan or include the B440 in the exclusion zone.  Otherwise you are just 
passing on the problem to us. 
 

 
As a former resident and in normal times a regular visitor to Ivinghoe I have regularly witnessed HGV 
traffic that is far too big for the junction of Station Rd and Church St. The foot paths on church at are 
too narrow for pedestrians. We sometimes had to run with children to escape on coming lorries. 
 

 
The roads are busy enough with large lorries no more are needed as the roads cannot cope with 
these large lorries on the roads surrounding the villages that this is going to effect. 
 
Lots of the villages have roads that bend at awkward points in the road and to meet a large lorry that 
is exceeding the speed limit will be yet another accident waiting to happen!! 
 

 
The big vehicles mean damaged roads and is unsafe for our children 
 

 
The proposal is a welcome move. The village cannot sustain the increasing traffic and for us 
especially the heavy goods vehicles cause vibrations to our home which stands in the conservation 
area of ivinghoe. We support in full the plan. 



 
Whilst the general concept of the Freight Strategy scheme is a sound idea in reducing large HGV’s 
travelling through certain villages, little or no thought appears to have been given to all of the 
alternative routes HGVs will take if the scheme is adopted. The plan makes no mention of the B440 
(Leighton Buzzard Road) yet from an HGV operators point of view this road would offer the most 
cost effective route to traverse the proposed Freight Exclusion Zone.  
The B440 is already a ‘preferred route’ for HGVs travelling between the area around Hemel 
Hempstead and the A505. Indeed since the opening of the new A505/M1 link road the B440 has 
seen a notable increase in traffic volumes. A further increase in the volumes of HGVs on the B440, 
which is frankly  unfit for regular HGV traffic, will no doubt result is the potential for an increase in 
Road Traffic Collisions and a further deterioration  of the existing road surface.  
The road on which I live leads directly out onto the B440. I have seen and experienced, first-hand, 
the dangers caused by HGVs using the B440, both as a car user and a once keen cyclist. I no longer 
use my cycle on the B440 due to the dangers it poses especially from HGVs trying to circumnavigate 
oncoming traffic and narrow lanes.  
The Edlesborough Parish Council has rightly highlighted the need to have the B440 to be included in 
the proposed Freight Exclusion Zone.  To do so will only bring benefits to the villages along the B440, 
, protect vulnerable road users and maintain a quality of life within the villages along the B440. It will 
also require the HGV operators to use the main arterial routes as planned rather than taking an 
obvious shortcut. The architects of the proposed plan must surly see the need for the B440 to be 
included within the Freight Strategy scheme? 
 

 
This is so important.  Lorries through the village are increasing in numbers and are so dangerous.  My 
grandchildren who attend Brookmead School have these coming past at school start and finishing 
times,  and I fear this is an accident waiting to happen. The pavement outside school is very narrow 
and it only takes one mis-step to be in the road.  There is no need to come through the village, there 
are lots of other suitable roads they could use. 
 

 
The B440 is totally unsuitable for freight. Houses shake when large vehicles pass through. The road is 
extremely narrow at Edlesborough Church. It is already dangerous walking through Northall and 
there was a death of a pedestrian on this stretch of road before it was reclassified from an A to B 
road. Large lorries driving through is an accident waiting to happen + very unfair to the residents of 
Northall, Edlesborough and Dagnall. Our villages should not be used as extensions to motorways. 
 

 
The current plan to reduce HGV traffic through Ivinghoe Cheddington and Mentmore will surely just 
divert this traffic  to other areas which will impact on the B440 from Leighton Buzzard to Hemel 
Hempstead an already busy road  passing through my village of Edlesborough. I oppose the current 
plan as it stands as has my local parish council. The answer quite simply is to include the villages of 
Northall and Edlesborough and Dagnall in the freight exclusion zone. 
Please reconsider your plans which have limited, if any support in this area of Buckinghamshire. 
Regards 
 
 

 
Not without including Northall. It is a big omission not including Northall in the freight exclusion 
zone, as it will simply push this traffic through an already busy village, with unsuitable road and 
sidewalk capacity. We have already had a fatality on this road and numerous accidents with traffic 
and school children over the years, this will just increase the exposure and risk. It is not acceptable. 



When I cycle on the narrow section at Edlesborough the large lorries that pass push me to the side 
and I fear that they will hit me as they are so close. 
 

 
Massive lorries should not be passing through a village with a narrow road and no suitable 
pavement. We already have problems with vehicles speeding through the villages and causing 
houses to shake with the vibration. This will be worse with freight vehicles. There have been 
accidents in the past where school children have been hit by vehicles + there was a death of an 
elderly gentleman resident trying to cross the road. Out of the village, towards Leighton, there is no 
path and school children stand on the verge to catch the school bus. This is already dangerous + will 
be worse with freight vehicles using the road. The road is extremely narrow at Edlesborough church 
+ traffic on that stretch is dangerous to pedestrians + cyclists. 
 

 
Although Dagnall isn't directly affected I use the B440 a lot towards Edlesborough and beyond. I'm 
aghast and amazed at having just managed to get the huge lorries taking rubbish from London to 
Bletchley off this road you go and bring more traffic back on again! None of the village roads in the 
area are suitable for heavy HGV vehicles it's a fact of life. I'm sorry for the residents of Chessington, 
Mentmore etc if they think their villages are 'rat runs' the truth is all the villages in the area are to a 
greater or lesser extent. Protecting some villages at the expense of others in the area is simply very 
unfair. Are the residents in Mentmore more important than Edlesborough or Northall? You seem to 
think so.  Locally the B440 passing Edlesborough Church is a dangerous winding bit of road that the 
large HGV in past struggled to negotiate safely. Are you going to install some sort of traffic control at 
the junction of Edlesborough High St and the B440? Exiting this road during current rush hour is both 
difficult and dangerous. Finally who's going to 'police' this scheme? TVP? I think not! They rarely 
make visits to the area as it is and stopping HGV vehicles seems a waste of a valuable resource. 
 

 
Although I sympathise with the residents of Ivinghoe, I do not support the Ivinghoe Area Freight 
Zone Traffic Regulations Order.  
 
However I would support this proposal if it included the B440. 
 

 
There is insufficient space for HGVs to pass safely at the top of Edlesborough junction to High St by 
Edlesborough church 
 

 
I support a freightzone in principle, but the omission of the B440 (Leighton Road) from the zone will 
be a disaster for the area. The idea that drivers will take the proposed freight route that effectively 
represents 3 sides of a square, if they have the option to take the B440 instead is absurd, and studies 
indicate that leaving the B440 out will  result in an increase of 60-80% more HGV's using this road.  
The B440 is wholly inapproprite for freight, and this will likely result in tradegies. 
 

 
The proposed route for freight to take to Leighton Buzzard is likely to be ignored and drivers will take 
the shortest route possible, through Edlesborough and Northall.  If I was a freight driver I would do 
that. 
The B440, Leighton Buzzard to Edlesborough road is already a very busy road with a mixture of 
traffic using it, from cycles to farm traffic, commuters to freight.   We are being encouraged to cycle 
to local shops and amenities where possible, yet this plan will bring more freight traffic onto the 



small road making cycling even more dangerous than it is already.   
There are a number of bus stops along the route where school age children wait for their transport, 
and this will make their journey to school even more dangerous. 
 
I would hate to be the person approving this plan when a child or cyclist is killed on the road. 
 

 
The proposed road is not big enough, has runners and cyclists regularly using it and will cause much 
disruption to the surround villages. Thanks. 
 

 
The traffic in Northall along the B440 is already far too busy and this proposal will make it far worse.  
Our village is a 30mph zone and most vehicles do not abide by it.  It is only a matter of time before 
there is a serious accident.  Delivery drivers have to park on the road in order to deliver to the 
houses along both sides of the main road.  There are more and more deliveries now and the 
congestion and tailbacks if more lorries are routed through here will become ridiculous.  I was under 
the impression that the new M1 junction near Leighton Buzzard and the reclassification of this road 
to B road from an A road a couple of years ago would reduce the number of lorries using it.  This 
new proposal makes an absolutely mockery of that.  I live on Chapel Lane and visibility when pulling 
out of the road is already bad.  Cars speed up as they approach the 40mph sign and are often 
travelling in excess of 60mph by Chapel Lane, travelling in the direction of Leighton Buzzard.  This 
speeding will only get worse/people overtaking slow lorries in the village will increase.  It is a 
dangerous proposal for all of us who live here. 
 

 
The new suggested freight zone would cause extreme problems to the already busy and fast B440, 
we live on the road and would have to deal with increased traffic as the road is not suitably wide 
enough to allow large HGV's or support an increased volume of traffic. It would also drastically 
increase the noise and vibration levels to the propertys along the main road which are currently 
acceptable but any increase would disrupt sleep and day to day living conditions. 
 

 
This is another case of shifting a problem. The traffic though Northall and Edlesborough will be 
greatly impacted by this. The roads are too narrow. 
 
There will be children killed. This will be on the heads of anyone who decides that this is a good idea. 
 

 
The Parish Council welcomes the initiative to restrict lorries from using villages as rat runs and would 
be interested in engaging further with this initiative to discourage large HGVs using village roads in 
Weston Turville. 
 

 
B440 is already a very busy and congested road.   With the ever increasing houses and lack of 
infrastructure for Edlesborough, particularly regarding the surrounding roads.  This village needs to 
be included in the freight zoning. 
 
There is a narrow piece of road at the junction of high st, Edlesborough & the b440, many a time 
HGV’s have just squeezed past each other, there has been numerous near misses and unfortunately 
some accidents. 
 



Living at the top of the high st, Edlesborough the noise from lorries, cars is increasing significantly.  
On some days I have to close all the windows as the noise it constant 
 

 
I am concerned that the introduction of the freight zone will end up in HGVs re-routing using the 
B440. This will have a negative impact on Edlesborough, Northall and Billington.  To stop this, please 
can the B440 be included in the proposed freight zone. 
 

 
On the brow of the hill on the B440 by Edlesborough Church, the road narrows  and when HGVs 
come up the hill they invariably cross over on to the other side of the road. It’s a dangerous enough 
situation with the current level of traffic let alone increasing freight traffic. It’s an accident waiting to 
happen. 
 

 
Ivinghoe Parish Council representing the residents of Ivinghoe, Ford End, Great Gap and Ivinghoe 
Aston support this Consultation. 
 

 
I am writing to request that you reconsider INCLUDING the B440 (Leighton Road) in the zone.  
 
Leaving the B440 out WILL result in an INCREASE of 60-80% more HGV's using the Leighton Road.   
HGV vehicles trying to pass each other on the B440 on the hill at the junction with the High Street in 
Edlesborough will be dangerous and almost impossible.  Inevitably this will increase HGVs cutting 
through Edlesborough (they do despite the warnings) Edlesborough High Street is already gridlocked 
due to increased housing in the village and parking issues by the shops.  Living on the High Street is 
already noisy, heavily polluted and would only get worse with this proposal. 
 

 
Appears to be little to no consideration for the knock on impact on neighbouring villages which are 
tighter roads and closer to houses and schools. 
 

 
The roads through the villages are too narrow for HGV's. This would cause accidents and cause 
damage to roads. Why would anyone think this was a good idea. 
 

 
This peaceful village will be ruined by this. House prices will go down! The noice at unsociable hours 
will be beyond inconsiderate!! 
 

 
The traffic will just find different routes , through small villages past family homes . Creating noise , 
vibration & pollution 
 

 
Having not long moved into the Edlesborough area, it is very disheartening to see that the proposed 
Freight Zone would funnel more HGV traffic along the B440 and in such close proximity to 
Edlesborough. I support my local parish council's proposal that the Freight Exclusion Zone should be 
extended to include Northall and Edlesborough. 
 



 
As residents of Church End and a family with young children this is extremely worrying for us. It is 
dangerous and disruptive on what is already a busy road. Please do not make this worse for us. 
 
We frequently use the pavement to walk into the village and our elderly neighbour walks up and 
down the road daily. To have these huge lorries driving past would make the walkway incredibly 
unsafe for all residents and the noise would be unbearable. 
 
For the sake of all the residents in the surrounding villages, please reconsider! 
 

 
My children and grandchildren live on this road and I worry about the noise and vibration disruption, 
as well as  the dangers of an increased volume of large HGV's using the road. The road is narrow and 
pavements are small, increasing the danger dramatically. 
 

 
It’ll make the road much more dangerous, people already fly down it. 
 
It will make it so much noisier as well, it’s a small countryside village and a fairly narrow road it’s 
unnecessary 
 

 
I am appalled that the B440 through NORTHALL is not included. The road by Edlesborough Church is 
too narrow for 2 lorries to pass and more heavy goods traffic will use this road if it is not included in 
the plan. 
 

 
We feel more needs to be done regarding the serious issues with heavy goods lorries driving through 
the middle of Horton on the B488.  These roads are not suitable for heavy goods vehicles.   
 
On numerous occasions (almost daily) I witness first hand, lorries that are too wide and too long to 
navigate safely around the very sharp bends coming into Horton.    Additionally if two lorries meet 
each other in opposite directions the road is not wide enough for them to pass each other safely.  
This is also resulting in grass verges being churned up, and obviously leaving no room for pedestrians 
to walk safely.  These lorries show very little regard for other road uses and pedestrians in particular.  
 
 Horton as you are aware is a small hamlet with no pavements, walking from one end to the other on 
the road which should be safe on a B road is absolutely treacherous and it is only a matter of time 
before somebody is killed or badly injured.    As you can imagine we are hoping that this proposal 
will not encourage more heavy goods traffic do2n the already inadequate B488.  Ideally we would 
like to see an additional weight restriction sign  added to Station Road in Cheddington to prevent 
HGVs from assessing the B488 and through Horton. 
 

 
The B440 should be included in the freight exclusion zone to avoid more lorries coming through 
Northall and Edlesborough. 
 

 
It would be much safer to prevent large lorries coming through Cheddington. The pavements are 
quite narrow and the larger vehicles drive very close to the kerb. 
 



 
The village is too small to accept further commercial traffic.  There are hidden junctions and 
restricted road widths.  Primary schools would also be affected.  This is notwithstanding the raised 
pollution levels which will occur affecting  young and old. 

 
The Leighton Buzzard Road through Eddlesboorough is busy enough already with high volumes of 
lorries and cars . As a regular visitor I feel that any increase of  freight traffic would make it anti 
socially noisy and the intrusion of noise to residents along the road would be intolerable. It would 
also be dangerous to pedestrians due to the narrow foot way available. I strongly apprise this 
scheme. 
 

 
This proposed Freight Exclusion Zone would force more traffic and freight lorries through our village. 
I would likely support the scheme if my road was included within it. Although a B road, our road is 
already far too busy, with considerable noise pollution and despite being a 30 zone, often has 
speeding cars, and passing lorries which cause the house to shake from the vibrations even though 
our house it set quite far back from the road.  
 
An increase in this traffic, noise pollution and shaking would further impact on mine and my family's 
wellbeing, as noise pollution has a significant impact on stress levels which well documented studies 
prove. I am personally sensitive to loud traffic, especially that from lorries, as I was diagnosed with 
PTSD from a crash where a lorry rear-ended my car. I am also neurodivergent and have permanent 
side effects from a case of meningitis which, together, can make loud sounds and consistent noise 
painful and/or intolerable. My father has tinnitus, which is made worse by background noise. I am 
concerned for my nephew, niece and cat's safety if any of them stepped out into the road. I also do 
not want my family or village to be exposed to the air pollution from freight traffic as this can cause 
a number of health problems. Many of us go jogging or walking along our road daily, and an increase 
in traffic would likely force many people to drive to quieter areas, thus increasing air 
pollution/carbon footprints even further. 
 
It can also be tricky pulling out from a driveway along our road due to visibility, and if a car or lorry is 
speeding as they sometimes do, a denser flow of traffic is going to make the likeliness of an accident 
higher. 
 

 
Lorries would be noisy and dangerous, road has too much traffic already 
 

 
No lorries please. This will be loud and dangerous. 
 

 
The policy being presented seems to be to the benefit of some, whilst not taking into account the 
negative impact this change would have an on the surrounding areas.  
 
Has there been a clear and detailed  assessment of the impact this change would gave on the 
Leighton Road? Has this detailed assessment been shared with people impacted by this change?  
Have any properties along this stretch of road been identified as being susceptible to damage caused 
by the increased traffic you are proposing?  What plans are in place to deal with the potentially 
dangerous bottlenecks in  Edlesborough And Billington?Unless there is clear and publicly shared 
information on these it is unreasonable  to ask for the local community to comment.  
 



A public consultation can only be conducted if the public understand the  positives and negatives of 
the topic they are being consulted on. Nowhere does the information you have provided support 
this process. 
 

 
 
 

 


